
RIPENED. Hubon Binagtong sa Manggahan dancers swarm the streets of Iloilo City of their mango-inspired costumes and 
yellow ripe smiles during Kasadyahan Festival 2017 torching the road to being this year’s champion. 

Hubon Binagtong sa 
Manggahan from Nueva Valencia, 
Guimaras province was hailed 
the victor during the Kasadyahan 
Regional Cultural Contest of 

Dinagyang Festival 2017 held on 
January 21, 2017.

The winning tribe likewise bagged 
six out of seven minor awards such 
as Best in Costume, Best in Music, 
Best Musical Director, Best in 
Choreography, Best Choreographer, 
and Best Performance.

The pride of Guimaras came from 
Cabalagnan National High School in 
Nueva Valencia town.

It dethroned the two-year 
champion Tribu Tatusan of Caluya 
town in Antique which placed second 
this year.

Tribu Pintados de Passi of Passi 
City came in third followed by 
Tinabuay Festival of Murcia, Negros 

Guimaras on top priority
areas of DENR nationwide

Guimaras reaches 
silver provincehood

The Provincial Government of 
Guimaras (PGG) celebrated the 
founding anniversary on May 22, 
2017 through a grand production 
showcasing its inception as a sub-
province of Iloilo to its separation as 
an independent province in 1992.

It is a grand landmark of the 
vibrant and historic 25 years for the 
people of Guimaras especially the 
personages that were monumental 

The Provincial Government 
of Guimaras gave honor to the 
nine governors of  the Province 
of Guimaras who served as 
leaders in the past 25 years.

The kin of deceased governors 
Antonio Ortiz, Abelardo Javellana 
and Dr. Catalino Nava received 
citations from the capitol in 
front of hundreds of guests who 
celebrated the province’s 25th 
founding anniversary.

Ortiz, Javellana and Nava 
served as the governor of 
Guimaras from July 1966 to 1992, 
when it was still a sub-province of 
Iloilo.

Former Iloilo governors 
Conrado Norada and Leopoldo 
Locsin also served within this 
period.

Emily Lopez, who came with 
her cousin Esther Anastacio, 
received her citation personally. 
It was during Lopez’s term 
when Manggahan Festival was 
born and the National Mango 
Research and Development 
Center, now Guimaras National 
Crop Research, Development and 
Production Support Center, was 
relocated to the island-province.

Also honored were the sons 
of the late Catalino Nava, former 
governors Joaquin Carlos 
Rahman and Felipe Hilan.

Former congressman JC 
Rahman received the citation 
with his wife, Cong. Lucille, 
and children, Ina Katalina and 
Catalino Rahman.

Felipe, however, was not 
present. His sister, Dr. NL Cathrel 

Past guvs
honored

Guimaras reached its 25th year being a full-fledged province.
in the development of the island for 
the past decades. 

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
was grateful to all who have been 
part of the history of Guimaras.

“Una-una sa tanan gusto ko gid 
magpasalamat sa tanan nga nangin 
kabahin sang estorya sang Isla 
sang Guimaras.  It is because of our 
concerted efforts that we were able 
to achieve this far,” he said.

HISTORIC. Atty. John Edward G. Gando, Vice Governor, stands aside the provincehood 
icon of the Province of Guimaras after the ceremonial unveiling of the history scroll.


