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RISING TO THE CHALLENGE. Positive and willful, Governor Samuel
T. Gumarin receives the PNLG symbolic flag from the local officials of
Sanya City, Hainan, China and waves it as a symbol of acceptance
to host the East Asian Congress in the Province of Guimaras in 2018.

guimaras to host int’l
coastal mgm’t gabs
Guimaras is all set to host
an international forum of the
Partnerships in Environmental
Management for the Seas of
East Asian Network of Local
Governments (PNLG) gathering
government officials and guests
from 14 member government units
in East Asian countries.
“This flag turnover ceremony is
a “challenge accepted” for us to
host the PEMSEA Network of Local
Governments (PNLG) Forum next
year in our island,” Governor Samuel
T. Gumarin said when he received the
PNLG flag on December 6, 2017 at
Sanya Visun Yacht Hotel, Sanya City,
Hainan Province, China.
The acceptance of the flag is a
symbol of acceptance to host the
to page 2

taklong island best mpa in ph
Out of 36 candidates, Taklong Island National
Marine Reserve (TINMR) of Nueva Valencia, Guimaras
won ‘Para el MAR’ 2017 being the most outstanding
National Integrated Protected Area System (NIPAS)
Marine Protected Area (MPA) in the Philippines.
“Para el MAR” which means “for the sea” is a national
award that highlights best practices in MPA management
in the Philippines and recognizes outstanding local efforts
in conserving and sustainably managing our coastal and
marine resources.
Nueva Valencia Mayor Emmanuel C. Galila presented
how the management practices and noteworthy
interventions and initiatives contributed to the improved
ecological and biophysical status of the protected area and
created social and economic benefits to the community.
Some of the TINMR Protected Area Management
Board (PAMB) members –Prof. Marie Frances J.
Nievales of the University of the Philippines Visayas,
to page 4
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... coastal mgm’t gabs from page 1
2018 PNLG forum in Guimaras.
“For over two decades, this
partnership has continued to
shape empowerment to coastal
communities and foster the goals
of sustainable development in this
process,” he said.
“While we strive to build an
interconnected global economy,
we, in Guimaras province, value
the importance of the environment
and protecting it for the future of
our people and our small island,” he
added.
Guimaras is one of the four
member provinces in the Philippine
Islands
that
implements
the
Integrated Coastal Management
(ICM) Program for the sustainable
development,
covering
the
preservation, conservation and
restoration of the island’s ecosystem
from the hills to the sea.
OIL SPILL TRAGEDY
Governor Gumarin shared how
the province fared when the oil spill
incident happened in the island in
2006.
“The ICM took off in our island after
the oil spill incident way back 2006
which severely affected the fisheries
resources and the coastal habitat
and ecosystem, and it affected the
238-km coastline of the island and
the residents living there,” he said.
He emphasized that the start of
ICM might have been a nightmare,
but became positive because of the
oneness of the stakeholders and the
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resiliency of the people.
“As local and international efforts
poured, the resiliency of our people
became stronger than ever,” he
said and added, “I am sure, with the
help of PNLG, our environmental
warriors and our collective drive for
sustainable development and, we
will create a better world to live in for
us and the future generation.”
Governor
Gumarin
also
highlighted the significance of
the marine resources towards
sustainable development.
“Our marine resources, based on
our national direction will predictably
assume the higher factor of
sustainable economic development
in the future – this is the very reason
why our coastal resources have to
be effectively managed,” he said.
ONE VISION
He further added that this is not
only aligned to the provinces’ goal
of becoming the agri-eco-tourism
capital of the region but likewise
in a support to the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals for the world to
reach.
It can be noted, recently, that new
elements have been incorporated to
enhance the provincial development
vision of Guimaras considering the
province’s potentials. One of which
is “eco-tourism”.
“Agri-eco-tourism”
element
represents the thrust of the province to
pursue community and nature-based
tourism anchored on the principles of
sustainable development.

Some of its success indicators are
developed agro-forestry, integrated
farming systems and agri-aqua sites,
revived traditional livelihood practices,
protected
watershed,
protected
and wildlife areas and endangered
species, and managed unique
geologic, ecological, archaeological
and historical sites, among others.
PEMSEA
Meanwhile,
Partnerships
in
Environmental Management for the
Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) was
created with a mission of “fostering
and sustaining healthy and resilient
coasts and oceans, communities and
economies across the Seas of East
Asia through integrated management
solutions and partnerships”.
For over two decades, the
organization has provided solutions
for effective management of coasts
and oceans across the shared seas
of East Asia.
As the regional coordinating
mechanism for the Sustainable
Development Strategy for the Seas
of East Asia (SDS-SEA), a shared
marine strategy among 14 countries
in the region, PEMSEA works with
national and local governments,
companies, research and science
institutions, communities, international
agencies, regional programs, investors
and donors towards implementation
of the SDS-SEA. Crucial networks
such as learning centers and task
forces also contribute their expertise
and coastal management skills to the
shared goals of the SDS-SEA.

taklong island
best marine protected
area in the philippines
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guimaras most competitive
province in Western Visayas

Guimaras continues to pass
milestones as it was awarded
the most competitive province in
Western Visayas by the Regional
Development Council (RDC) on
December 12, 2017.

It is the only province in Western
Visayas to be part of the top
30 provinces who garnered the
highest scores in the Cities and
Municipalities
Competitiveness
Index (CMCI) in the country.
The said award was given
during the 1st RDC-VI Recognition
Ceremony of Competitive LGUs at
the Iloilo Grand Hotel, Iloilo City.
Iloilo and Negros Occidental
placed
second
and
third,
respectively.
The remarkable improvement in
Guimaras’ ranking is owed to the
significant increases in the scores
and ranks of its four component
towns.
Specific noteworthy increases
were on their pillars of infrastructure
and economic dynamism.
Notably, the provincial rankings

of
cities
and
municipalities
are based on the sum of their
scores on four pillars: economic
dynamism, government efficiency,
infrastructure and resiliency.
Overall, Nueva Valencia ranked
first in the Most Competitive
Municipalities in the region while
Jordan secured the second place
(both under 3rd to 6th class
category).
The Cities and Municipalities
Competitiveness Index is an
annual ranking of Philippine cities
and municipalities developed by
the
National
Competitiveness
Council together with the Regional
Competitiveness
Committees
(RCCs) and the United States
Agency
for
International
Development.

nV wins big in Fishcon

The Municipality of Nueva
Valencia won big as it aced the
recent 54th Fish Conservation
(FISHCON)
Malinis
at
Masaganang Karagatan (MMK)
2017 Regional Awards.
The said town received two million
worth of livelihood projects while the
Municipality of Anilao, Iloilo, which
landed second, received one million
worth of similar projects.
MMK aims to promote fisheries
protection and conservation which
is centered on the significance of
sustainable fisheries and aquatic
resource management with active
engagement of the stakeholders.
MMK Program is advocating for
the following Ecosystems Approach
to Fisheries Management (EAFM)
measures to wit: combating illegal,
unreported
and
unregulated
fishing, observance of closed
fishing seasons, establishment and
management of Marine Protected
Areas (MPA) or network of MPAs,
maintaining clean coastal waters
without domestic and industrial
wastes, and effective mangrove
protection
and
rehabilitation
program.

AQuA-CHAMP. Nueva Valencia Mayor Emmanuel C. Galila receives the plaque as the winner
of the 54th Fish Conservativation (FISHCON) Malinis at Masaganang Karagatan (MMK) 2017
together with the officials from the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.

Further, MMK is part of the weeklong FISHCON Celebration led
by the Department of AgricultureBureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (DA-BFAR).
Meanwhile, the said celebration
is a yearly event of the bureau to
intensify awareness on the need to
conserve and protect fisheries and
aquatic resources by the virtue of
Presidential Proclamation No. 176
and as mandated in the Fisheries

Code of the Philippines (RA 8550
as amended by RA 10654).
FISHCON Week showcases both
resource management awareness
and unified efforts among the
stakeholders of the fisheries
industry towards management,
protection and conservation for
sustainable fisheries development.
The said award was received by
Nueva Valencia Mayor Emmanuel
C. Galila.
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guimaras reaps eXcell awards,
named champ on envr. governance

TEAM GuIMARAS. (From left) Jaypee Kein G. Entredicho, Public Information Officer; Allan Alvidera, DILG-LGOO VI; Ronnie Morante, Provincial Agriculturist;
Atty. Jehiel Cusa, Legal Officer; Dr. Alejandro D. Araneta, Provincial Administrator; Atty. John Edward Gando, Vice Governor; Samuel T. Gumarin, Governor;
Lea Beltran, Project Evaluation Officer II; Shirley Gabutin, PSWD Officer; Nolinda Ronzales, OIC-PPDO; Cyril Beltran, SP Member; Leonardo Pasiderio, OIC
GENRO take a group picture after the awarding ceremony of EXCELL 2017 held at the Iloilo Convention Center.

Before 2017 ends, the Province
of
Guimaras,
once
again
reaped awards during the 2017
Excellence in Local Governance
(EXCELL) of the Department of
Interior and Local Government
Region VI.
Guimaras was a titleholder during
the EXCELL awards after it was
hailed champion in Environmental
Governance.
Meanwhile,
for
social,
administrative
and
economic

governance
categories,
the
province consistently ranked 2nd
runner-up.
The EXCELL
Awards is a
program of the DILG Region VI
that recognizes the best practices,
achievements, and innovations in
areas of governance, administration,
social
services,
economic
development,
environmental
management and local legislation.
It also serves as a driving force
for local government units to adopt

transparency and accountability
in governance, positively reinforce
good performers, popularize and
streamline best practices, and
identify possible interventions for
improvement.
The DILG commits to providing
quality
capacity
building
intervention remains steadfast by
exploring various strategies and
means to continue to uplift the
quality of local governance in the
years to come.

...Taklong Island best MPA in PH from page 1
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with her alternate, Dr. Machel D.
Malay, UPV Marine Biological
Station Head, Mr. Ernie C. Cabrillos
of San Roque Coastal Environment
Program Association (SARCEPA)
and Mr. Nelson Celiz of La Paz
Fisherfolks, Aquatic Resources and
Mangrove Management Association
(LAFARMA), PENR Officer Vicente
A. Sardina of Guimaras, LGU
Nueva Valencia Vice Mayor Ma Luz
L. Gambalan, Sangguniang Bayan
Members Cecilia E. Ortiz and Atty.
Paul Vincent de la Cruz, were also
in full support during the event.
Other winners: 2nd Place
Olango Island Wildlife Sanctuary
of Lapu-Lapu, Cebu and 3rd

place Palaui Island Protected
Landscape and Seascape of Sta.
Ana, Cagayan.
The said event was led by the MPA
Support Network (MSN) Philippines
and organized by University of the
Philippines (UP) - Diliman Marine
Science Institute and Academe
all throughout the Philippines to
support and recognize initiatives,
best practices, and outstanding
local efforts in conserving and
sustainably managing the country’s
coastal and marine resources.
This recognition supports the
promotion for the protection and
conservation of blue environment
in the Province of Guimaras.
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guimaras info officer WV’s
best, reaps major awards

Guimaras reaped three major
awards during the 2017 YearEnd Conference and Awards
of the Philippine Information
Agency (PIA) held at the Grand
Xing Imperial Hotel, Iloilo City on
December 7th.
Jaypee Kein G. Entredicho, Public
Information Officer was awarded
Best Performing Information Officer
in Western Visayas.
Now on its second year of bagging
the top spot, Butlak Guimaras, the
official newsletter of the province,
placed first in the search for Best
Agency Newsletter category.
And for three straight years, the
Public Information and Relations
Division (PIRD) likewise ranked
first in the search for Best Agency
Publication.
PIA Director General Harold
Clavite and Regional Director Atty.
Janet Mesa presented the said
awards.
Jaypee Kein G. Entredicho,
Public Information Officer III/Head,
Public Information and Relations
Section, cited the strong support of
the present administration for the
information dissemination efforts of
the province.
“Challenges have been met
considering that I am the only
PIO in the province and the item
is not permanent. However, this
did not stop me from doing my job

butlak guimaras
best agency Newsletter

2016-2017

effectively,” he said.
“This is another first for the
province of Guimaras and this
recognition is a fruit of the strong
support of our Governor, Samuel
Gumarin, and our Vice Governor,
Atty. John Edward Gando on all of
our information efforts,” he added.
He further emphasized the value
of an informed citizenry especially
during disasters and emergencies.
“We always ensure that we
do the best that we can do
in
disseminating
information
especially during disasters; so, the
people of Guimaras remain to be
informed and abreast especially on
the announcements and orders of
the Governor,” he said.
He shared that it is the mandate
of information officers to take the
lead in sharing the right information.
“Today, fake news, inaccurate
data and urban legends are
airborne. People cannot even
identify which one is true and
which one is misleading. This is
where information work comes
in. In one way or another, we
feed them developmental works
because an informed citizenry
makes an empowered country,” he
emphasized.
Further, the PIRS head said
that the materials and activities
they conduct are in collaboration

No.1

Jaypee Kein G. Entredicho

of frontline departments of the
provincial government.
“In the crafting of our IEC
programs and projects, we stay
close in collaborating with offices
such as the social welfare and
disaster risk reduction offices as
this is one way to strongly connect
to our clientele,” he further stated.
The said Conference and Awards
is being held by the PIA to gather
information networks all over
Western Visayas and the Negros
Island Region, in fellowship and
information sharing.
Best Information Officers and
Offices,
Agency
Newsletters
and Publications were likewise
recognized.

Public information
aND relations sECtiON
best agency PublicatiON

2015, 2016, 2017

No.1
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brgy salvacion ‘tanods’
most outstanding in WV

LOCAL CHAMPS. Mayor Eugenio Reyes (center in white) shares the stage with the officers and ‘tanods’ of barangay Salvacion, Buenavista during the
awarding ceremony on October 10, 2017.

Barangay
Salvacion
from
Buenavista,
Guimaras
was
awarded as the Most Outstanding
Barangay Tanod 2017 in the Group
Category.
The recognition was given
during the Regional Search for the
Outstanding Barangay Tanod and
Lupong Tagapamayapa Incentives
Awards (LTIA) at SM City Iloilo
Mandurriao, Iloilo City last October 10,
2017.

In celebration of the 26th Local
Government Code Anniversary, the
venue observed the best performing
Barangay Tanods in the whole
Western Visayas Region.
Further, the said ceremony aims
to provide incentives and awards to
best performing Barangay Tanods
in pursuit of the implementation and
management of peace and order
programs and to recognize their
contributions in the implementation

of the government’s peace and order
programs.
The said event is stipulated
in Proclamation No. 63, declaring
the month of October as the local
government month, the second week
of October as the local government
week and the 10th day of October as
the local government day.
Meanwhile, the event was led by
the Department of Interior and Local
Government (DILG).

guimaras to host 20th nat’l mango congress
The Province of Guimaras will
host the 20th National Mango
Congress next year in time for
the 25th Manggahan Festival.
The Philippine Mango Industry
Foundation Inc. (PMIFI) with
the Guimaras Mango Growers
and
Producers
Development
Cooperative (GMGPDC) as the
host association and in partnership
with the Provincial Government
and the Department of Agriculture
(DA) will lead the national event in
2018.
Together
with
GMGPDC
President Rosario Griesser and
Provincial Agricultural and Fishery
Council (PAFC) President Ramon
Marañon, Governor Samuel T.
Gumarin officially received the Key
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of Responsibility on November 29th
in Cagayan de Oro where this year’s
Congress was held.
“We are pleased and honored to
accept the responsibility of having
this event next year. This will boost
not only the market for mangoes as
a banner crop but the relations of the
mango industry and key players in
the country,” Governor Gumarin said
in his acceptance speech.
He further shared about the
policies to manage and protect
mangoes.
“In order to improve our production
for both fresh and processed
mangoes and strengthen our market
position domestically and globally
despite the adverse effects of global
warming, we continue to push for

policies that protect this asset,” he
said.
“Protecting this means we also
strengthen our economic drivers:
agriculture, fishery and tourism,
which all have interlocking and
dynamic relationship to our
mangoes. Likewise, harvesting,
marketing and production are
regulated and the island is declared
a special quarantine zone,” he
added.
The said Congress is an annual
event that aims to discuss and
provide solutions to the problems of
the industry through the help of the
government, specifically the LGU
and DA, private companies, and
through the cooperation among
mango contractors themselves.
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The island-province of Guimaras
is
fast-tracking
its
tourism
infrastructure projects as Western
Visayas develops other tourist
destinations aside from the famous
Boracay Island in Malay, Aklan.
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin said
that in the latest Regional Development
Council (RDC) meetings, the concern
is how to “decongest” Boracay Island
so that other provinces, including
Guimaras which also have beautiful
tourism sites, can benefit from the
gains of the sector.
“Tourism is centered on Boracay
Island,” Gumarin said.
Gumarin said access and amenities
are important to entice tourists to the
island.
“We have funds for roads every
year at P92 million. In 2016, the fund
totaled P120 million. We are trying
our best to get a bigger chip in the
budget pie to step up other projects,”
he added.
In 2017, Guimaras presented a
P5.2-billion project proposal to the
RDC.
The provincial government in
partnership with the Department of

Trappist Monastery, Suba Malawig
Eco Tour, JBLFMU Ecological Park,
Dagsaan Eco Park, Dasal Sibunag
Vegetable Growers, among others.
Bike trails for beginners and
professional bikers are also available
like Eco Park, Atlas Ride, GMBA Track
1 and 2, Down to Coast, Daliran Cave,
Happy Trails, President’s Trail 1 and
2, Balaan Bukid Shrine, Galvez, Rock
Garden, Abby’s Fall, Sunset, Swat
and Rooftop Rails, among others.
CBRT, on the other hand,
was established to encourage
Guimarasnons in conserving and
protecting nature. The community
beneficiaries were trained on
festival management, homestay
development, enterprise planning,
and customer service. CBRT sites
are San Roque, Hoskyn, Sapal, and
Salvacion.
Those who are into educational
and research trips can visit McNester,
Taklong Island National Marine
Reserve, GNCRDPC, Southeast
Asian Fisheries Development Center,
Big Fortune Farm, and JBLFMU
Ecological Park.
Travelers who want to visit historical,

Public Works and Highways (DPWH)
and the Office of Lone District Rep.
Ma. Lucille Nava are undertaking
road projects to make tourism sites
accessible.
“We have completed the coastal
road, and we are completing the
three cross-island roads. Hopefully,
90 percent of the project will be
completed before the rainy season,”
said Gumarin.
“The central spine will commence
in June. These are roads that will
connect Guimaras at the center,”
Gumarin said.
Circuits
Liberty Ferrer, OIC provincial
tourism officer, said Guimaras aims to
attract 115,000 tourist arrivals in 2017.
Ferrer said the province hopes to
achieve 60 percent of the target in this
year’s Manggahan Festival.
Tourism in the island is grouped
into seven circuits or points of interest
for tourists: agri-eco adventure, bike,
experiential/community-based rural
tourism (CBRT), education and
research, historical, island-hopping
and sightseeing circuits.
Ferrer said agricultural sites are
spread in the towns of Jordan, Sibunag,
Nueva Valencia, Buenavista and San
Lorenzo, including Guimaras National
Crop Research, Development and
Production Center (GNCRDPC),

religious and pilgrimage sites can
go to Navalas Church, Holy Family
Hills, Consoler’s of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, Guisi Lighthouse,
McArthur’s Headquarters, Punta
Blanco Target Range, Camp Jossman
Headquarters, among others.
“Guisi Lighthouse served as guide
for mariners who pass through Iloilo
and Guimaras strait, MacArthur’s
Headquarters was built by Lt. Douglas
McArthur in 1903 while on duty with
the US Army Corps of Engineers,
Punta Blanco was constructed by
the United States army and Jossman
HQ is where Gen. Douglas McArthur
stayed during his first assignment in
the island,” said Ferrer.
Those who love the sand and
beach can opt to experience Suba
Malawig Eco Tour or visit Isla
Margarita, Ave Maria islet, Sto. Niño
Island Resort, Jordan Marine Reserve
area, Tiniguiban islet, Isla Naburot,
SEAFDEC, Pirates Cove, among
others.
“The island-hopping circuit is
popular among tourists who love
boat rides, swimming, snorkeling, cliff
diving,” Ferrer said.
Sightseeing sites include Alubijod
Cove areas, Valle Verde Mountain
Resort, San Lorenzo Wind Farm, Holy
Family Hills and Guimaras galleon
makers. /The Daily Guardian

Decongested Boracay
is good for Guimaras
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Clear timeline
bared for PanayGuimaras bridge
The feasibility study (FS) of
the proposed Panay-Guimaras
bridge will be completed by
December this year. Governor
Samuel Gumarin of Guimaras
told a press briefing last week
that the bridge project would
take about 4 years to finish
from start of construction.
Citing figures from the National
Economic Development Authority,
Gumarin said “ the detailed
engineering works is slated to be
ready by 2018; to be followed by
the procurement of materials in
2019.”
The governor said “actual
construction could start in 2020
and the project completion could
run up to 2014,” or beyond the
term of incumbent President
Rodrigo Duterte.
The Panay-Guimaras bridge
project is the initial component
of a proposed 7-bridges project
envisioned to link the major islands
of the Visayas and Mindanao.
Gumarin
said
a
team
of
government
and
bank
representatives from China had
initial talks last month with officials
of the Department of Public Works
and Highways regional office, as
well as local officials in Iloilo and
Guimaras.
The proposed bridge is among
the projects to be implemented
through public-private Partnership
(PPP) under the “Build, Build,
Build” program of the Duterte
administration.
Meanwhile,
Gumarin
acknowledged the possibility that
“the bridge, when realized could
be both a boon and bane” to
Guimarasnons.
He noted that definitely there
will be more demand for table
water with the expected increase
in population and economic
activities.
“As it is, we have short supply
of water. Then we have to be
proactive with regards to our
power supply in solid waste
management,” Gov. Gumarin
explained. /Hilway News
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guimaras kid
shines in int’l
math tilt
Danise Maydelle Gabo-Fible
shone in the 4th Malaysian
International Math Olympiad
(MIMO)
Competition
on
November 26-27, 2017 as she
brought home the bronze
medal.
Fible, 9 years old and a Grade
4 student of Cresente P. Chavez
Central School, San Miguel,
Jordan, Guimaras was the first
Guimarasnon kid to be included in
the Philippine team to compete in
the said tilt.
Further, Fible was a student
in Special Education Center in
Guimaras (SPED) under gifted
children in which she learned to
manage her time to play and have
fun while studying math.

Mary Eve Adeline Escoto

8

“I always feel I am playing
especially when I study math”, she
said.
Math teacher Mr. Colin Michael
Sales and father Mr. Dionilo Fible
were her mentors during the
preparation for the said event.
Meanwhile, the said journey
of Ms. Fible was supported by
Congresswoman Ma. Lucille L.
Nava, Governor Samuel T. Gumarin,
8th Sangguniang Panlalawigan

led by Vice Governor Atty. John
Edward Gando, Buenavista Mayor
Eugenio Reyes and Jordan Mayor
Ruben Corpuz through financial
assistance.
The said competition was
participated by 10 countries to
wit: Malaysia with 134 schools,
Khazakstan, Indonesia, Hongkong,
Bulgaria, China Taiwan, Australia,
Vietnam and Philippines with a total
of 1,136 participants.

Mary Eve Adeline Escoto of
Guimaras, a former Mutya ng
Guimaras finalist was crowned
the first Miss Asia Global 2017
on November 21 at the Gokulam
Convention Centre, Cochin,
Kerala, India.
“Her representation in Miss Asia
2017 could be a good venue for
promotions of what our country,
as a whole, and our region has to
offer to the international tourism
market,” Department of Tourism
Region VI Director Atty. Helen
Catalbas said during her send-off
luncheon.
Prior this stint, Escoto has

participated
in
Miss
Iloilo
Dinagyang 2017 and Mutya ng
Guimaras 2017, and later was
crowned Miss Asia Philippines in
October in Dumaguete City.
Meanwhile, Miss China Honey
Tian Mi was crowned Miss Asia
2017, succeeding Miss Asia 2016
Trixia Maria Marana of Dumaguete
City.
Miss Asia Philippines is one
of the finest beauty pageants
to find the most beautiful and
talented women from the country
and supported by the Miss
Asia franchise holder Rafael
Duhaylungsod of Pegasus.

guimaras beauty queen
crowned miss asia global
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guimaras aims to be agri-ecotourism capital of West Visayas

Guimaras is strengthening
support facilities to improve
the province’s agriculture and
tourism industries as the local
government aims to become
the “agri-eco-tourism” capital of
Western Visayas.
Governor Samuel Gumarin, who
delivered his State of the Province
Address (SOPA) during the special
session of the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan (SP) on Wednesday,
underscored
the
province’s
priorities to improve transportation
and water supply systems and
services on health, education and
employment.
In an interview, he said the
province in the next five years is
assured of some PHP5.5 billion
funds for road improvement
projects, among others, that are
expected to boost these target
industries.
The agriculture industry of
the province continues to grow.
It is 112 percent rice sufficient
and has increased production of
corn, seaweeds, vegetables and
cashews.
Its tourism sector also continues
to rake in big receipts. Tourist
arrivals almost doubled in 2016

when compared to 2015. During the
first seven months of this year, they
have already documented 82,962
tourist arrivals from their 108,000
target.
Overall, Gumarin said the province
of Guimaras has “improved.”
“Our economic picture is seen to
have sustained its upward direction
giving importance to our major
economic drivers: agriculture, fishery
and tourism,” he said.
The province has improved from
the 52nd spot in 2016 to 27th rank
this year, according to the National
Competitiveness Council.
He cited that registered businesses
in the province grew by 4.5 percent
last year from 2015. The total capital
investments of 2, 605 registered
businesses reached PHP775.3 million.
He added that electricity rate in
the province for common households
dropped to PHP11 per kilowatt-hour
(kwh) from an almost PHP14/kwh.
Guimaras also recorded its highest
employment rate of 95 percent in
January 2016.
Another significant indicator is
the continuing decrease in poverty
incidence. He cited that 12 in every 100
poor families were lifted out of poverty
in 2016. From a 16.9 percent poverty

incidence in 2012, it dropped to
4.8 percent in 2015.
He added that 95 percent of the
town’s population was provided
with livelihood programs.
“These show our collective
efforts and partnerships in
implementing poverty alleviation
programs,” he said.
Gumarin also talked about the
increased agriculture production,
improved health conditions and
million pesos worth of projects
implemented in the province.
He added that municipalities
through their rural health units
have
started
rehabilitation
sessions for mild and moderate
cases of drug addiction in their
areas. Crime volume was 20
percent lower compared to that in
2015.
The governor also cited
the accomplishments of his
administration
in
terms
of
environmental
protection
governance management.
“I think we will continue to work
with other sectors, with our mayors
in reaching the vision and mission
of the province to become an agrieco-tourism capital (of Western
Visayas),” he added. /PNA

The Regional Peace and Order
Council (RPOC) and Regional
Development
Council
(RDC)
attuned the different programs
and projects in Western Visayas
through a joint meeting held in the
Province of Guimaras on October
20, 2017.
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin said
that people must not be contented
and should take part on the peace
and security campaign in the region.
“We would also like not to be
complacent. Always remember the
insurgency that happens. It is now
the right time that Region VI needs to
be involved and to always look into
the possibilities that those events will
not happen in the region,” he said.
In addition, Governor Gumarin
admired the brilliant things that
Western
Visayas
have
been
undertaking in terms of development.
“For so many years, Region VI
has been good, the peace and
security naton performed very well,

the development that connects City
of Bacolod, Iloilo and Guimaras must
be guided and we will continue to
explore the potential of our provinces
and maintain support on our peace
and security situation in the region,”
he added.
Furthermore,
a
message

from Governor Rhodora Cadiao,
Chairperson, RDC VI delivered
by Director Ro-Ann A, Bacal, Vice
Chairperson, RDC VI emphasized
the significance of peace in terms of
development.
“When there is peace, there is
next page

rpoc, rdc attune dev’t programs in WV

EXEC PACK. (From left) DILG Regional
Director Atty. Anthony Nuyda, NAPOLCOM
Comm. Felizardo Serapio and NEDA
Regional Director Ro-Ann Bacal sat as
the prime executives attuning the different
programs of the Regional Peace and Order
Council and the Regional Development
Council Joint Meeting.
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security. When there is security, there
is an order. When there is peace and
security, progress can be pursued
and attained; thus, the development
comes in issue of peace, security and
order economically address,” Director
Bacal said.
And Dir. Bacal also named the
proposed priority infrastructures to wit:
Jalaur River Multipurpose Project II,
Panay River Integrated Development
Project, Dumangas Port Container
Terminal, Construction/Improvements
of Ports, Road Linking to Production
and Tourism Areas, Iloilo-GuimarasNegros Bridges, Bus/Jeepney/Sea/
Airport Terminals, Site Development
Local Tourism Destinations, Farm
Consolidation Centers, Evacuation
and Disaster Command Centers and
Upgrading of Tertiary Hospitals.
Meanwhile, the said event invited
Commissioner Felizardo M. Serapio,
Jr. of National Police Commissioner

(NAPOLCOM) to brief about Violent
Extremism.
In the event, a ceremonial signing
of Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
between RDC VI and Department of
Agriculture (DA) VI was signed by
Dir. Ro-Ann A. Bacal and Regional
Director Remelyn Recoter, DA VI a
support to RDC VI in implementing
PPAs supportive of RDP 2017-2022.
Moreover, updates on Regional
Peace and Order Situation were
presented by Col. Carlito Feliciano
and an Assessment of the State of
Security in Region VI was delivered
by Mr. Jan Ramos, Officer-in-charge,
CIOB, NICA-6.
Meanwhile, Illegal Drug Situation
and Updates on the Implementation of
the Barangay Drug Clearing Program
was discussed by Acting Assistant
Regional Director Thessa B. Albaño,
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency
(PDEA) VI and Insurgency Situation
in Region VI was showed by Colonel
Pio Diñoso, Brigade Commander 3
Infantry Batallion, Panay Area.
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REVALIDA. Elderly leaders and former government employees of the island joined the present
government officials in a photo opportunity after the first round of validation.

History book
on first round
of validation
The Province of Guimaras
revisited the past together
with some elderly leaders and
former government employees
of the island during the maiden
presentation and validation of
its history book on November 9,
2017 at the Function Hall, GTIC
Building, San Miguel, Jordan.
The research and draft of the
book is a collaboration of the
provincial government and the
Guimaras State College (GSC).
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin
shared the dream of every
Guimarasnon of having a historical
account of the past.
“It has been each of our
dream to have the history book
of Guimaras which is factual and
comprehensive. When I was the
mayor of Buenavista, I likewise
pursued similar undertaking,” he
said.
“Realizing that we already have
these good sources or references
on our history and considering
the
provincehood
anniversary
celebration last May, we embarked
on this undertaking of coming up
with this book,” he added.
The said book was put together
through a research by Dr. Lilian

Diana B. Parreño, Vice President
for Research and Extension and
Ms. Joanne Pauline G. Ronzales,
Research Staff, GSC with inputs
from Mr. Romeo G. Garganera,
former Planning Officer of Jordan
town, Ms. Nolinda Ronzales
and Ms. Florence Gellangarin
from the Provincial Planning and
Development Office.
Further, the validation was
participated by Congresswoman
Ma. Lucille Nava, MD, Vice
Governor Atty. John Edward
Gando, Sangguniang Panlalawigan
Members Josefina de la Cruz and
Cyril Beltran.
Meanwhile, sixty participants
composed of the provincial and
municipal officials, identified retired
provincial officials and employees,
DepEd officials, members of
Guimaras Heritage Culture and Arts
Council (GHCAC), religious leaders
and other stakeholders who have
the knowledge and experiences
about the story of Guimaras
were invited to share reviews and
comments and other historical
accounts.
Another round of validation
will be conducted before the year
ends to be participated by the local
communities.
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Guimaras starts social media
campaign with student leaders

The Public Information and
Relations Section of the Province
of Guimaras held a talk on
responsible use of social media
to different student leaders from
all public high schools in the
province.
A component of the 2017 Peer
Educator’s Congress, the student
leaders were apprised of the
positive and negative impacts of
social media.
“Considering that the youth has a
significant role in the development
of a community, interventions have
to be set para ang ila mga problema
kag challenges ma address kag
ma take into consideration sa local
planning and implementation of

different social services,” Governor
Samuel T. Gumarin said.
The Peer Educator’s Program
is one of the identified activities
that could help the youth promote
positive lifestyle and behavior and
foster social responsibility and
development, as a whole.
Through this activity, young
people will have access to
information and different strategies
that could address the challenges
they face and eventually help in the
management of the situation.
Governor Gumarin cited that the
student leaders will be the future
leaders of the province.
“The rapid shift in our society
today signals the rise of a breed of

great leaders. Leaders that push
for positive change while keeping a
steady grasp on their principles in
the face of challenges,” he added.
Jaypee Kein G. Entredicho,
Public Information Officer III,
discussed several topics about
social
media
including
the
Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012
and the Bullying Act of 2013.
“The student leaders will have
the responsibility to influence
their ‘peers’ and the people within
their circle and their reach; thus,
enabling them to be responsible
users of social media will reduce
social barriers and create a more
connected and engaged society.”

Guimaras towards a VAW-free community

Guimaras
supports
the
National Observance of the 18Day Campaign to End Violence
Against Women (VAW) through a
program at the Provincial Capitol
Canopy, San Miguel, Jordan,
Guimaras on December 11, 2017.
The said theme “VAW-free
community starts with me” was
adopted in 2016 by the Inter-Agency
Council on Violence Against Women
(IACVAWC) and shall be used every
year from 2016 to 2021, that aims to
protect the human rights of women
and its commitment to address all
forms and eliminate VAW.
Sangguniang
Panlalawigan
Member Josefina dela Cruz shared

a message regarding the said
campaign.
“Live a life free from VAW, a
life free from VAW, it’s our right
and freedom from VAW starts
with knowing and respecting each
person’s rights,” she said.
“You can help end VAW by doing
the following: Never commit VAW,
Never condone VAW, never remain
silent about VAW. If you are, or you
know someone who is a victim of
VAW, seek help from sympathetic
family members and friends and
report and seek the help of the
barangay, social worker, police,
NBI, or public attorney’s office
nearest you,” he added.
Moreover,
Guimaras
Police

Provincial Office (GPPO) Police
Officer II Magelyn Palomo had
a short talk on Anti-Trafficking
on Women and Gender and
Development
Focal
Person
Assistant Head Ms. Mary Ann
Gamarcha led the Pledge of
Support to End VAW together
with the government officials and
employees.
Meanwhile, the said event is a
yearlong campaign that establishes
women and children’s desks at the
local level.
The said campaign is observed
annually from November 25 to
December 12 to raise awareness
among all stakeholders that VAW is
a public issue of national concern.
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guimaras guv assures efforts to
maintain province child-friendly

KNIGHTS. Strong and united with the local government peace and order and other socio-economic programs, the Guimaras Provincial
Police Office (GPPO) leads the participating children from the five towns during the National Children’s Month Parade.

Guimaras Governor Samuel
Gumarin assured that there are
consistent efforts to maintain
that the province is friendly to
children.
He said this is evident in the
province’s consistent status of an
ideal level in the monitoring and
evaluation on the functionality of its
Local Councils on the Protection
of Children by the Regional SubCommittee for the Welfare of
Children in Western Visayas.
In 2016, Gumarin said out of
the 97 barangays assessed in the
province, 45 or almost half are
ideal or having a rating of 80 to
100 percent for satisfying all the
requirements for all the indicators
of a functional LCPC. The figure
is up by 36 percent as compared
with 33 recorded in 2015. About
40 barangays are mature and
only 12 barangays remain to be
progressive.

12

“These data show that the
champions for a child-friendly
province continue to rise and
become armored to protect the
rights of our children” said Gumarin
in his recent State of the Province
Address (SOPA).
He also cited in his SOPA data
which showed that the trend on
the prevalence of underweight
pre-schoolers in Guimaras is
decreasing since 2012. It further
decreased by 21% from 2015-2016.
On the province’s mortality rate
of mothers and children from birth
until before they reach five years
old in 2016, Gumarin said these
are at 34.26/100,000 live births
and 8.56/1,000 live births.
“These data are below the
national target which translate to
our improved healthcare services
being given to the mothers and
their children,” said Gumarin.
As for education, he said the

drop-out rate in the province
showed fluctuating trends for the
past three years. In the elementary
level, dropout rate registered at
0.04% in SY 2013-2014; 0.25%
in 2014-2015; and 0.16% in
2015-2016.
A significant difference in the
dropout rate in the secondary level
was noted - for SY 2013-2014, the
dropout rate is 1.46%; for SY 20142015 it is 1.63%, and for 20152016, it is 1.44%.
Gumarin said one of their best
practices for education support
is the continued provision of free
miscellaneous fees of students in all
public elementary and secondary
schools. To date, the province has
already released some P3.6 million
for the initiative.
He also mentioned other
significant actions instituted geared
further towards the improvement
next page
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Photos taken during the Children’s Day Celebration.
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of the welfare and health of the
children in the province.
A series of information drive was
conducted to promote the Guimaras
Children’s Code which was already
enacted and published for barangay
officials and key implementers.
Also, ordinances on Anti-Minor on
Wheels and Curfew on Minors were
discussed in schools and are strictly
enforced in the province.
The province has set aside P1.8
M budget for Smile Guimaras that
aims to decrease the prevalence of
dental carries among Day Care and
Kinder children and to increase the

number of orally fit children using
the Mobile Dental Bus from the DOH
to do advocacies, tooth extractions
and preventive oral care.
U4U sessions were conducted
in 17 public schools in the province
to date, as part of its intervention to
the issue on early pregnancies and
the risk taking behavior of children
and youth. U4U is a government
program that helps teenagers to
make responsible decisions to
prevent teenage pregnancy and
sexually transmitted infections.
Major stakeholders, partners and
child advocates are updated on the

status of children categorized on their
survival, development, protection,
and participation rights through the
State of Children’s Report which
highlights the province’s Children’s
Month celebration every November.
Gumarin took the opportunity to
acknowledge the efforts and the
significant contributions of partners
for the welfare and protection of the
children of Guimaras particularly
the Provincial Council for the
Protection of Children, Provincial
Social Welfare and Development
Office, DSWD and Department of
Education. /PIA
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SAN LORENZO, GuIMARAS—There is a place here
that is perfect for a day of reﬂection or rest, away
from the daily grind, especially on Holy Week.
Holy Family Hills at Barangay
Tamborong sits on a 52-hectare
hilly property surrounded by
vegetation, a river, mango and
other trees, as well as farm
animals.
Built originally for priests
who go on a pilgrimage, the
meditation garden and spiritual
retreat has life-size statues
showing scenes from the
Stations of the Cross and the
Crucifixion of Christ.

Lady of Guadalupe, St. Pio
of Pietrelcina, Mother Teresa
of Calcutta and St. Francis of
Assisi.
Holy Family Hills gained
popularity as a tourist attraction
and a new pilgrimage site only
recently. Development work
began in 2001 and proceeded
intermittently depending on
donations, says Mario Escosa,
46, a native of Igbaras town in
Iloilo province and one of the
four regular caretakers of the
Statues of saints
place.
At a leisurely pace, it would
The statues began rising
take 30-45 minutes’ walk going in October 2011 and were
from the first station to the 14th. completed in four months. The
Also scattered around the crew came from Pampanga
property are the statues of St. province and were led by
Michael the Archangel, John sculptor Reynold Nolasco, who
Paul II, St. Jude Thaddeus, worked on a budget of P1.5
St. Therese of Lisieux, Our million.
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Donations
Holy Family Hills officially
opened to the public in 2012. It
is being managed by Household
of St. Joseph Shrine Foundation
Inc. based in Pasig City.
Its founder, Rev. Msgr.
Josefino S. Ramirez, used the
donations of Metro Manilabased businessman Erwin Tan
in developing the place since
1998.
To reach Holy Family Hills,
visitors take a pump boat ride
at Parola wharf in Iloilo City
(beside City Mall) to Jordan,
the capital of Guimaras. The
tourism center has accredited
tricycle drivers and minivans for
rides over rough road.
Before the life-size statues
and the Stations of the Cross

butlakguimaras

are seen, visitors will have to
pass by the grotto of Our Lady
of Lourdes and a glass chapel
beside a flame tree overlooking
a giant cross.
There is also a Rosary
Garden and life-size statues of
the Sacred Heart, as well as the
Seven Joys and Sorrows of St.
Joseph. The statue of the Holy
Family stands at 4.57 meters
(15 feet).
Though no entrance fee is
collected, Lydio Labordo, 54, the
village watchman at the gate,
says donations are appreciated
to pay for maintenance work.
A small souvenir shop sells
knickknacks and snacks.
In keeping with the spiritual
nature of the place, Labordo
says some tourists who are
improperly dressed, such as
those wearing skimpy clothing,
have been turned away.
The only accommodations
available are reserved for
priests and other religious
personnel, not tourists.

Vol. 2 | No. 4

The Lopezes, known as one of the most influential and wealthiest families not just in Guimaras
but in the whole PH, invited and accommodated numerous guests in their grandiose
mansions. They hosted politicians, celebrities, diplomats, and royalties. In Navalas (Roca
Encantada), one of the most prominent and resounding names to have set foot on and
graced Guimaras with their presence are the Prince and Princess, soon became King and
Queen of Bulgaria.
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guimaras takes strides towards
more effective sports dev program
TAKING THE LEAD. Officials from the Province of Guimaras lead the delegation in the 2018 Western Visayas Regional Athletics Association (WVRAA) Meet
(from the left: SP Member Rex G. Fernandez, Vice Governor John Edward G. Gando, Governor Samuel T. Gumarin, Buenavista Mayor Eugenio G. Reyes).

The Province of Guimaras is
taking strides to improve sports
development making it at par
with other provinces in region 6.
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin
allocated Php 10M for the 30-day
training program in preparation
for the Western Visayas Regional
Athletic Association (WVRAA) this
year.
“It is high time nga ang sports
program tagaan nagid sang
igtalupangod sang probinsiya sang
Guimaras kag lima naton ka mga
munisipyo”, Governor Samuel T.
Gumarin said.
“Damo sang may ikasarang sa
Guimaras. Only nga kinahanglanon
naton sang isa ka training program
kag support sang mga local

government units,” he said.
Through Executive Order No.
55, Governor Gumarin created the
Guimaras Sports Commission to
ensure that the Guimaras Sports
Development Program is carried
through.
“Amo ini ang isa ka dako nga
rason nga nabun-ag ang Guimaras
Sports Commission para tagaan
sang klaro nga lalab-uton ang
probinsiya sang Guimaras in terms
sang iya sports program,” he said.
“The long term goal is not only sa
pag improbar sang sports program
kundi amo ang pagdevelop sang
kapasidad sang mga Guimarasnon
kag magwa kag makita sang iban
nga probinsiya kag sa bilog nga
Pilipinas,” he added.

The said order envisions that with
a strong dynamic and organized
sports development organization
and program, the province can
produce athletes of national
calibre and become the gracious
host to both regional and national
competitions.
“The top strategy nga nakita sang
DepEd kg LGU ang pag-isa nga
malab-ot namon ini. So, we have
to make steps especially training.
Padala man naton ang aton mga
coaches kag mga trainers para ma
training man sila kag pagbalik nila
diri sa probinsiya sang Guimaras
makahimo sila sang maayo nga
training program para sa amon mga
athlete kag estudyante,” he said.

Guimaras Governor Samuel T.
Gumarin urges local government
units (LGu) in Western Visayas
to adopt the best practices in
addressing illegal drugs problem.
“Hopefully, towns and provinces
in the region will emulate the best
practices and anti-illegal drugs
initiatives of other areas that are
successful,” said Gumarin, chair
of the Regional Peace and Order
Council.
Gumarin said he understands that
every LGU has a different approach
to solving illegal drugs problem.
In Region 6, he underscored the
successful campaign as indicated by
the decline in supply of the substance,
particularly in Iloilo and Guimaras.
As the war on drugs continues,
Gumarin is confident that the PNP
and PDEA will continue to fine-tune
their operations to further reduce the

supply and demand of illegal drugs.
In Guimaras, the drug problem is
not as intense as other provinces in
WV, said Gumarin.
“We only have around 20 severe
drug dependents in the province. It is
not as costly as through multi-sectoral
efforts, they are being rehabilitated in
their respective communities. They
are regularly monitored and receive
counselling and other interventions
from religious and other nongovernment organizations,” Gumarin
said.
He also noted that with the increase
in the price of shabu due to declined
supply, users in Guimaras can hardly
afford it.
“Considering the status of users, it
is very difficult for them to buy drugs,”
Gumarin added.
Meanwhile, Iloilo City officials have
been invited by other LGUs in the

region to talk about the “Crossroads”
a community-based rehabilitation
program.
The Crossroads, per Iloilo City
Mayor Jed Patrick Mabilog, provides
treatment to drug dependents.
But they are not left alone after
that. Through multi-sectoral efforts,
both public and private sectors,
those who completed the treatment
are given second chances in life
and become active members of the
community again.
The graduates can either enroll
in technical-vocational courses then
become entrepreneurs later, or
they can apply for job through the
facilitation of the city government.
To date, more than 200 comprised
the first batch of graduates while
another 200 are set to start the rehab.
/The Daily Guardian

copy best practices on war vs drugs – gov
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Guimaras Investment Code
aims to attract more business

Tax incentives
await those
who will open or expand their
businesses in Guimaras following
the enactment of its Investment
Code.
“With the enactment of our
2017 Investment Code, we really
encourage investors to come and
visit Guimaras because we have
a package for incoming investors,”
said Guimaras Vice Governor John
Edward Gando.
The Guimaras Investment Code
offers fiscal and non-fiscal incentives
both to existing enterprises or those
presently located in the province,
and expansion projects to include
modernization
and
upgrading,
increase of existing capitalization and
increase of stores of the same owner
and new investors.
The code covers investments
in tourism, manufacturing, agribusiness, services, real estate
development, infrastructure, and
development sector and information
and communications technology
(ICT).
Investments may range from

PHP3-5 million for small-scale,
PHP15 million but not more than
PHP100 million for medium scale, and
PHP100 million and above for largescale business projects, exclusive of
land cost, to qualify for incentives.
The amount of capitalization must
be based on the total project cost as
stated in the investors’ project study
submitted to and approved by the
Guimaras Investment Board.
Also, exemption from the real
property tax for three years will only
be for the 35 percent of the province’s
share.
Qualified businesses may avail of
100 percent exemption during the
first year of operations, 75 percent in
the second year and 50 percent in
the third year.
Other fiscal incentives may be
offered by the municipality where
they intend to establish their
investment.
“This is the next big thing in the
province of Guimaras. With this we
can proudly say that guests can
now be accommodated,” Gando
said, adding that the investment is

expected to complement the agritourism drive of the province.
Gando said that there are also
other investors who signified their
intention to pour their investments in
the province.
To strengthen its drive of enticing
more investors, Gando said the
Guimaras
Electric
Company
(Guimelco) had availed of a more
than PHP100 million loan for the
upgrading of its 69 KVA power lines.
“Before the (2018) Manggahan
Festival we can see the upgrading
of our electric lines and we are
optimistic that we can address the
power concern of Guimaras,” Gando
said.
The current demand of the
province is close to eight megawatts.
In terms of connectivity, the
Philippine Long Distance Telephone
Company has started to lay down
fiber optic lines in the province and is
already available up to the provincial
capitol area in San Miguel, Jordan.
“I am very hopeful that the problem
on connectivity will be resolved the
soonest,” Gando said. /PNA

Jaymar S. Bañana from the
Municipality of Buenavista won
1st prize on the Poster Making
Contest held at the Provincial
Social Welfare Development
Office (PSWDO) Conference
Room San Miguel, Jordan,
Guimaras on November 27, 2017.
Bañana, 13, resident of Barangay
Sto. Rosario, Buenavista, Guimaras

is a Grade 8 student of Buenavista
National High School.
He said he has been joining
poster making contest since his
elementary days.
Further, the said contest
was part of the activities of the
Provincial Children’s Day with the
theme of “Bata: Iligtas sa Droga”
that will celebrate on November

28, 2017 at the Provincial Capitol
Gymnasium.
Other participants: 2nd prize
winner Jane G. Jocson, 3rd prize
Kyle Morales, 4th prize Cheska
Aimee Marie Funtinilla and 5th
prize Joanna V. Magan.
Meanwhile, the said event was
facilitated by the PSWDO headed
by Ms. Shirly Gabutin.

Buenavista student aces poster-making tilt

Jaymar S. Bañana
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on getting drrm
ready, guimaras
moves forward
Guimaras continues to take
measures to move forth the track
of getting ready for disaster risks.
The Provincial Government of
Guimaras (PGG) and National
Government
Agencies
(NGAs)
employees and staff participated
in a one-day Orientation-Seminar
on Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management (DRRM) at GTIC
Function Hall, San Miguel, Jordan,
Guimaras on November 21, 2017.
In coordination with the Provincial
Disaster
Risk
Reduction
and
Management Council (PDRRMC),
the activity aims to ensure that
employees and staff are DRRM ready
and aware on the several hazards
that may come and what to do during
those emergencies in the province.
Further, Provincial Administrator
Dr. Alejandro D. Araneta has seen the
positive impact of the said orientation
to all participants.
“I hope sa sini nga orientation, maequip kag madala sa karakter naton
ang aton matun-an diri and with
that knowledge, ma-extend naton
ang awareness nga magdamo kag
makabulig man sa iban,” he said.
Furthermore, Governor Samuel
T. Gumarin encouraged everyone
to reach more other employees
regarding the said orientation.
“Tani malab-ot naton ang aton coemployees kag iban pa nga tagaGuimaras sa sini nga orientation
and I hope nga marecommend
ninyo ang tanan nga problema kag
solusyon nga dapat solbaron nga
pinangungunahan sang aton nga
probinsiya,” he said.
Moreover, PDRRMC Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT) Captain
Herminio
Cusa
encouraged
participants not to give up.
“Remember this: All of us will go
the storm. Whether we like it or not.
Maabot gid ang bagyo sa aton kabuhi.
Never give up. We grow stronger; no
one is vulnerable, we are fighting
the storm together, and together we
stand,” he said.
Meanwhile, PDRRMC Training
Specialist Ma. Fe Lamasan discussed
and taught Basic Life Support and
Automated External Defibrillation
(AED) Course and Plans and Trainer
Fire Officer (FO3) Sussie May L.
Magan demonstrated how to use the
Fire Extinguisher.
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IN ACTION. Mr. Alfred Quezon of the PDRRMO, discusses the purpose of disaster risk reduction and
management and employees.

guimaras youth one for
like skills encampment

Some 100 members of the youth
were one as they joined the threeday Provincial ‘Pag-asa Youth
Association of the Philippines’
(PYAP) Life Skills Encampment
held at the Salvacion Elementary
School, Buenavista, Guimaras
on October 25 to 27, 2017.
The
Provincial
Government
of Guimaras (PGG) through
the
Provincial
Welfare
and
Development Office (PSWDO)
invited different Youth Federations
to wit: Indigenous Peoples (IPs)
Community Youth, San Lorenzo
PYAP, Nueva Valencia PYAP,
Buenavista PYAP and Jordan
PYAP.
PYAP is a duly constituted
community-based organization of
the out-of-school youth utilized by
the Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD).
Further, with the theme: ‘PYAP,
Makilahok Tungo sa Pagbabago
at Magandang Buhay’, PYAP aims
youth to promote the development
of the out-of-school youth and other
disadvantaged youth to become selfreliant, economically productive and
socially responsible citizens, be able
to contribute to the development of
their family and community.
Moreover,
Sangguniang
Panlalawigan Josefina G. de la Cruz
encouraged everyone to be resilient
and be an influencer youth to others.

“I hope, with you as a potential,
positive value maiden, productive
and proactive na kabataan, kag
kamo ang magsirbing modelo hindi
lamang sa inyo panimalay kundi sa
inyo komunidad,” de la Cruz said.
“Be strong to fight against
temptation and follow your dreams
para sa pag uswag sang inyo
kaugalingon,” she added.
In the event, youth encampment
will lead activities to wit: Discussion
on STI, HIV and AIDS, Children’s
rights and responsibilties, youth
situation in the province, orientation
on R.A. 7610, My Purpose in Life
Activity, PYAP Solidarity Night on
Day 1.
On the second day, Zumba
Exercise,
Morning
Reflection
Activity, Shower Party, Drug Abuse
Resistance Education (DARE)
Program, Skills Olympics, Team
Building, Mr. and Ms. PYAP were
held, and Fun Run, Clean-up and
Evaluation on the third day.
Meanwhile, the said event was
attended by Buenavista ViceMayor Cecile Gumarin, Buenavista,
Sangguniang
Bayan
Member
Raquel
Sambas
and
PYAP
Federation Officers.
The said event is stipulated under
Republic Act No. 8044, known as
the ‘Youth in Nation-Building Act’
defined youth as persons whose
ages range from 15-30 years old.
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opg to WV folks:

be more involved in governance

The Office of Participatory
Governance, under the Office
of the Cabinet Secretary, urged
citizens in Western Visayas to
be more active in governance
for faster implementation of
government programs.
In the regional launching of
“Biyaya ng Pagbabago” program
held Dec. 17 at Guimaras State
College Gym in Buenavista,
Guimaras, Undersecretary Joselito
“Penpen” Libres of the OPG said
that the public should be more
involved and collaborated with
national government agencies and
local government units to ensure
faster facilitation of government
programs.
“Sa konsepto ng participatory
governance, dapat pag nandoon
ang ating gobyerno, nandoon
din ang malaking bahagi ng mga
mamamayan. Ang mamamayan ay
mayroong karapatan sa pakikilahok
sa pamamahala sa gobyerno,” he
said.
He said that the “Biyaya ng
Pagbabago” is an initiative in

response to President Rodrigo
Duterte‟s call to create a better
and more developed country for all
Filipinos.
“Ang kahirapan ay gusto nating
masolusyunan sa pamamagitan
ng„ Biyaya‟,” he said.
The program particularly seeks
to achieve three key objectives: for
government services to become
“more responsive, adequate, timely
and effectively delivered to those
that need them the most;” for
citizens to be more proactive and
communities more empowered in
“participatory governance and in
inclusive economic development”;
and for a “whole of government,”
sector and area-focused poverty
alleviation strategy to be fully
operationalized.
“Ang sinasabi nating biyaya
ay makakamit yan, masisiguro
nating makukuha kung tayong
mamamayan ay kikilos. Hindi
pwedeng maghintay lang na
mahulog sa langit ang mga biyaya
at baka somewhere hindi natin
makamit,” he said.

The venture is also in line with
the administration‟s promise to
empower Filipino families and,
subsequently, to meet the Philippine
Development Plan (PDP) 20172022 target of reducing poverty
from 21.6 percent to 14 percent by
the and of the President‟s term.
Participating agencies for the
“Biyaya ng Pagbabago” include
the Cooperative Development
Authority (CDA); Housing and
Urban Development Coordinating
Council
(HUDCC);
National
Anti-Poverty
Commission
(NAPC); National Commission
on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP);
National Commission on Muslim
Filipinos (NCMF); National Food
Authority (NFA); National Youth
Commission (NYC); Presidential
Action Center (PACE); Philippine
Commission on Women (PCW);
Philippine
Coconut
Authority
(PCA); Presidential Commission
for the Urban Poor (PCUP); and
Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority (TESDA).
/PIA

local food products processors
linked to potential markets

15 Food Product Processors
presented
their
processed
food products as part of the
Product Presentation and Market
Matching at the CAVES building
Conference Room, San Miguel,
Jordan, Guimaras on December
14, 2017.
The said activity is eyed to
link local food processors the
opportunity to promote their
products to the existing market and
to identify gender issues as basis
for their future interventions.
The products were developed
and enhanced through the trainings
that facilitated and funded by POAS,
concerned agencies, other offices
and bureaus to bring knowledge
and improve products and income
of the processors.
Further, the Caterers and
Beach Resorts namely: Alobijod
Cove Resort, Buchok Eatery,
Galvez Eatery, Judavels Eatery,
Nueva Valencia Cooperative and
Provincial Government of Guimaras
(PGG) personnel were invited as a
product taster to give feedback and
suggestion in the said event.
Meanwhile, the said presentation

was
attended
by the following
P r o d u c t
Processors
to
wit: Rosita G.
Robreco Products:
Papaya Pickles,
Sweet
Chorizo
and Sweet Potato
Butchi-butchi;
Vanessa
Ibieza
Products: Cakes
(yema,
mango,
custard, crema de
fruta) and Pastries HAVE A TASTE. Provincial Government employees and stakeholder take
(royal
bibingka, a bite of the local delicacies produced by Guimarasnon processors.
p i n e a p p l e
and strawberry tart); Sapal Food Seaweed Chips, Seaweed Canton;
Processors Association Products: Leticia Barba Products: Banana
Camote Halaya and Cassava Chips, Coated Peanuts, Cassava
Bibingka; Rumita T. Oblea Products: Pudding, Pichi-pichi; Ms. Soterania
Siomai; Em’s Special Merienda G. Nam-ay Products: Embutido and
and Pasalubong Products: Pichi- Tocino; Ms. Rosita Mae G. Rojo
pichi, Cassava Bibingka, Kunchinta, Products: Banana Turon, Banana
Buttered Puto.
Combo, Cheese Sticks, Spaghetti,
Also, Ms. Mely G. Gaborno Baked Macaroni, Macaroni Salad;
Products: Cassava Cake and Buko San Isidro Residence Products
Pie; Nerisa E. Bechavez Maja Seaweed
Canton,
Pickles,
Blanca and Puto Cheese; Ms. Marina Crackers, Seaweed Soap; Sapal
Jancorda Products Embutido and Food Processors Association joined
Baye-baye; Hane’s Food Products: the said activity.
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paFc holds
beekeeping
training, eyes to
boost mango
industry
The Guimaras Provincial Fishery
Council
(PAFC)
conducted
a
Beekeeping Training in support to
Guimaras Mango Industry and Organic
Farming and eyes it to help boost the
Guimaras mango industry.

guimaras towards a VaW-free community
The said training is in support
to Guimaras Mango Industry and
Organic Farming last December 1921, 2017 at the Nueva Valencia MultiPurpose Cooperative, Concordia,
Nueva Valencia, Guimaras. Nueva
Valencia Multi-Purpose Cooperative,
Concordia,
Nueva
Valencia,
Guimaras.
The activity aims to increase
production by providing pollinators’
mango and other crops grown and
discourage the use of synthetic
pesticides.
Further, it eyes to provide additional
livelihood to mango stakeholders
through the utilization of bee byproduct such as honey, wax, propolis
into soap and ointment (tapping
herbs and locally grown-plants with
medicinal benefits as ingredients).
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin
and Provincial Agriculturist Ronnie
D. Morante gave their respective
messages supporting the said
training.
Meanwhile,
PAFC
Guimaras
Chairperson Mr. Ramon P. Maranon,
a former member of the National
Organic Agriculture Board, also a
beekeeper, acted as the resource
person while Ms. Nemia Ballos,
AEW of Sibunag, Guimaras shared
her expertise in soap and ointment

20

PAFC chairperson Ramon Marañon demonstrates
the process of harvesting of honey during the recent
beekeeping training to mango growers and organic farmers.

processing.
36 participants joined the said
training.
Guimaras Province will host the
20th National Mango Congress on
May 7-9, 2018.
BOOSTING MANGO INDuSTRY
Meanhwile, Guimaras’ drive to
produce organic mangoes will get
a boost from efforts to increase bee
pollinators in the province.
Ramon P. Marañon, chairperson
of the Provincial Agricultural and
Fishery Council (PAFC) of Guimaras
and also a beekeeper, said they
encourage mango growers to
venture into beekeeping to increase
pollinators not only for mangoes but
other horticultural crops that need
pollination.
Mango
growers
are
also
encouraged to minimize the use of
pesticides which kill pollinators.
“We would like to encourage, if
possible, that all mango growers go
into this so the use of pesticides will
be minimized,” he underscored.
Beekeeping is included in the
Provincial Development Physical
Framework
Plan
and
Annual
Investment Plan and Provincial
Commodity Investment Plan of
Guimaras, he added.

Towards the end of December
2017, the Agricultural Training Institute
funded the beekeeping training of 36
individuals with potentials to become
beekeepers.
Marañon said he hopes that the
provincial
government
provides
substantial funds for the industry.
The beekeeping industry makes
use of cultured native bees. An initial
colony may cost PHP5,000 but after
six months it can already produce
another colony. The cost may even
go down to PHP3,500 if acquired in
mass.
He said that growing foreign
species of bees is challenging
because every three years they have
to import a queen bee from Hawaii
and Australia, among others. Also,
during the rainy season they have to
be fed with refined or white sugar.
“This is not attuned to our organic
farming while the native ones are
acclimatized so they work so well in
all kinds of climate conditions,” he
said.
The beekeeping industry then is
eyed to be not only helpful to agriculture
but even to the environment. He cited
the mangroves, for instance, need
pollinators during their flowering
stage to be able to produce seeds.
next page
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sp de la cruz on guimaras children:

“our most precious asset”
Sangguniang
Panlalawigan
Member Josefina G. De la Cruz
tagged children in Guimaras as
“our most precious asset”, in
her speech during the annual
Children’s Day Celebration.
Over 1300 children of Guimaras
joined the Provincial Children’s
Day held at the Provincial Capitol
Gymnasium, San Miguel, Jordan,
Guimaras on November 28, 2017,
in relation to the 25th National
Children’s Month (NCM) celebration
of the country.
The theme for this years event
is “Bata: Iligtas sa Droga”. This
supports anti-illegal drug campaign
of the provincial government.
The said celebration capitalizes
and highlights the support of the
Provincial Government to young
people and children and serves
as a venue for children to instill
its significance in the Filipino
consciousness and to commemorate
the adoption of the convention on the
rights of the children.
Further, Vice-Governor Atty. John
Edward G. Gando shared insights
about the Anti-Minor on Wheels
Ordinance.
“Hindi bale madulaan sing boto,
ang importante wala lang kabuhi ang
madula sa isa ka panimalay bangod
sa irresponsable nga paggamit sang
motor,” he said.
He also encouraged everyone
to endeavor and stop tolerating
these old practices towards the said
ordinance.
“Tinguhaan kag untaton naton nga
mga Barangay officials ang sistema
nga pabaya, this I think has to stop at
all cause. We shall continue to push
for legislative measures if only to
ensure the protection of our children

from page 20
He said that beekeeping is also a
paradigm shift from the conventional
to the organic way growing mangoes.
Aside from increased mango
production, other by-products such
as pollen, wax soap, and ointment,
among others can also be produced
from out of the wax being produced
by bees.
The drive may lead to the formation
of the Beekeepers Association of
Guimaras this year in time for the
province’s hosting of the 20th National
Mango Congress on May 7-9, 2018.
Also, this year they may lobby
to host the national conference of
beekeepers./With the report of PNA

in the Province of Guimaras, Salamat
sa pag-upod ninyo sa amon padulong
sa masanag nga paalabuton,” he
added.
Furthermore, SP De la Cruz
delivered the State of the Children’s
Report (SOCR) 2016 on behalf
of Governor Samuel T. Gumarin
and also the Department of Social
Welfare and Development (DSWD)
- Regional Rehabilitation Center
for Youth (RRCY) Social Welfare
Officer III Eloisa Yanson delivered
the message of inspiration of DSWD
Regional Director Rebecca P.
Geamala.
Moreover,
the
Mandirigmang
Mang-aawit Band of Guimaras
Provincial Police Office (GPPO)
entertained the children through
a special song number entitled
“Sigarilyo” to the tune of “Despacito”
and “Abyan May Labot Ka”, in relation
to the Anti-Smoking Campaign of the
Government.
Also, the Pantawid Exemplary
Children and Indigenous People’s
(IPs) children likewise performed
their dance numbers together with
the other children in the venue.
The said event also hosted the

Guimaras Voice Kids, a singing
contest that Ms. Zycha D. Gallo of
Brgy. Salvacion, Buenavista was
proclaimed the winner.
On the other hand, Jaymar S.
Bañana from the Municipality of
Buenavista, was awarded as the
1st prize winner on the Poster
Making Contest held at the PSWDO
Conference Room San Miguel,
Jordan, Guimaras last November 27,
2017.
In addition, the celebration also
provided games for children namely;
Message Relay, Puzzle, Longest Line,
Guessing Trivia Game, Duck Walk,
Paint Me A Picture, Kimpit Relay,
Kadang and Going to the Market.
Meanwhile, the said event served
as the venue for giving the Certificates
of Recognition to the Barangays of
Guimaras who passed the Guimaras
Good Governance Seal of Barangays
(3GSB) evaluation last April and May
2017.
The said event was likewise
attended by the Municipal Council for
the Protection of Children (MCPC),
Barangay Council for the Protection of
Children (BCPC) and other Municipal
Officials of Guimaras.

consumer empowerment
in schools strengthened

The Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) continues to reach
the academe sector to strengthen
consumer empowerment.
Three new consumer organizations
were organized in the three schools in
the province of Guimaras namely, Dr.
Catalino G. Nava Memorial National
High School, Simeon J. Jabasa
National High School and Supang
National High School.
The said organizations are
composed mainly of students and
teachers.
“They will partner in activities
by disseminating information and
knowledge that will redound to a
more strengthened protection and
empowered consumers in schools,”
said DTI-Guimaras.
The members of these consumer
organizations will help in important
in disseminating information on
Consumer
Rights,
Consumer
Responsibilities,
Types
of
Consumers, Text Scam and Online

Shopping.
This is eyed to increase awareness
and vigilance among students and
teachers especially on this digital era.
To date, there are now 15 consumer
organizations in the province - 1
Provincial, 5 Municipal and 9 in the
academe.
With the three (3) new consumer
organizations, consumer protection
is more strengthened.
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child abuse is real, gender advocate says

Gender
and
Development
advocate Mary Ann Melacio from
Cameleon Association Program
Office said that child abuse is
real in Guimaras.
“Wala kami gaduwa-duwa noong
nabal-an ko na imbitado kami diri
para mag-educate, sa rason nga
seven ka Guimarasnon na ang
narehabilitate namon,” she said
during her lecture at the advocacy
training on Handling Child Abuse
Cases in Barangays on November
16-17, 2017.
She further cited the role of the
barangays in addressing child
abuse.
“Nagatabo diri ang child abuse
kag kamo nga barangay officials
ang sa front nga tao na makabulig

para madula ang amo na kaso diri
sa probinsiya sang Guimaras,” she
added.
Moreover,
Guimaras
Police
Officer Connie Molo discussed
handling and reporting of child
abuse cases.
Meanwhile, Guimaras Governor
Samuel T. Gumarin assured,
through his State of the Province
Address 2017, that constant efforts
and collaboration are being done to
sustain the child-friendliness of the
Province of Guimaras.’
He said this is evident in the
province’s consistent status of an
ideal level in the monitoring and
evaluation on the functionality of
its Local Councils on the Protection
of Children by the Regional

Sub-Committee for the Welfare of
Children in Western Visayas.
In 2016, Gumarin said out of
the 97 barangays assessed in the
province, 45 or almost half are
ideal or having a rating of 80 to
100 percent for satisfying all the
requirements for all the indicators
of a functional LCPC. The figure
is up by 36 percent as compared
with 33 recorded in 2015. About
40 barangays are mature and
only 12 barangays remain to be
progressive.
“These data show that the
champions for a child-friendly
province continue to rise and
become armored to protect
the rights of our children,” said
Gumarin.

gando tags
prov’l retirees
‘victors of war’
“

Kamo ang mga
victors of wars - mga
triumphant in their
career in public service.
Atty. John Edward G. Gando,
Vice Governor, tagged the
Provincial
Government
of
Guimaras (PGG) retirees as
‘victors of wars’.
“Kamo ang mga victors of wars
- mga triumphant in their career
in public service” said during the
recent Retirees’ Recognition and
Employees’ Service Award Program
held at the GTIC Function Hall,
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on
December 18, 2017.
The awarding program gave
credit to the 10 Retirees, 8 PGG
Loyalty Service Awardees (30 years
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and over), 6 Career and Professional
Advancement Awardees and 3
Local Post Graduate Awardees.
Further, Acting Governor Atty.
John Edward G. Gando shared a
poem dedicated to all retirees.
“There is something I will miss,
a wonderful colleague at the office.
Having you around was always nice;
you were always there for help and
advice. No more long work hours
and tense mornings, no more work
pressure, no deadline warnings,”
he delivered.
“Now it’s your time to chill and
relax, enjoy with your family,

”

share jokes and gags. After your
retirement life will not be the same,
you can spend hours on TV or a
favorite game, tons of good wishes I
would like to send for a joyful future
of my retiree friend,” he ended.
Meanwhile, the said recognition
program was entertained by the
Guimaras Capitol Chorale as part
of their recognition ceremony.
The said recognition is and
annual event of the PGG to
display and acknowledge the
achievements and contributions
of each employee to their works in
the government.

health
workers
given
annual
reward
647
Barangay
Health
Workers
(BHW)
in
the
Province of Guimaras were
given their annual incentive
each receiving an amount of
Php 2,500.00.
The said event aims to
recognize the efforts and
contribution of BHWs as frontline
partners in the achievement of
the Universal Health Care or
Kalusugan Pangkalahatan (KP).
It emphasized the important
role of the BHWs in promoting
healthy lifestyle, healthy food and
drink choices in the community
to combat the growing global
trend of non-communicable
diseases such as diabetes and
hypertension.
Further, Guimaras BHW won
as 2nd Best Performing BHW in
Western Visayas recently.
Meanwhile, the said event
likewise conducted ‘Ehersisyo
sang mga BHW’s sa Kapitolyo’,
a zumba dance exercise with all
BHWs in Guimaras.
The said event led by Provincial
Government of Guimaras (PGG)
through the Provincial Health
Office (PHO) and was attended
by Sagguniang Panlalawigan
Members David Gano and Dan
Elby Habaña.
BHWs
are
those
that
have
undergone
training
programs under any accredited
government and non-government
organizations and who voluntarily
renders primary health care
services in the community
after having been accredited to
function as such by the Local
Health Board in accordance with
the guidelines promulgated by
the Department of Health.
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sewing
newbies
graduate
INTERFACE. Congresswoman Ma. Lucille Nava meets the graduate of the sewing craft training
during the graduation ceremony.

139 trainees recently graduated
from Sewing Craft Training in the
Province of Guimaras.
The Provincial Social Welfare
and Development Office (PSWDO)
led the activity together with the
Office of the Congresswoman,
Lone District of Guimaras and the
Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority (TESDA)
held at the GTIC Function Hall,
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on
December 6, 2017.
The graduates underwent 20
days training conducted in six
batches; the community-based
at Barangay Magamay, Lanipe,
Calaya, Pandaraonan, Poblacion,
Nueva
Valencia
and
New,
Poblacion, Buenavista and one
batch; the center-based training
conducted at the Productivity Skills
Capability Building (PSCB) Center.
The said training aims to

heighten the skills of men and
women along Sewing Craft and
become productive members of the
community and to improve income
levels/economic condition of the
family.
Further, Mary Jean S. Misme of
Calaya Community Based Training
Center shared her impressions
regarding the 20-days training.
“Our
teacher
is
a
very
accommodating
person,
ang
pasensya ara gd kag very eager to
teach, ang skills and ability namon
na develop gid kag we are proud
to say nga ang amon gina suksok
subong amon gid tinahi,” she said.
Meanwhile, the said event was
attended by Ma. Lucille L. Nava,
MD,
Congresswoman,
Lone
District of Guimaras, Sangguniang
Panlalawigan Member Josephina
G, De La Cruz and Nueva Valencia
Mayor Emmanuel C. Galila.
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over 300 elders
muster sc week

ELDERLY LOVE. Senior Citizens from one town in Guimaras create another memory by taking a group photo with their fellow elders.

Over 300 elders were given the
chance to meet other members
of the senior citizen communities
in the Province of Guimaras.
They gathered at the Citizens
Congress held at the Provincial
Capitol Gymnasium, San Miguel,
Jordan, Guimaras on October 20,
2017.
In relation with the 2017 Elderly
Filipino Week Celebration with the
theme “Pagkilala sa Kakayahan,
Ambag at Paglahok ng Nakatatanda
sa Lipunan”, the celebration aims
to honor and to give recognition
to older persons for their valuable

contribution to society.
Further, a Guimaras Centenarian
was given a Certificate and
Plaque of Recognition. This is in
accordance with Republic Act (RA)
10868 or the Centenarians Act of
2016.
In addition, Guimaras Senior
Citizens were given the chance
to showcase their talent through
intermission
numbers
and
group presentations from senior
citizens organization of the five
municipalities of Guimaras.
Meanwhile, the said event
was
attended
by
Governor

Samuel T. Gumarin, Sangguniang
Panlalawigan
(SP)
Member
Josefina de la Cruz, Provincial
Federation
President
Angela
M. Gotera and Commission on
Population Director Harold Alfred
Marshall.
The said event is a collaboration
of the Provincial Government
of Guimaras (PGG) through the
Provincial Social Welfare and
Development Office (PSWDO),
Federation of Senior Citizens
Association of the Philippines
(FSCAP) and the Commission on
Population.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin
issued Executive Order No. 28
Series of 2017 designating areas
for the community fireworks
display in preparation for the
New Year’s Eve Celebration in
the Province of Guimaras.
The Order eyes to minimize the
risk of injuries and casualties, His
Excellency Rodrigo Roa Duterte
issued Executive Order No. 28
Series of 2017 providing for the

regulation and control of the use of
firecrackers and other pyrotechnic
devices.
Further, the said issuance
mandates that the use of firecrackers
is to be confined to community
fireworks displays.
It reiterated that pyrotechnic
devices other than firecrackers
may be used outside community
fireworks displays subject to existing
laws, rules and regulations.

It encourages local government
units to conduct information
campaigns and other relevant
activities that will heighten public
awareness of the risks of using
firecrackers and other pyrotechnic
devices.
The public is advised that only
technical or trained persons or
personnel are allowed to hold
fireworks display.

local fireworks display
set in guimaras towns
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100 Barangay Service Point
Officers (BSPOs) in the Province
of Guimaras converged to
increase their capacity as local
volunteers.
One for Population Development
(POPDEV),
the
barangay
volunteers were gathered as part of
their annual congress.
With the theme “Family Planning:
Empowering People, Developing
Nations”, the said event is one of
the major activities of the Provincial
Population Management Program
that aims to increase the knowledge
and skills of BSPOs on population
related programs.
The said Congress was held at
the GTIC Function Hall, San Miguel,
Jordan, Guimaras on November 29,
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brgy vols one
for popdeV

2017 in relation to the celebration of
the Population and Development
Week (POPDEV).
Further, the POPDEV Week is
observed from November 23 to 29 by
virtue of Proclamation No. 76 signed
on Oct. 20, 1992, by then President
Fidel Ramos that highlights the need
for an invigorated and intensified
campaign to address problems in
the pace of the population growth.

In the event, Population Program
Worker II Anelyn Zaldivar imparted
Gender Responsive Strategies and
Police Officer 3 Mary Catherine B.
Demontaño discussed Police and
Family: Back to the Basic Policies.
In addition, the said event led the
distribution of BSPO incentives and
supplies to all participants.
Meanwhile, the Provincial Social
Welfare and Development Office
(PSWDO) led the said event.

words “Go” means to proceed and
to advance, and “Educate” means
to teach, to train, to groom and to
refine.
In addition, the said workshop also
aims to increase the participants’
strong relationship with God.
Furthermore, a student leader
from Simeon J. Jabasa National
High School, Ms. Lymie Grace
Cabanggay, shared her experience
on the said workshop.
“The lessons I learned here will
be really treasured and I know the
knowledge that I have learned today
is not only for temporary purposes

but for a lifetime purposes-enjoying
while learning,” she said.
Meanwhile, the said event was
related to the Republic Act No.
10661, where it declares the month
of November of each year as
National Children’s Month (NCM).
This
event
is
also
a
commemoration of the adoption of
the Convention on the Rights of the
Child by the United Nations General
Assembly on 20 November 1989.
This calls on the LGUs and the
citizens to engage proactively,
protecting and advancing the rights
and welfare of children.

guimaras bats social
problems to children
Guimaras government batted
in details the top social problems
and issues overlaying the youth
through an interactive gab to
selected Guimarasnon students.
70 students from the five
Municipalities of Guimaras were
enjoined to participate in the
Children’s Workshop at the GTIC
Function Hall, San Miguel, Jordan,
Guimaras on November 24, 2017.
The event aims to inform
the students about the top
pressing social issues in their
schools and community such
as teenage pregnancy, human
immunodeficiency virus infection
and acquired immune deficiency
(HIV/AIDS) and illegal drugs.
The Children’s Workshop was
one of the activities of the Provincial
Children’s Day with the theme of
“Bata Iligtas sa Droga”.
Further, the event was the
collaboration with (9) Goducate
Officers namely: Pastor Uriel Jolito,
Pastor Arnel Ola, Pastor Rhyan
Bansilan, Pastor Edgard Garovillo,
Mrs. Leanne Jurisprudencia, Mr.
Clint Jurisprudencia, Ms. Rhina
Cadilitan, Mr. Bonifacio Lastimosa
and Grace Joy De Pallo, who led
the activities of the said workshop
by sharing their expertise and
insights on illegal drugs.
Goducate
is
a
non-profit
organization that came from the

ENGAGEMENT. Mr. Clint
Jurisprudencia
discusses
teenage pregnancy to the
participating students.
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stude execs take
agri-eco fam tour

Guimarasnon student leaders
took
an
agri-eco
tourism
familiarization tour for a first
hand experience of the islanprovince’s assets.
Supreme Student and Supreme
Pupil Government (SSG-SPG)
officers in the Province of Guimaras
were given the opportunity for
a Familiarization Tour within the
various landmarks and agri-eco

tourist destinations in Guimaras on
November 30, 2017.
In
collaboration
with
the
Provincial
Council
for
the
Protection of Children (PCPC),
Provincial Social Welfare and
Development Office (PSWDO)
and the Provincial Tourism Office
(PTourO), the tour aims to equip
young leaders to experience the
beauty and resources of the island.

Specifically, this activity eyes the
student leaders to be familiarized
about landmarks, agriculture sites
and socialization among other
SSG, SPG officers and students.
Further, PSWDO Shirly T.
Gabutin enlightened everyone why
agriculture was included in the
itinerary.
“Sa meeting namon sa PCPC,
nasuggest na i-include ang
agriculture, bangod amo ina
ang isa ka main resource diri
sa aton probinsya para maging
knowledgeable ang bata about sa
agriculture,” she said.
“Kag vision sina sang aton na
probinsya bilang agri-eco-tourism
capital of the region,” she added.
Agriculture, fishing and tourism
are the major economic drivers of
Guimaras.
Meanwhile, the tour itinerary
includes:
Trappist
Monastery,
Guimaras State College Baterna
Campus College of Agriculture,
San Lorenzo Municipal Hall, San
Lorenzo Wind Farm Turbines and
McNester Food and Products.

Some 60 Bureau of Fire
Protection (BFP) personnel all
over the Province of Guimaras
underwent a Physical Fitness
Test (PFT) and Personnel
Accounting Activity at the
Provincial Capitol Gym, San
Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on
November 16, 2017.
In partnership with the BFP
Region VI headed by BFP Inspector

Lorna Parcellona and BFP –
Guimaras, the said event is an
annual activity all over the country
organized by their respective
regional offices.
The said activity attested to that
ensure they possess and maintain
physical capabilities necessary for
fire fighting and keeps fire fighters
in top condition so they are always
ready in time of conflagration and

manmade or natural emergencies.
Physical Fitness test includes
four (4) activities that measure
muscular strength, endurance,
speed, agility and flexibility of the
fire fighters: push-ups, sit-ups, 50
meter run and hose carry run.
Meanwhile, the said activity will
also conducted personnel head
count by each station to determine
their punctuality towards work.

NO WAY BuT uP. Student leaders take a tour at the facade of San Lorenzo town.

bFp braves head
count, fitness test
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CHRISTMAS AT THE CAPITOL
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#capitolVisit
lea Denise belgira, Champion, Downhill Women’s
Elite, asian mountain bike series in malaysia

management information
system Office-Zamboanga
Del Norte, benchmarking
on geographical
information system (gis)
management information
system (mis)
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liga ng mga barangay- tagbilaran Chapter

miss asia Philippines 2017 mary Eve adeline Escoto

ms. Danise maydelle
gabo-Fible, a
bronze medalist
in the malaysian
international math
Olympiad (mimO)
Competition
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