
RIPENED. Hubon Binagtong sa Manggahan dancers swarm the streets of Iloilo City of their mango-inspired costumes and 
yellow ripe smiles during Kasadyahan Festival 2017 torching the road to being this year’s champion. 

Hubon Binagtong sa 
Manggahan from Nueva Valencia, 
Guimaras province was hailed 
the victor during the Kasadyahan 
Regional Cultural Contest of 
Dinagyang Festival 2017 held on 
January 21, 2017.

The winning tribe likewise bagged 
six out of seven minor awards such 
as Best in Costume, Best in Music, 
Best Musical Director, Best in 
Choreography, Best Choreographer, 
and Best Performance.

The pride of Guimaras came from 
Cabalagnan National High School in 
Nueva Valencia town.

It dethroned the two-year 
champion Tribu Tatusan of Caluya 
town in Antique which placed second 
this year.

Tribu Pintados de Passi of Passi 
City came in third followed by 
Tinabuay Festival of Murcia, Negros 
Occidental and Tribu Salakayan of 
Miag-ao.

                           continue to page 2

Guimaras on top priority
areas of DENR nationwide

The Provincial Environment 
and Natural Resources Office 
Guimaras is included in the 
top 29 priority areas of the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) said 
For. Vicente A. Sardina, PENR 
Officer.

“The blessings and graces of 
2016 boosted the programs and 
projects of PENRO Guimaras, 
more particularly the infrastructure 
development programs,” he said.

He cited that the allocation for FY 
2016 which favored the construction 
and rehabilitation of additional 
edifices and existing office 

infrastructure boosting the morale 
of the entire PENRO Guimaras 
organization.

“The development of ecotourism 
infrastructures at Taklong 
Island National Marine Reserve 
emboldened TINMR’s potential 
as both well-resourced protected 
area and desirable eco-tourism 
destination of the province,” he 
shared.

He also underscored the 
qualification of Guimaras as one of 
the areas for Sustainable Integrated 
Area Development (SIAD) program 
of the agency.

                           continue to page 2



...top priority areas of DENR nationwide

“This will need another collective 
stride: to be galloping our knowledge 
and efforts and make the most of 
these opportunities to benefit our 
environment, natural resources, 
various stakeholders and fulfill gross 
happiness,” he further said.

PENRO-Guimaras staged 
the formulated and approved 
policies, major programs foreign 
assisted and Special Projects, 
Bottom-Up Budgeting, Gender and 
Development, Good Governance 
and Integrity Management, among 
others, in PENRO-Guimaras 2016 

OCULAR. Jim O. Sampulna, CESO III, DENR RVI Regional Director and For. Vicente 
Sardina, PENRO, meet for an actual site validation  at Brgy. Tanglad, Sibunag.

“First time ko, sadya sya kag wala 
ko kabatyag  kapoy. Worth it gid ang 
kapoy. Kag bisan bala win or lose 
tani proud ang province sa amon,” 
said Clarisse Gonzales, one of the 
tribe members.

Mr. Jessie Gamlanga, 
Chairperson of Guimaras 
Heritage, Culture and Arts 
Council (GHCAC) cited that 
inter-agency collaboration and 
support helped boost the staying 
power of the performers.

 “So far this is the best 
performance nga nakita ko 
nga may partisipasyon kita. 

Makita mo gid endurance sang 
kabataan, kag ini tungod sa 
support sang schools, parents, 
LGUs”, he said. 

Kasadyahan is an annual 
event held every 4th Saturday 
of January and serves as an 
‘incredible opportunity to sample 
Ilonggo celebrations that brings 
the culture of the different towns 
in Iloilo out into the city streets’.

The said Hubon shall represent 
Guimaras Manggahan Festival 
in the 2017 Aliwan Fiesta, the 
mother of all festivals in the 
Philippines in April.

from page 1

...Kasadyahan Festival 2017 Champ

from page 1

Accomplishment Report submitted 
to the Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
on January 11, 2017.

On the performance of PENRO-
Guimaras, the annual physical 
targets is over and above one 
hundred percent 100% in various 
activities under the General 
Administrative and Support 
Services, and Support to Operation 
of the Management Services 
Division, Major Final Output  (MFO) 
I, II and III of the Technical Services 
Division as compared to the ceiling 
of 100% in financial utilization.
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Gumarin eyes ‘Borderless ASEAN’
“I myself envision a borderless 

ASEAN where our people can 
conveniently and comfortably co-
mingle with each other – socially, 
economically, and politically,” 
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin as 
he discussed the importance of 
local government participation 
in the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) Member 
States Landmark Conference on 
February 17, 2017 at Discovery 
Primea Hotel, Makati City.

“Come 2025, we envision a 
fully integrated ASEAN, with our 
people living in a ‘more united, 
secure, peaceful and cohesive 
region,” he emphasized and further 
underscored that each and every 
ASEAN leader, from the national 
down to the local governments, 
should adopt policies, measures 
and programs that will address the 
needs of integration.

Gumarin is the only Governor in 
the country to be chosen to form 
part of the members of the panellist 
together with Mayor Edgardo 
Pamintuan of Angeles City, 
Pampanga and President, League 
of the Cities in the Philippines 
and   Mr. Daru Pratomo, Regional 
Secretary Jambi City, Indonesia.

Gumarin cited the idea for 
local governments to support and 
expand the exchange program 
for educators and learners with 
counterparts to raise the level of 
understanding, consciousness and 
appreciation of each other’s culture 
and educational system.

 “For the years before 2025, we 
can start the process of entering 
into agreements with our ASEAN 
neighbours and broaden education 
and cultural exchanges aimed at 
equipping our very own people with 
diverse culture and international 
education standards,” he said.

He likewise noted of the tourism 
industry and ASEAN tourism circuit.

“With our integration, we can 
offer more to tourists who wanted 
more.  We can give them a regional 
circuit and be engulfed by the 
beauty of every nation’s culture and 
destination – all wrapped under one 
ASEAN tourism run-about,” he said.

“There is a need for the 
development of the ASEAN tourism 

circuit to provide equal opportunities 
among member countries to be 
included in the tour packages 
and this will entail the support of 
each member nation and local 
governments in strengthening 
tourism packages, through 
‘business to business’ missions 
and other related agreements,” he 
added.

In support to this direction, 
adoption of common labor 
standards, strengthening of mutual 
aid and support are seen to ensure 
the benefits and protection of human 
resource and members states.

“I would like to place the local 
government in the forefront of the 
integration program by harnessing 
the potentials of every local unit and 
making it as main conduit of ASEAN 
programs and platforms,” he said.

“By doing so, the role of local 
governments transform from just 
a mere supporter to an active 
participant in the endeavour.   As 
a consequence, every local 
government’s constituent becomes 
fully aware of the ASEAN and 
its plan for the development and 
benefit of every ASEAN people,” he 
added.

Prior to full integration, Gumarin 
targets policy makers and local 
planners need to be integrated 
with regional partners to identify 
similarities, address differences 
and come up with a unified local 

government policy on integration 
– focusing on human resource, 
economy and political relations.

The conference entitled 50 
Years of ASEAN: Paving the Way 
for Local Dynamics in a Regional 
Context aims to raise greater public 
awareness on the importance 
of local governments within the 
process of the ASEAN integration 
mechanism by providing updates 
and analyses from invited 
discussants.

Further, it also eyes to provide 
a venue for a constructive 
dialogue among representatives 
of the government, academe, 
business sector, civil society 
and national security sector; and 
generate insights that are relevant 
to policymaking in light of the 
Philippine Chairmanship of ASEAN 
in 2017 and the need to respond 
to changes in the geopolitical 
landscape in the region. 

Konrad-Adenauer-St i f tung 
(KAS), United Cities and Local 
Governments Asia Pacific (UCLG 
ASPAC) and Partnership for 
Democratic Local Governance 
in Southeast-Asia (DELGOSEA) 
Network spearheaded the said 
conference.

More than 90 guests including 
representatives of the diplomatic 
corps, the Philippine Government, 
the press and the academe 
attended the said conference.

LOCAL POWER. Being one of the panelists, Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
delivers his speech entitled Preparing Local Governments for ASEAN 2025.



Development vision enhanced
New elements have been 

incorporated to enhance the 
provincial development vision 
of Guimaras considering the 
province’s potentials in terms of 
“ECO-TOURISM” and the inclusion 
of “RESILIENCY” and “SAFETY” 
descriptors.

The province now has the vision 
of becoming the “agri-eco-tourism 
capital of the region with empowered, 
self-reliant, resilient and healthy 
families enjoying a progressive 
economy and safe environment 
anchored on the principles of 
sustainable development”.

The said enhanced vision was 
duly approved by the Provincial 
Development Council (PDC) 
through Resolution No. 5 Series of 
2017 and adopted by Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan through Resolution No. 
20 Series of 2017.

‘Agri-eco-tourism’ element 
represents the thrust of the province to 
pursue community and nature-based 
tourism anchored on the principles of 
sustainable development.

Some of its success indicators are 
developed agro-forestry, integrated 

farming systems and agri-aqua 
sites, revived traditional livelihood 
practices, protected watershed, water 
source, marine protected and wildlife 
areas and endangered species, and 
managed unique geologic, ecological, 
archaeological and historical sites.

A globally competitive sector on 
agriculture and fisheries is aimed 
where high quality agricultural and 
fishery products such as mango, 
cashew, seaweeds, cacao and 
coffee are produced, with increase 
production of naturally and organically 
grown agri-fishery products for local 
consumption, increase production 
of the identified quality agri-fishery 
products and reduce production cost 
and post-harvest losses for certain 
products, among others.

 Meanwhile, the descriptor ‘resilient 
families’ is manifested by having 
strong coping mechanisms, being 
psycho-socially functional despite 
all odds, easily recovering from any 
crises situation including economic 
crises and easily adapting to climate 
change.

The ‘safe environment’ element 
connotes that barangays or 

communities, people and 
environment are/have crime-free, 
drug-cleared, child-friendly, safe from 
abuses, disasters and infectious 
emerging diseases, free from road 
hazards and injuries, among others.

The formulation of the enhanced 
version of this vision of the 
province came about as a result 
of a series of planning workshops 
and validation sessions relative 
to the on-going updating of the 
Provincial Development and Physical 
Framework Plan (PDPFP).

Sectoral consultations with basic 
sector representatives such as the 
provincial officers representing the 
five municipal federations of Senior 
Citizens, PWDs, PYAP and women, 
farmers and fisherfolks through 
PAFC, producers, processors and 
other local enterprises were also 
organized to solicit key issues and 
concerns faced by the concerned 
sector.

This new vision is now the new 
trajectory of the province and all 
other plans, programs, projects and 
activities shall be aligned in this 
target. 



Guimaras towns declared drug-free
All the five towns of the 

Province of Guimaras were 
declared drug-free on January, 
2017 by the Philippine 
National Police (PNP) and the 
Department of Interior and Local 
Government (DILG).

The official declaration of a 
Drug-Free Municipality was held 
in Jordan, Sibunag and Nueva 
Valencia on January 15th, and 
January 26th in Buenavista and 
San Lorenzo during the PNP 
Regional Office 6 (RO6) Padyak 
Kontra Droga, a public awareness 
campaign on the evils of illegal 
drugs.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
was hopeful the Province would 
be the second in the country to be 
declared drug-free next to Bataan.

He also stressed that there 
are no big suppliers of illegal 
drugs in Guimaras, no illegal drug 
laboratories and very few drug 
users.

“A drug-free status would be 
good to our tourism industry,” said 
Gumarin.

Tourism is one of the major 
economic drivers of the 
island-province.

During the first quarter meeting 
of Guimaras Peace and Order 
Council (PPOC), Gumarin noted 
the drop in Guimaras’ crime 
figures and eyes to come up with 
necessary measures to address 
the issues raised.

The Guimaras Police Provincial 
Office (GPPO) recorded around 
600 drug surrenderers last year.

Said surrenderers are presently 
undergoing the Substance Abuse 
Community-Based Treatment and 
Rehabilitation Program.

As of the last quarter of 2016, 
the Provincial Health Office 
(PHO) accounts a total of 728 
surrenderers of which 572 have 
been assessed by the Rural 
Health Units (RHUs).

The drug-free declaration is 
through the headship of Guimaras 
Provincial Anti-Drug Abuse 
Council (PADAC).



Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
delivered his third State of the 
Province Address (SOPA) to 
stage the administration’s gains 
and accomplishments and the 
socio-economic condition of the 
province on January 11, 2017 at 
GTIC Function Hall, San Miguel, 
Jordan, Guimaras.

“In three years, we have 
progressively re-engineered our 
system by integrating the principles 
of good governance, full public 
accountability and in support to the 
international pact of Sustainable 
Development Goals,” said Gumarin.

“This we thank to the majority of 
the electorate who entrusted our 
administration the leadership,” he 
added.

He emphasized the positive 
poverty alleviation thrust of the 
provincial government for the past 
five years.

“We have been successful in 
alleviating poverty in the province as 

poverty incidence among population 
decreased significantly by 16.4% 
from 37.2% in 2012 first semester 
to 20.8% in the first half of 2015,” 
and noted that 16 of every 100 
Guimarasnons were lifted out of 
poverty.

“A Guimarasnon family of five 
members needs a monthly income 
of Php 6,634.00 to meet their basic 
food needs and Ph 9, 501 to stay out 
of poverty,” he cited.

Notably, among the data from 
years 2006, 2009, 2012 and to 
present, 2015 has the least poverty 
incidence in the province.

Governor Gumarin’s SOPA 
reviewed the socio-economic, 
infrastructure, environmental and 
administration developments of the 
province.

The report says that in economic 
development, the increase of tourist 
arrivals from 30% in year 2015 to 
60% in 2016.

The famous Guimaras mango 

increased production to 11,840 
metric tons (MT) resulting to 18% 
increase from 10,026 MT in 2014. 

He also recalled that some 7,200 
mango growers are expected to 
benefit once the export of Guimaras 
Mango which was temporarily 
stopped years back, resumes. 

A delegation from the European 
Union led by Ambassador Franz 
Jessen met with the mango industry 
stakeholders during their two-day 
visit on April, 2015. 

Being a recipient of the Trade 
Related Technical Assistance 
Programme 3, this will lead to 
increased marketability and improved 
access to international markets 
through the Geographical Indication 
(GI) as they create value for local 
communities through products that 
are deeply rooted in tradition, culture 
and geography.   

GI commodities have higher 
market price 2.5% over than common 
products without GI,” he said.

Guv Gumarin stages Guimaras    
socio-economic status in SOPA
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Tacda family wins 1st runner-up in National 
Search for Huwarang Pantawid Pamilya 2016

Meanwhile, he attributed the 
decrease in rice production to 
the recent El Niño phenomenon 
which consequently reduced the 
harvested areas to about 21.19% 
lower compared from the previous 
year’s data.

The competitiveness of the 
province in terms of business 
and investments was likewise 
discussed.

“As a result of our strategies for 
competitiveness and investment 
friendliness, a total of 602 new 
businesses were registered in 
the five municipalities, reflecting 
a 17% increase compared to the 
513 new business registrants in 
2014,” he said.  

The total gross sales of the 
businesses renewals in 2015 
reached Php628.22 million with 
46.5% increase against the 2014 
figure of Php428.77 million.

The report also said that local 
entrepreneurs were assisted to 
participate in eight (8) regional and 
national trade fairs and generated 
total sales of Php 15.9M.

He also noted the mini-galleons 
of Rizal, Buenavista having 

potential for export.
“Our mini-galleons, products of 

our Rizal, Buenavista Community-
Based Rural Tourism (CBRT) 
Program, are recognized by 
Export Management Bureau as 
sunrise industry for export and 
now eyed for export market,” he 
shared.

Likewise, the free 
miscellaneous fees to 38, 293 
students in 2016, the Presidential 
Award of Buenavista for Child 
Friendly Municipalities in Social 
Development last September 
2016 at Malacañan Palace, the 
Champion for war on worms as 
pronounced by the Department of 
Health, the 91.31% rating in the 
Regional Search for Excellence 
of Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Humanitarian 
Assistance and the decrease of 
crime rate by 18% from 151.09 
in 2014 to 128.34 in 2015 were 
also underscored in Social 
Development of the province.

The 99.90% fully concreted 
national roads was also stressed 
in infrastructure development of 
the province.

Also, the active participation of 
Guimaras in the 2016 PEMSEA 
Network of Local governments 
(PNLG) to help facilitate the 
sustainable development and 
environmental conservation of 
marine and coastal resources 
of Asian Region was also 
emphasized in the environmental 
development of the province.

The Best Visayas Entry award 
of the Guimaras Capitol Chorale 
in the Civil Service Commission 
Government Chorale Competition, 
the Best Agency Publications and 
Newsletter in the whole region, 
were also showed up in the 
development administration.

Meanwhile, in his speech, 
Governor Gumarin, challenged 
everyone to continue on making 
the right choices for the future 
generation to inherit a healthy and 
progressive Guimaras.

“On our silver year, let us go 
forward and grow together as 
proud Guimarasnons and high 
spirited Filipinos. This is just a start 
of another history that Guimaras 
will unveil and witness,” Gumarin 
closed.



DILG named Gumarin RPOC Chairman

IN COMMAND. Governor Samuel T. Gumarin presides at the first quarter meeting 
of the Regional Peace and Order Council.

Samuel T. Gumarin, MD, MPH 
received his official appointment 
as the new chairman of Regional 
Peace and Order Council (RPOC) 
last January 11, 2017at the 
Provincial Capitol San Miguel, 
Jordan Guimaras.

DILG Secretary Ismael D. Sueno 
signed his appointment and 
was duly approved by President 
Rodrigo R. Duterte.

The said appointment is in 
accordance to the provisions 
of Executive Order No. 773, 
series of 2009 which orders the 
reorganization of RPOC.

Moreover, Gumarin expressed 
his gratitude over his appointment 
as RPOC Chair during the re-
organizational meeting last 
February 6, 2017 at the Camp 
Martin Teofilo B Delgado, Fort San 
Pedro, Iloilo City.

  Meanwhile, the said meeting 
was attended by the Council 
Members.

Agenda discussed were the 
Insurgency Situation in the 
region by the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (AFP) updates on 
the vpeace and order situation 

of the region by the Philippine 
National Police (PNP) and illegal 
drug situation in Region VI by 
the Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency (PDEA).

The Internal Peace and Security 
Operations (IPSO) was handed 
over by the AFP on October, 2014 
for having zero insurgency since 
2008. 

DTI monitors BPLS compliance
  The Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI) with the 
Department of Interior and 
Local Government (DILG) 
monitored the Business 
Permit and Licensing System 
(BPLS) compliance of Jordan 
and Buenavista on January 
20, 2017. 
   The said monitoring was done 
to check on the standards set 
by the program on the use of 
the Unified Form and Setting-
up of Business One-Stop-Shop 
(BOSS).
  Further, the presence of the 
BPLS Flow Chart and Customer 
and Compliant/ Information 

Desk and observance of one-
time processing and assessment 
of business permit applications 
were likewise checked.
  A Joint Memorandum Circular 
No. 01, Series of 2016 was 
issued on August 30, 2016 
prescribing the revised 
guidelines in BPLS streamlining 
nationwide.
  It calls for the adoption of 
three steps from five steps, 
which are application  filing 
and verification of business 
permit applications; one-time 
assessment of taxes, fees and 
charges; and pay and/or claim 
for Business Permits. 

  This mandates a two-day 
processing time for new 
applications and one (1) day 
renewal.
  The said circular orders the 
Local Government Units (LGUs) 
to automate and computerize 
all business permit transaction 
to hasten the frontline services.
  In Guimaras, the five (5) 
LGUs has already adopted the 
streamlined Business Permits 
and Licensing System (BPLS).
   The compliance on BPLS 
will improve business 
competitiveness of the Province 
of Guimaras. (With the report of 
DTI-Guimaras)



Centenarian shares secrets to long life
The Province of Guimaras 

gave recognition to the 
centenarian from Barangay 
La Paz, Nueva Valencia after 
the flag ceremony of the 
Provincial Government of 
Guimaras (PGG) employees 
and officials on January 23, 
2017.

“Utan ang sekreto ko kung 
ngaa nag lawig ako sang amu 
sini, kag wala ako naga ugtas 
gid pirme,” shared Avelina 
Geraldoy.

Geraldoy received a cheque 
incentive of  Php 10,000.00 
with a certificate of recognition 
led by the Provincial Social 
Welfare and Development Office 
(PSWDO).

A centenarian is a person who 
is 100 or more years old.

Geraldoy was born in year 
1916 and turned 100 years old 
on October 29, 2016.

Moreover, under Republic Act 
10868, all Filipinos who will turn 
100 in the current fiscal year 
will be awarded with a plaque of 
recognition and a cash incentive 
by their respective city or 
municipal governments as part 
of the annual Elderly Filipino 
Week.

Meanwhile, the plaque 
of recognition and cheque 
were presented by Provincial 
Administrator Alejandro 
Araneta, SP Member Josefina 
Dela Cruz and PSWD Officer 
Shirly Gabutin.

This program for Senior 
Citizens is an initiative of 

Photo taken during the visit of Avelina Geraldoy at the Provincial Capitol on January 
23, 2017 in which she was given recognition and a cheque as a centenarian.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin to 
show concern and care for our 
elderly especially those who 
have reached hundred years of 
age.

This year, the Provincial 

Government appropriated an 
amount of Php 600,000.00 for 
the Senior Citizens Welfare 
Program under the Special 
Purpose Appropriation of the 
PSWDO. 

In support to the Province’s 
thrust towards the promotion of 
the agri-tourism industry and the 
Guimaras: Bike Paradise of the 
Philippines Project, designated 
roads along the island-province 
were identified to be established 
as bike lanes.

The 8th Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan of Guimaras passed 
Ordinance No. 2016-008, Series of 
2016 otherwise known as the “Bike 
Lane Ordinance of 2016”. 

This identified bike lane is a 
1.5-meter wide pavement marked 

Bike lanes in Guimaras identified
by either a solid or broken lines and 
located on the rightmost side of 
the road to indicate where bikers/
cyclists should occupy.

These bike lanes shall be initially 
established at Barangay Poblacion, 
Jordan – San Miguel, Jordan – 
Ravina, Sibunag – Concordia, 
Sibunag – Concordia, Nueva 
Valencia – Poblacion, Nueva 
Valencia – Igang, Nueva Valencia 
– Salvacion, Nueva Valencia – 
Cabalagnan, Nueva Valencia – 
Igdarapdap, Nueva Valencia – San 
Antonio, Nueva Valencia – San 

Isidro, Sibunag – San Enrique, San 
Lorenzo – Supang, Buenavista; and 
will be used on Saturdays, Sundays 
and Holidays where numerous 
biking enthusiasts normally prefer.

The Guimaras Bike Paradise 
of the Philippines Project is a 
partnership between the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras (PGG) 
and the John B. Lacson Maritime 
Foundation University (JBLMFU). 

Bike Paradise is one of the 
several tourism circuits of the 
province which is eyed to help 
boost the industry.



To promote oral health care, 
the Provincial Government of 
Guimaras (PGG) in cooperation 
with the Philippine Dental 
Association (PDA)-Iloilo and 
Colgate-Palmolive Philippines 
launched the SMILE Guimaras 
Comprehensive Dental Program 
at  Brgy. Sta. Teresa, Jordan, 
Guimaras on February 10, 2017.

SMILE Guimaras aims to 
decrease the prevalence of 
dental caries through a package 
of dental services and oral health 
awareness among Guimarasnon 
pre-school children. 

The activity offered dental 
services like oral health education, 
giving of toothbrushing kit, tooth 
brushing drill, oral examination, 
oral prophylaxis, fluoride varnish 
application, pit and fissure sealant 

‘Smile Guimaras’ launched                                                            
to promote oral health care

application, atramatic restorative 
treatment, filling and extraction.

A former Provincial Health 
Officer, Governor Samuel T. 
Gumarin shared his thought on the 
advocacy of SMILE Guimaras.

“Ang ini nga programa 
ginpunduhan naton Php 
300,000.00 and ang target naton 
is 600 kay amu ini ang launching. 
This year gindugangan naton 
900,000Php, a total amount of 
1.2M ang target naton 100% sa 
preschool.  Ang ini nga program 
once matapos naton after three 
years tani magpabilin ang gintudlo 
sa aton,” he said.

Furthermore, Congresswoman 
Ma. Lucille Nava gave importance 
on the oral health aspects and 
educating children.

“We have to educate our 

children. Edukaron gid nga madula 
ang kahadlok sang mga bata sa 
dentista,” she said.

“The prettiest thing that you 
could wear is not the make-up, it is 
not the dress but your smile. I wish 
that the future of Guimarasnon 
children maybe as shiny as the 
health of their teeth,” Nava ended 
her message.

Moreover, a ceremonial 
installation or fitting of denture of 
six (6) recipients were assisted 
by Governor Gumarin and 
Congresswoman Nava.

SMILE Guimaras is a three-year 
program and is an initiative of the 
Province of Guimaras to ensure 
that every Guimarasnon preschool 
children are orally fit and has zero 
cavity. 

YOUNG BEAM. A kid from Barangay Sta. Teresa in Jordan town beams a wide smile as he undergoes a teeth check-up 
from one of the doctors of the Department of Health Region VI.



The total crime volume in 
Guimaras recorded a 25% 
decrease from a total of 204 
in January 2016 to 151 in 
January this year.

The Guimaras Police 
Provincial Office (GPPO) 
presented the Comparative 
Total Crime Volume broken 
down into index and non-index 
crimes today, February 21st 
during the Provincial Peace 
and Order Council (PPOC) first 
quarter meeting held at the 
GTIC Function Hall, San Miguel, 
Jordan.

The record of index crimes 
dropped from 65 to 60 reflecting 
an 8% decrease while non-index 
crimes significantly dented 
from 139 to 91, showing a 35% 
decline.

Meanwhile, the crime rate 
likewise decreased by 26% 
from 111.83 on January 2016 to 
82.77 on January 2017.

In his briefing on peace and 
order updates, PSSupt. Louis 
Garong, GPPO Provincial 
Director, cited that the Province 
of Guimaras is successful in 
terms of crime clearance and 
crime solution efficiency.

Crime Clearance Efficiency 
(CCE) went up by 8.16% (5.1%, 
January 2017), high above than 
the national target which is 
51.42%.

Crime Solution Efficiency 
(CSE) hiked by 7% (53.76%, 
January 2017), notably high 
above the national target output 
of 39.71%.

Guimaras PPOC was 
reorganized through Executive 
Order No. 43, Series of 2016. 

The Council provides 
a forum for dialogue and 
deliberation of major issues 
and problems affecting peace 
and order including insurgency, 
recommend measures which 
will improve or enhance peace 
and order and public safety 
and recommend measures to 
orchestrate internal security 
operations efforts of civil 
authorities and agencies, 
military and police, among other 
responsibilities.

Crime volume down by 25%

Seventy (70) pregnant women 
from five municipalities of the 
Province of Guimaras were the 
target participants of the National 
Women’s Month Celebration 
conducted on March 6, 2017 
at the GTIC Function Hall, San 
Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

With the theme “Alay Dunong 
Sa Nanay, Anak Taglay Galing 
Sa Buhay”  the said event aims 
to provide knowledge, update and 
empower  pregnant women to 
stand on their rights, and to ensure 
that woman will be the partners of 
man in the pursuit of the country’s 
economic, social , cultural and 
political development.

Women and Children’s 
Protection Desk (WCPD) 
Investigator Vangeline Roma 
Palomo encouraged the 
participants to give importance to 
their health especially the pregnant 
women.

“As a mother, kinanglan nga 
makahibalo kita mag-tatap kag 
mag halong sang atung kabataan, 
kinahinanglan naton amligan ang 
ginabusong kag dapat bal-an naton 
ang pagkaon kag bagay nga dapat 
naton likawan para sa paghalong 

Pregnant women retold 
of their rights, privileges

sa aton nga ginabusong,” she 
said.

Likewise, Palomo provided 
insights and salient features of 
Republic Act 9262 or Anti- Violence 
Against Women and Children.

“I am happy that every March 
may celebration nga Women kay 
diri gina acknowledge ang aton 
pagkababaye, it is our privilege and 
it’s an opportunity,” said Vangeline 
Palomo, WCPD Investigator. 

“Diri ninyo mahibal-an tungod 
amo ni sa ang ginasaligan ninyo 
at atleast may ihibalo kamu sang 
mga layi nga ga protektar sa aton 
nga mga babaye,” she added.

Furthermore, topics related on 
Health and Wellness of a Pregnant 
Woman and her Child and  
Homeyard Utilization for Healthy 
Foods were also discussed to the 
participants.

This annual activity in the 
Philippines is supported by 
Proclamation no. 224 s. 1998, 
Proclamation No. 227 s. 1998 and 
Republic Act No. 6949 s. 1990.

National Women’s Month 
Celebration every March is part of 
the worldwide observance of the 
International Women’s Day (IWD).

Source: Guimaras PPOC



DTI-Guimaras
joins  ‘BOSS’ 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry – Guimaras 
joined the Business One-
Stop-Shop (BOSS) in Nueva 
Valencia and Sibunag on 
January 10 and 11, 2017 
respectively. 

This is conducted by the 
respective LGUs every January 
1- 20 annually and considered 
as one of the support 
mechanisms of the Business 
Permits and Licensing System 
(BPLS).

 A total of 74 new and renewal 
DTI name registrations were 
processed on those mentioned 
dates.

On the other hand, DTI- 
Guimaras conducted lectures 
on Business Name Registration 
and other Fair Trade Laws to 
4Ps beneficiaries/ members of 
Nueva Valencia in partnership  
with DSWD Nueva Valencia. 

The BOSS is a venue where 
clients can renew and apply for 
business permits in an efficient 
and faster way. (With the report 
of DTI-Guimaras)

The Provincial Government 
of Guimaras reminds 
establishments engaged in 
food business to provide 
free potable water to their 
customers.

This is in compliance with 
Provincial Ordinance No. 2016-
02 or known as an “Ordinance 
Requiring All Establishments 
That Engage In Food Business 
to Provide Free Potable Water To 
Their Customers In The Province 
of Guimaras”.

This policy protects the health 
and safety of the people and 
other individuals who visit the 
province as guests for business 
or pleasure.

Likewise, this will protect the 
people from different diseases 
and other gastro-intestinal 
problems due to intake of food 
and unsafe water.

Denying the request of 
customers to be served with 
service water before, during 
and after meals and charging of 
free water to the total bill of the 

Food biz retold 
to provide free 
potable water

customer to offset the value of the 
water consumed are some of the 
prohibited acts of this ordinance.

Any person found guilty of 
violating the said ordinance shall 
be penalized.

Warning to comply with the 
ordinance shall be carried out for 
the first offense.

Violators for the second offense 
will have a fine of Php 1,000.00 
and warning for cancellation of 
business permit while for the third 
offense, a fine of Php 1,500.00 
and cancellation of business 
permit shall be imposed.

The enforcement, monitoring 
and evaluation in the provincial 
level is headed by the Governor.

The Provincial Administrator, 
Health Office, Sanitary Engineer, 
Treasurer and PNP Provincial 
Director are members of the 
team.

Further, it is emphasized that 
violation of any of the prohibited 
acts would render the owner 
liable for such omission or failure 
under the existing ordinance.

Biz name registration on upsurge
The trend of Business Name 

Registration Certificates (BNRCs) 
in Guimaras significantly surged 
showing a 311% increase from a 
total of 131 BNRCs on January 
2016  to 539 in January this year. 

The Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) Guimaras said that 
the conduct of Business One-Stop- 
Shop (BOSS) in Local Government 
Units (LGUs) contributed to the 
said  increase in business name 
registration. 

DTI-Guimaras joined the Business 

One Stop Shop (BOSS) in Nueva 
Valencia and Sibunag on January 
10 and 11, 2017 respectively. 

A total of 74 new and renewal DTI 
name registrations were processed 
on those mentioned dates.

Meanwhile, DTI-Guimaras 
conducted lectures on Business 
Name Registration and other Fair 
Trade Laws to 4Ps beneficiaries/ 
members of Nueva Valencia in 
partnership with DSWD Nueva 
Valencia.

The BOSS is one of the support 

mechanisms of the Business 
Permit Licensing System in which 
businessmen can apply or renew 
their business permits in an easier, 
faster and economical way.

DTI simplified the requirements 
on business name registration. 

Registration fees (according 
to business scope) are ₱200.00 
(Barangay), P500.00 (Municipality), 
₱1,000.00 (Regional) and  
₱2,000.00  (National) and  ₱ 15.00 
for Documentary Stamp. /With the 
report of DTI-Guimaras









Film neophytes brace for first ‘CineMangga’ 

 Some 500 students from 
different schools in Guimaras have 
undergone a series of training 
and workshop for filmmaking as 
a preparation for the upcoming 
CineMangga 2017.

 “This coming Manggahan 2017, 
we will be having Cinemangga and 
we are encouraging Guimarasnons 
to join especially the students, so 
we’re here to lecture them the basics 
of making a short film,” said Allen 
Galindo, the resource person and 
lead organizer of Cinemangga 2017. 

“CineMangga is a film festival that 
aims to discover and promote the 
culture, heritage, tradition, and arts of 
Guimaras through films,” he said. 

He also cited that the festival will 
also bring people together in telling 
and supporting Guimaras stories.

Fifteen thousand pesos (Php 

15,000.00) will be given to the first 
prize winner.

He further said that the contest 
contains two types - the open and 
student category.

“For the student category the 
director must be a student officially 
enrolled at any schools in the province 
of Guimaras only one film per director 
is accepted,” Galindo said. 

“Films must not exceed fifteen 
(15) minutes and less than three (3) 
minutes in length, including credits, 
and films must be in Hiligaynon or 
Kinaray-a and subtitled in English. 
Films must be in narrative form. Films 
that have been produced 8 months 
preceding CineMangga Film Festival 
and films that have not been exhibited 
on the Internet and only films that 
meet the set guidelines will be part of 
the Official Selection for Competitive 

Films,” he added.
Galindo also stated that the same 

guidelines and requirement were 
given to the open category except 
of having a shot in at least one(1) 
location in Guimaras (may be a 
tourist spot, landmark, heritage sites, 
activities, events, festivals, and all 
other tourism circuits in the province 
of Guimaras).

CineMangga is the First Guimaras 
Short Film Festival that will be 
launched this May during Manggahan 
Festival 2017.

Moreover, he also stressed that 
workshop will help the participants to 
express themselves in a medium that 
is understood by everybody.

“As a Guimarasnon, and one of the 
pioneers in filmmaking in the province, 
I feel the responsibility of sharing my 
ideas and knowledge to them. Since 
film is a universal language, it is an 
opportunity for self-expression and 
identify the culture and traditions 
that we have to showcase to various 
audience,” he said.

Galindo believes that the series of 
workshops they give does not only 
focus on the filmmaking process 
itself, but it also drives for community 
involvement in the continuous growth 
of the province in the aspect of culture 
and arts. 

 “I believe that Guimaras has a 
wide variety of culture. Some stories 
have been told, some stories are yet 
to be discovered,” he further shared.

Students and pupils from Guimaras 
State College (GSC) Main Campus, 
Supang National High School, GSC 
Mosqueda Campus and San Miguel 
Central School were the participants.

PICTURE IN MOTION. Allen Galindo leads the next generation of film enthusiasts through a 
series of the first CineMangga Film Festival workshop.

“As a biking destination, pushing 
tourism industry is  our goal to get 
tourist to visit Guimaras, what would 
make Guimaras stand out is to cater 
tourist in a green perspective,” said 
Christopher Leo Voss, a bike tour 
guide during the three-day Biker’s 
Tour Guide Training held at the GTIC 
Board Room, San Miguel, Jordan, 
Guimaras on March 14-16.

According to Voss, green 
perspective means, tourists can 
experience touring within the 
community riding their bicycles 
with their tour guides wherein 
they can bond together with the 
Guimarasnons and feel what 

‘Cater tourist in a green perspective’- biker guide
Guimaras really is. 

Furthermore, OIC/Provincial 
Tourism Officer, Liberty Ferrer 
imparted insights and information 
regarding tourism awareness.

“We have to promote the standard 
of Guimaras, let’s not go one time 
big time, ang kinanhanglan naton 
ay ang continuous nga balik sang 
tourist,” said Liberty Ferrer. 

Angeles Gabinete, one of the 
resource persons, shared the 
significance of good customer 
service.

“We have to dress appropriately 
and suitable attire, proper etiquette 
and always wear a smile, always 

remember that first impression 
lasts,” she said. 

The said training gathered 
participants from the land transport 
sectors, sites and tour guides and 
bikers as well from the  different 
towns of Guimaras and Iloilo.

Meanwhile, in partnership with 
John B. Lacson Maritime Foundation 
University (JBLFMU) the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras (PGG) 
thru the Provincial Tourism Office 
conducted the said training to 
promote efficient, responsive and 
quality bike tour guiding experience 
and also to fully educate tour guides 
on what Guimaras has to offer.  



Mango production in the 
Province of Guimaras recovered 
in 2015, according to the 
Philippines Statistics Authority 
(PSA) Guimaras.

The local mango industry 
suffered a slump in 2008, posting 
a 39.7 – percent decrease from its 
2007 production.

In 2010 production started to pick 
up until it fully recovered in 2015 at 
11, 755 metric tons – 17.9 - percent 
higher than the 2014 production and 
62.9 – percent above 7, 218 metric 
tons in 2009, its lowest output.

While production in 2016 slowed 
down compared to 2015,it was still 
way up than its production over the 
past seven years (2008 to 2014), 
the PSA said.

Of Guimaras’ total land area 
of 60,457 hectares, 8.6 percent 
(5,202.8 hectares) was planted to 
mango. Mango is planted in all its 
five towns.

As of 2015, there were 137,900 
bearing mango trees in the 
province, PSA data showed. Of the 
trees, 89.6 percent (123,500) were 

of the carabao mango variety, 
known for its tender taste and 
sweet aroma.

Guimaras mangoes – declared 
seeds and pulp weevil- free 
– are allowed to enter foreign 
markets, such as United States 
and Australia. They have made 

Mango production up

Dr. Lucille L. Nava, 
Representative of the Lone 
District of Guimaras and 
Assistant Secretary (ASec) 
Hansel Didulo of the Department 
of Agriculture (DA) were the 
guests of honor during the 
ceremonial turn-over of fishing 
gears under the Bottom-Up 
Budgeting (BUB) Project of the 
town of Buenavista, Guimaras.

Said turn-over ceremony 
was part of the annual Palayag 

their way to the White House and 
Buckingman Palace.

To promote the industry, the 
province holds the Manggahan 
Festival, which features a mango-
all-you-can-eat, agri trade and 
tourism fair, bike fest and cultural 
competitions. /PIA

Festival of Buenavista held every 
second week of January where 
Mayor Eugenio Reyes welcomed 
all the guests.

Fishing and farming are 
considered the primary source 
of livelihood of the people of 
Buenavista hence the support 
from the government is 
necessary.

Buenavista town is the biggest 
among the five (5) and is the 
second (2nd) class municipality.

Fishing gears turned 
over in Buenavista
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Transport groups in the 
Province of Guimaras is setting 
up the groundworks for the 2017 
Manggahan Festival through 
a series of conferences which 
started on February 16, 2017 at 
the GTIC Board Room.

Atty. Jose Marie Lamparero 
from the Land Transportation 
Franchising and Regulatory Board 
(LTFRB) Region VI provided 
insights on the standard fare 
matrix, other related policies of 
their agency and the significance 
of the transport sector in the 

Transport groups gear up for Manggahan Fest
tourism industry. 

“Daku ang chance sang aton 
tourism industry kung ma-organize 
naton ang public transportation, 
pag naging efficient ang land 
and sea transport, sigurado nga 
magabalik gid ang mga turista”, 
said Atty. Lamparero.

Guimaras tourism statistics, 
targets and Land Transportation 
Office (LTO) formed part of the 
agenda.

Ms. Liberty Ferrer of the Provincial 
Tourism Office (PTourO) imparted 
the role of the sea transport group.

“Kamu ang daku namun nga 
bulig kay wala iban nga entry nga 
makasulod ang aton tourist kundi 
kamu nga aton sea transport 
group,” she said. 

The meeting was attended by 
SP Member Cresente P. Chavez 
Jr., Honorary Chairperson of 
Committee on Transportation, 
Ms. Virginia Ganza, Marlon Ticao 
of LTO and the presidents and 
representatives from the different 
land and sea transport groups.

Tourism is one of the major 
economic drivers of the Province 
of Guimaras.

The Province of Guimaras 
was chosen to be part of Ronda 
Pilipinas 2017.

The said event gathered the 96 
riders from all over the Philippines.

“Since this is the first time 
that Guimaras joined the Ronda 
Pilipinas as number 13 in the cycling 
stage, the Province of Guimaras is 
grateful of the partnership that has 
been established in the promotion 
of the Island,” said Liberty N. Ferrer, 

Guimaras Province stage
13 of Ronda Pilipinas 2017

OIC Provincial Tourism Office.
The cycling stage in Guimaras 

was scheduled last March 2, 2017, 
traversing 45 kilometers within the 
island. 

Likewise, Governor Samuel T. 
Gumarin welcomed all participants 
and guests in the event.

“This is one of the events that we 
welcome in our province because 
Guimaras has a capacity and 
potential to hold this kind of activity 

and one of the reason is having a free 
insurgency island,” Gumarin said.

Moreover, Ronda Pilipinas 2017 is 
the biggest national cycling stage race 
covering over a thousand kilometres 
through Luzon and Visayas. 

The said event aims to develop 
and discover new and young Filipino 
cyclists. 

The event is a part of the long term 
commitment of the principal sponsor, 
LBC - the country’s courier of choice 
in an athletic discipline that the 
Filipinos love and where the Filipino 
can really excel.

Meanwhile, the aid activity wants 
to continue the pursuit of providing 
a strong base for the improvement 
of the sports and the Filipino 
cyclists to be back on the highest 
possible level in Asia as platform 
for competing with the best of 
the world and firmly establish the 
corporate and sporting partnership 
with the business sector led by the 
country’s courier of choice-LBC 
and other sponsors.

This also wants to improve efforts 
with the Local Government Units 
in optimizing sports events like 
Ronda Pilipinas in the promotion of 
tourism and environment protection 
and preservation.

IRON MEN. The top three winners of Ronda Pilipinas Guimaras leg raise their respective 
prizes after hours of challenging tracks to go through in the island.



Guimaras Province stage
13 of Ronda Pilipinas 2017



Palangaon ninyo ang training nga 
inyo natun an, palangaon ninyo 
ang trabaho nga inyo matup an 
because I know future are bright 
for you,” she said.

KVTS President, Cory Carino 
also imparted learning experiences 
to all the graduates.

“It was a great challenge on 
the part of graduates, to give 
honor to Guimaras equip with the 
National Certificate Level II and 
they are now the identified and 
qualified workforce of Guimaras 
having with them the skills and 
competencies ready in the world 
of work. I hope that ang inyo skills 
kag certificate mapares na ninyo 
sa maayo nga pamatasan. Kag 
kung pigado kita ang aton lang 
gid nga kapital dapat mapisan 
kag dapat may abilidad kita kag 
willing kita mag sakripisyo,” she 
shared.

Shielded Metal Arc Welding 
(SMAW) NCII is a short TESDA 
course in the Philippines that train 
in welding carbon steel plate and 
pipe components as specified by 
layout, blueprints, diagrams, work 
order, welding procedure or oral 
instructions using shielded metal 
arc equipment. 

Through the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras and  
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development- Sustainable 
Livelihood Program (DSWD-
SLP), 102 Shielded Metal Arc 
Welding (SMAW) NC II trainees 
graduated recently in the 
Province of Guimaras.

The SMAW NCII training was 
conducted at Kryz Vocational 
and Technical School (KVTS) 
Binggawan Campus, Binggawan, 
Iloilo. It is an in-house training held 
on November 24 –December 14, 
2016. 

SMAW NC II trainees came 
from the different municipalities 
of Guimaras, 36 from Buenavista, 
30 from San Lorenzo and 36 from 
Sibunag and completed the 346 
hours of training. 

Moreover, Hon. Josefina de la 
Cruz graced the said program.

“The 102 trainees that completed 
the training kag natagaan sang 
accreditation certificate   NC II or 
NC I capital na ninyo ina in finding 
a fruitful and meaningful work thus 
making yourselves productive not 
only of your respective towns, 
province, not only of the nation 
but of your respective family. 

102 trainees graduate from 
Metal Arc Welding course

THE MOLDED. Graduates of the SMAW Course get ready to receive their hard-earned 
certificates of completion from TESDA Guimaras as they top off the training course.



MSMEs prompted of proper 
weighing, product marks

The Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI)-Guimaras 
is reminding the public and 
the Micro, Small and Medium 
Entrepreneurs (MSMEs) in 
the Province of Guimaras of 
the importance of weighing 
scales and the use of product 
certification marks.

They conducted an inspection 
at Jordan Food Terminal Market, 
Barangay San Miguel, Jordan 
recently to check the functionality 
and effectiveness of the  weighing 
scales used by MSMEs.

The team was composed of the 
Municipal Treasury Office (MTO), 
the Philippine National Police and 
DTI. 

A total of one hundred twenty 
(120) weighing scales were 
inspected and seven (7) were 
found to be defective which were 
confiscated by the MTO.

Meanwhile, DTI-Guimaras 
sent out the Bureau of Product 
Standards (BPS) Memorandum 
Circular No. 16-04 or a Policy on 
the Use and Monitoring of Product 
Certification Marks to retail stores. 

The Circular clarifies the proper 
use of Philippine Standard (PS) 
and Import Commodity Clearance 
(ICC) marks on products under 
mandatory certification.

 It also addresses concerns 
of manufacturers, importers and 
traders on the proper use of 
prescribed marks/logos/stickers 
and where to affix them on the 
products.

Said Circular also specifies that 
a PS and ICC mark/logo/sticker 
should be affixed on the items and/
or on the packaging of a product.  

Exception applies to ballast, 
lamp, circuit breaker, electric tape, 
wires and cables, and flat cord,  
television set, air conditioning unit, 
refrigerator and microwave oven, 
when affixing marks/logos/stickers 
to the product, can cause damage 
to its original packaging.  

Further, the circular specifies 
that DTI monitors and enforcers be 
allowed to access to the stockrooms 
of manufacturers/importers to 
verify  product inventories bearing 
PS and ICC marks/logo/stickers.  

When a manufacturer or 
importer fails to present the 
appropriate product’s box/
package, the Circular cites that it 
shall be construed as violation of 
the provisions and be dealt with in 
accordance with established rules 
and policies. 

To help improve the quality of 
public educational services in  
Guimaras, the Check My School 
(CMS) Program in Guimaras 
continues to serve by constantly 
identifying issues and concerns 
of public schools in Guimaras.

Water system or potable water 
source, repair of classrooms, 
need for additional classroom, 
fencing, additional comfort rooms, 
improvement of playground, reading 
center or library/E-classrooms, 
facilities (e.g. televisions, computers 

CMS helps improve educational services in Guimaras
laptops) and sports facilities were the 
issues and concerns being identified 
by the CMS team in Guimaras.

The said program is a participatory 
non-profit initiative for the education 
sector in Guimaras that helps 
promote quality education by bringing 
in the participation of citizens and 
communities into the governance of 
public schools in the province.

CMS facilitate access to 
school information, feedback, and 
resolution of issues likewise, building 
partnership with various stakeholders 

from government, civil society, 
academe, media and community is 
a crosscutting strategy it uses in all 
three tasks. 

Meanwhile, according to CMS 
Guimaras Project Coordinator 
Charrie Joy Masculino, the process 
of diagnosing school situation is 
the volunteers take time to visit 
the schools to access records on 
enrolment, classrooms, seats, 
textbooks, budget achievement test 
results, and other data relevant to the 
community.

KEEPING TAB. On one market day, the inspectorate team led by DTI-Guimaras monitors 
and checks the weighing scales  of MSMEs in Jordan Public Market. 



Parole and Probation 
Administration Region 6 
presented the construction of 
Halfway House and Livelihood 
Training Center (HHLTC) 
located at Barangay Lanipe, 
Nueva Valencia during the 
Stakeholders Convergence 
Dialogue on February 23, 2017 
at GTIC Building San Miguel, 
Jordan, Guimaras.

According to Charito A. Zamora, 
Regional Director of Parole 
and Probation Administration- 
VI, there were three generous 
lot donors of the said center 
namely: Mr. Gregorio Garmay, 
Dr. Domingo Diel, Jr. and   Mrs. 
Divina Granada-Inocito.

HHLTC is a model of 
community-based approach 
designed to carry out residential 
and non-residential programs for 
clients, temporary home for DOJ-
PPA clientele and a permanent 
venue for livelihood activities

“This proposed HHLTC is 
designed to accommodate 20-
30 client-residents at any given 
time” said Zamora.

Zamora also elaborated that 
the HHLTC aims to provide 
enabling mechanisms to 
selected probationers, parolees 
and conditional pardonees to 
facilitate their transformation 
into effective law-abiding and 
productive members of our 
society.

Halfway home for parolees, 
probationers up in Guimaras

“Specifically, the project is 
designed to provide clients with 
shelter and family life experience, 
venue for skills development, 
center for livelihood/income-
generating projects and center 
for structural life experiences 
and group dynamics activities,” 
she said.

The center will likewise provide 
other need-based and focused 
human resource development 
program and a venue for live-in 
trainings, seminars, workshops 
for PPA-DOJIUFEWW personnel 
& Volunteer Probation Assistants 
(VPAs) as well as GOs and 
NGOs, she added. 

Moreover, land titling (Lot 1284-
E, Lot 1284-F and Lot 1285-A-1), 
land tax exemption, temporary 
circumferential fence, road right 
of way, tree-planting, submission 
of building plans to the Black 
Rosary Crusade Foundation 
through Central Office and  DA 
Lorna Yumul, donation from 
Black Rosary Crusade amounting 
to PhP 412,800.00 , tapping the 
office of the Congressman for the 
provision of electrification line , 
installation of deep well with pump 
by the Provincial Government 
of Guimaras, and endorsement 
of RDC VI, NEDA VI of HHLTC 
– March 26, 2015  were the 
relevant activities undertaken of 
the HHLTC program.

Likewise, endorsement of 

HHLTC to Sec. Singon, DPWH 
thru Usec. Ma. Catalina E. 
Cabral – May 12, 2015, dialogue 
with Governor Gumarin, DPWH 
District Engineer Ubaldo, 
Guimaras PENRO, led by RD 
Charito A. Zamora and DA 
Lorna A. Yumul  – Feb. 11, 
2016, leg working for the signing 
of the deed of donation, joint 
segregation survey by Guimaras 
PENRO and Guimaras DPWH, 
consultation with Geodetic 
Engineer Vidad were the other 
important  activities undertaken.

“We also started the 
preparation of the program of 
works of HHLTC by Guimaras 
DPWH and submission to DPWH 
Central Office for approval and 
funding as requested by Sec.  
Singson, thru Walter R. Ocampo, 
Dir. VI, DPWH – April 5, 2016, 
procurement of certification from 
Minse and Geo Sciences Bureau, 
DENR, and endorsement of 
Administrator Manuel G. Co to 
DBM For Budget” Zamora stated.

Also barangay consultation – 
June 30, 2016, endorsement of 
DPWH Acting Secretary Rafael C. 
Yabut to Sec. Vitaliano Aguirre, II. 
- July 16, 2016, endorsement of 
Sec. Aguirre, II to Sec. Benjamin 
E. Diokno, DBM July 20, 2016, 
submission of project proposal 
with complete supporting 
documents to Sec. Mark A. 
Villar, DPWH – Sept. 5, 2016, 
and grading of access road to 
the project site by the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras were 
already assumed by the HHLTC” 
she added.

Further, according to Zamora 
the construction of the initial 
structure using the fund from 
Black Rosary Crusade with 
the support of the Province of 
Guimaras, and the approval of 
the budget for HHLTC by DBM or 
DPWH is our prospects for this 
program.

Meanwhile, Governor Samuel 
T. Gumarin, Vice Governor John 
Edward Gando, Administrator 
Manuel G. Co, CESO I of Parole 
and Probation and Hon. Reynante 
B. Orceo, Undersecretary, 
Department of Justice attended 
the said dialogue.

Photo taken during one of the Barangay Consultations of the Provincial Parole and 
Probation Administration Guimaras in 2016.



The Provincial Council for the 
Protection of Children (PCPC) is 
ready to implement programs for 
the protection and development 
of children this year by approving 
the 2017 Work and Financial Plan 
(WFP), February 8th at the PSWDO 
Conference Hall.

The Council approved a total 
of Php 1.8M for the support in 
sustaining the functionality of 
Municipal and Barangay Councils 
for the Protection of Children 
(MCPC) (BCPC), institutionalizing 
child-friendliness in communities 
and monitoring and evaluation.

The amount is likewise for the 
promotion of children’s rights, 
support to the thrust of realizing 
children’s survival, protection and 
development rights.

“Ang aton 2017 PCPC WFP is 
the basis for the implementation of 
the services for the betterment of 
the children,” Ms. Shirly Gabutin, 
Asst. PSWDO, said.

She also emphasized the 
implementation of the Children’s 
Code this year.

Out of 98 barangays in 2016, 
76 had star ratings on Child 
Friendliness and 91 were functional.

This year, the council aims to 
increase the number of barangays 
with at least two-star ratings with 
mature or ideal level of BCPC 
functionality.

Meanwhile, in his State of the 
Province Address 2016, Governor 
Samuel T. Gumarin cited the 
province’s advances on the 
situation of our children.  

“Reflecting the status of our 
children in terms of enjoying their 
survival rights, the health condition 
of our children improved as our 
underweights decreased to 3.69% 
in 2015 from 3.72% in 2014,” he 
said.

He also cited the improvement 
in mortality rate or death among 

PCPC all set to sustain 
child-friendly programs

children below five years old.
“Similarly, our under-five mortality 

rate or death among children below 
five (5) years old also decreased 
to 13.5 per 1000 livebirths in 2015 
from 15.43 in 2014.  Assured that 
they would be able to care for their 
newborns, our pregnant mothers’ 
survival in 2015 is 100% as we did 
not have any maternal death or 0 
maternal mortality rate,” he said.

In his report, there were more 
children who are enrolled in our 
secondary schools as the Net 
Enrolment Rate increased to 69% 
in school year (SY) 2014 from 
66.64% in the previous school year.  

He also highlighted the increase 
of enrolment rate.

“Furthermore, almost all of our 
elementary pupils enrolled four 
years ago completed and graduated 
in 2014 compared to 95.61% in 
2013.  The same is true for our high 
school level where the completion 
rate increased to 82.49% from 
80.72% the previous school year,” 
he disclosed.

The protection interventions 
for our children from abuse have 
also effected as our children in 
need of special protection (CNSP) 
dramatically decreased by 34%, 
from 113 in 2014 to 75 in 2015.  
The same positive result to our 
women as the reported cases 
of abuse on them decreased by 
54%, from 123 in 2014 to 56 in 
2015.

These accomplishments can be 
largely attributed to our functional 
Local Councils for the Protection 
of Children.  

The Guimaras Provincial 
Council for the Protection of 
Children (PCPC) and the five 
(5) Municipal Councils for the 
Protection of Children (MCPCs) 
are all active and functional.  







The 2016 average year-on-year 
headline inflation rate of Guimaras 
was at 2.1 percent, faster than the 
1.8 percent recorded in 2015.

The monthly inflation rate picked 
up by 1.7 percent at the beginning of 
the year and end up at the same rate 
in December.  

The fastest rate of increase was at 
2.9 percent recorded in March while 
the slowest was at 1.3 percent in 
May 2016. However, in the months 
of June and July it rose again to 2.7 
percent and 2.8 percent, respectively 
nearing the highest level recorded in 
March.  

Compared to 2015, the highest 
rate was noted at the beginning of the 
year at 4.8 percent. It continuously 
decreased to a low of 2.0 percent 
in March translating to a reduction 
of more than half than its rate in 
January. However, the rate of change 
inched up in the months of April & 
May before it dropped to a low of 0.5 
percent in the month of July.  From 
then, inflation rate fluctuated until it 
ends up at 1.6 percent in December, 
still lower by 64.4 percent than the 
rate at the beginning of 2015. 

Meanwhile, on Consumer Price 
Index (CPI), all items constantly 
increased for three consecutive 
years, from an index of 138.6 in 2014 
to a high at 144.0 in 2016. 

Among the commodity group, 8 
out of 11 commodities consistently 

increased its indices in 3 years and 
two posted fluctuating trends.  

Only communication remained 
stable in three consecutive years at 
an index of 108.5 percent. 

In 2016, CPI all items increased 
by 3.0 percentage points pushed 
by the increased prices on the 
following commodities: Food and 
Non-Alcoholic Beverages; Clothing 
and    Footwear; Furnishings, 
Household Equipment and Routine 
Maintenance of the House; 
Transport; Recreation and Culture; 
Restaurant and Miscellaneous 
Goods and Services.  

The indices of Housing, Water, 
Electricity, Gas and Other Fuels 
had been register with the fastest 
rate of change in 2016 posting 
a 6.9 percent increment over its 
2015 levels. Followed by Alcoholic 
Beverages and Tobacco; Clothing 
and Footwear; and Food and 
Non-Alcoholic Beverages with 
1.9 percent, 1.5 percent, and 1.3 
percent, increase, respectively.

Further, the average Purchasing 
Power of the Peso (PPP) in 
Guimaras in the last three years 
had been constantly weakening. 
This means that the purchasing 
capability of Php 1.00 in 2006 
depreciated by 0.28 centavos 
in 2014, 0.29 centavos in 2015 
and  0.31 centavos in 2016. /
PSA-Guimaras

Inflation rate picks up at 1.7%

More than 150 Pantawid 
Pamilyang Pilipino Program 
(4Ps) students of Nueva Valencia 
Central School received dental 
care kits last February 26, 2017.

The distribution of the said 
kits is the project cause of the 
fun ride- Padyak Kalusugan, the 
health advocacy of John B. Lacson 
Maritime Foundation University 
(JBLMFU) in cooperation with 
Local Government Unit (LGU)- 
Nueva Valencia.

According to the OIC Provincial 
Tourism Officer of the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras (PGG), 
Liberty N. Ferrer, the 2017 Padyak 
Kalusugan with the theme, Give 
the Gift of Great Oral Health is 
a campaign for the awareness 
on dental fitness  of Nueva 
Valenciahanon students.

“It is one of the series of biking 
events held annually in the province 
together with Padyak Kaligtasan 
for safety advocacy and Padyak 
Kalikasan for environmental 
advocacy,” said Ferrer.

Likewise, Dr. Ronald Raymond 
L. Sebastian, Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of JBLMFU said that 
they also aim to promote good oral 
health especially to the students 
who are 4Ps beneficiaries.

 Dr. Sebastian also emphasized 
the importance of good oral 
hygiene in the health condition of 
every student. 

Meanwhile, Althea Quintibano, 
a Grade V student and one of the 
said beneficiaries imparted her 
knowledge of having a good oral 
health condition.

“Para sa akon kung maayo ang 
oral health sa isa ka studyante  
madasig ini mag excel sa klase 
tungod nga wala sang possible 
nga absent nahibangod  lang sa 
pagkasakit sang ngipon,”  she said.

“Kag gapasalamat man ako nga 
isa ako sa mga beneficiaries sang 
sini nga dental pack,” she added. 

Pantawid Pamilya 
beneficiaries get 
dental care kits 

Data generated from the 
Decentralized Vital Statistics System 
(DVSS) revealed that in 2016 males 
registered births outnumbered 
females in the province of Guimaras. 

The male percentage value is higher 
by 2.57 percent than female. 

The male group  comprised 51.28 
percent of the 3,348 total births recorded 
while females shared 48.72 percent.   

Three out of the five municipalities 
of the province posted higher male 
registered births than female. 

These are the municipalities of 
Jordan, Buenavista and San Lorenzo 
with a gender gap of 4.63, 5.25  and 

Male births register
higher than  female 

4.92 percentage points, respectively. 
On the contrary, female registered 

births was higher than their male 
counterpart in the Municipalities  of  
Nueva Valencia  and Sibunag with a 
gender gap of 6.94 percent  and 22.89 
percent, respectively.   

In totality, Jordan recorded the 
highest number of registered births with 
2,181 accounting 65.14 percent of the 
province’s total. Buenavista and Nueva 
Valencia followed with 591 (17.65%) 
and 432 births (12.90%). Sibunag 
and San Lorenzo registered the least 
with 83 (2.48%)  and 61 (1.82%), 
respectively. /PSA-Guimaras



The demand for poultry 
products in the Province of 
Guimaras by the resorts and 
restaurants increased due to the 
higher demands of tourists.

Poultry products continued to 
play a major economic and cultural 
role; thus, the rising of domesticated 
birds such as chicken and ducks for 
purpose of farming meat or eggs for 
food are among the economic and 
cultural activity in the province that 
serves as its people’s livelihood.

Agriculture and tourism is identified 
as one of the major economic drivers 
of the province.

In 2014, the province recorded its 
highest chicken stocks with 475, 914 
birds but in January 2017, it dropped 
to 451,235 birds which corresponds to 
5.29% over its 2014 level and chicken 
tally of 456,155 birds composed only 
of layers and native was reported in 
2016.

The inventory of chicken by type 
in the province for the period 2014-
2017 showed significant increase 
especially for layers which posted 
an 11.8 % in 2017; which equates 
to 32,950 heads versus the 29,450 

Poultry products demand rises
heads in 2016 hence, the number 
show that native  chickens were 
highly produce than layers and boilers 
in Guimaras.

The province of Guimaras shared 
the smallest contribution with only 
451, 235 birds, of which figured only 
3.75 percent of the Region’s total 
inventory. 

Similarly, Aklan  held  a  fraction  of  
7.53  percent then  Antique  with  7.81  
percent.

The province of Guimaras shared 
the smallest contribution with  only  
451,235 birds, of which figured only 
3.75 percent of the Region’s total 
inventory. 

Similarly, Aklan  held  a  fraction  of  
7.53  percent then  Antique  with  7.81  
percent.

The island-province shared the 
smallest contribution of chicken 
stocks for Western Visayas with 
only 451,235 birds which figures to 
only 3.75 percent of total out of the 
accumulated number of chicken 
stocks of 12,019,823 as of January 
2017.

Moreover, duck inventory for 
January 2017 showed that it strive to 

rise with 13,647 total counts compared 
to its decrease of 11.76% for the year 
2015 to 2016 which summed up   to 
13,554, heads in 2016 and 15,360 
heads in 2015.

Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA)-Guimaras also emphasized 
that ducks produced through 
backyard farming since there are no 
commercial farms operating in the 
province.

Backyard farm refers to any farm 
that does not qualify as a commercial 
farm while commercial farm satisfies 
at least one condition from livestock, 
poultry, broiler, layers or natives.

Meanwhile, livestock are 
farm animals kept or raised for 
consumption, work or leisure 
which covers only those that are 
tended and raised by an operator-
composed of carabao, cattle, goat 
and swine.

In their record, swine dominated 
the number, which accounted 36.99 
percent, followed by goat with 25.73 
percent, cattle 20.75 percent and 
carabao with 16.53 percent of the 
total livestock in the province. With 
the report of PSA-Guimaras

The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) Provincial Office- 
Guimaras established the 
Community-managed  Potable 
Water Sanitation and Hygiene 
(CPWASH) Project in the four towns  
of Guimaras; Nueva Valencia, 
Jordan, Sibunag and San Lorenzo.

Iron Removable Filter (IFR), 
Biogas Digester, Biosand Filters, and 
Rainwater Harvesting were the said 
Projects being implemented.

The IFR is a process in which iron 
is removed from the water, protecting 
plumbing and eliminating ugly staining 
and unpleasant taste and odor of 
water, Biogas Digester or methane 

Water sanitation projects present in four towns
digester is a piece of equipment 
which can turn organic waste into 
usable fuel, Biosand filters remove 
pathogens and suspended solids 
through a combination of biological 
and physical processes that take 
place in the biolayer and within the 
sand column which have been shown 
to remove heavy metals and turbidity 
and contaminants such as bacteria, 
viruses and protozoa and also help 
reduce discoloration and Rainwater 
Harvesting is the accumulating and 
storing of rainwater for reuse before it 
reaches the aquifer.

Moreover in 2016, the said projects 
were installed in Brgy., Calaya, Nueva 

Valencia  for Calaya Elementary 
School, Calaya National High School 
and at Calaya Baranggay Hall; at 
Balcon Melliza Elementary School and 
Sitio Karag-uman, Balcon Maravilla 
in Jordan, at Sebaste, Sibunag for 
the  TMPF Association and Sebaste 
Fundacion Elementary School; and at  
Brgy. Cabano in San Lorenzo for the 
Cabano Brgy. Irrigators Development 
Associaton, Inc., the Doña Lucia C. 
Locsin Memorial Elementary School 
and at Cabano Brgy. Hall.

Beneficiaries of the CPWASH 
Project were numerous students and 
teachers, households and selected 
ARBS, of the four towns. 








