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 There is no doubt that when you hear the 
word ‘Guimaras’, the  rst that comes to mind 
is “kaing after kaing” of fresh, juicy, and sweet 
mangoes. But what really excites people when 
they hear of ‘Manggahan Festival’? Unlimited 
mangoes! 

The Mango Eat-All-You-Can Contest 
started in years back where local and foreign 
tourists, along with residents, enjoy a 30-minute 

eating session of unlimited mangoes. 
Patrons can choose between ripe, or 

green mangoes served with bago-ong. 
So, if you are feeling up to the challenge, 

head on to the Mango Eat-All-You-Can booth 
near the Agri-Eco Trade Fair and try to beat 
the record.

Because here in Guimaras, there is no 
such thing as too much mangoes!

The island of Guimaras is the 
very  rst province in the Visayas 
archipelago to be declared 100% coal-
free by  the international environmental 
watchdog Greenpeace.

 “We want to show the world that 
we don’t need dirty energy to power 
development,” said Governor Samuel T. 
Gumarin during the visit of the Rainbow 
Warrior in Suclaran Port in San Lorenzo, 

Hubon Mangunguma from San 
Lorenzo town defended the crown 
for Guimaras being the champion of 
the Kasadyahan Regional Cultural 
Contest of Dinagyang Festival Golden 
Celebration.

 “It has long been a challenge for 
Guimaras to be nationally recognized and 
this back-to-back win in the Kasadyahan will 
contribute a lot to the achievement of this 
goal, all these efforts are geared towards 
the promotion of our culture, our mangoes 
and of course the whole Province,” said 
by Ms. Liberty Ferrer, Of cer-In-Charge 
Provincial Tourism Of ce (PTourO).

The winning hubon rose victorious 
bagging out of seven minor distinctions, 
to wit: Best in Choreography, Best 
Choreographer and Best in Performance 
during the awarding ceremony on January 
28, 2018.

The pride of Guimaras showed the 
different activities of “mangungumas” or 
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February 24, 2018.
The said visit is part of Balangaw: The 

Climate Justice Tour-Rainbow Warrior Ship 
Tour 2018-Greenpeace Southeast Asia – 
Philippine Leg.

“The people of Guimaras have 
embraced renewables over dirty, polluting 
energy. We want to show that a sustainable 
development path, powered by renewable 
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energy is not only possible, but more 
viable. And we hope that our humble 
example will resonate to other provinces 
and to the world,” Gumarin stressed, 
receiving a loud applause from the 
Greenpeace team.

Governor Gumarin and 
Sangguniang Bayan Member Jimmy 
O. Gajo received the Seals of Climate 
Leadership for their leading efforts 
in catalysing a global solution to the 
climate crisis by making urgent action, 
embracing renewable energy and its 
commitment to promote climate justice, 
ecological integrity and sustainable 
development.

More exactly, it was recognized, 
together with the Phinma Energy 
Corporation, for the establishment of 
the 54-MW Wind Farm in the province.

“As Governor of this Province, I am 
committed to uphold to the development 
vision of the Province, a place that is 
safe, healthy and has a better quality of 
life for every Guimarasnon and for the 
future generation,” he said.

In his speech, he cited efforts of 
the local government unit in combatting 
climate change and in support to 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), such as the Integrated Coastal 

Management (ICM) Program which 
was adopted as the key developmental 
strategy under the Priority Development 
Agenda 2017-2022 and the enhancement 
of the provincial vision which eyes the 
island as the agro-eco-tourism capital of 
the region and other local policy support.

“Our best practices exhibit 
partnership and collaboration of all the 
tiers of the governing bodies down to 
the grassroots with supporting policies 
and local laws such as the anti-plastic 
ordinance, thrust on organic farming, 
greening program, promotion of 
indigenous materials for sustainable 
livelihood and renewable energy, among 
the many others,” he further mentioned.

Meanwhile, Greenpeace is an 
independent global campaigning 
organization that acts to change 
attitudes and behavior, to protect and 

conserve the environment and to 
promote peace by catalysing an energy 
revolution to address the number one 
threat facing our planet: climate change.

The team’s ship, Rainbow Warrior, 
docked in the port of Barangay Suclaran, 
San Lorenzo.

In the name of climate justice and 
liability, the journey visits areas that 
have experienced the brunt of climate 
change impacts and acts as global 
platform for climate change justice 
movement.

“Kailangan po nating manindigan. 
We need to stand up for Mother Nature 
because we need to be able to hand 
down a healthy and sustainable planet 
for our future generations,” said Mr. Yeb 
Sano, Executive Director of Greenpeace 
Southeast Asia.

Further, he linked their vision to the 
vision of Guimaras.

“Our vision is the same as the vision 
of the Province of Guimaras. Nakita 
naman po natin that renewable energy 
is powering this part of the world and 
Guimaras is leading the way,” he cited.

“Ito pong ginagawa ng Guimaras 
makes us proud being Filipinos and 
ito po ay isang halimbawa ng isang 
matibay na paninindigan which is the 
kind of leadership the world needs right 
now,” he said.

After the declaration, the guests 
and of cials signed the manifesto of 
support to the advocacy of Greenpeace 
and a coal-free Guimaras Island.

The Rainbow Warrior is set to visit 
Tacloban from February 25 to 27.

sang Salakyan of Miag-ao, Iloilo was 
declared as  rst runner-up.

Kasadyahan is an annual 
event held every 4th Saturday of 
January and serves as an ‘incredible 
opportunity to sample Ilonggo 
celebrations that brings the culture of 
the different towns in Iloilo out into the 
city streets’.

The said Hubon shall represent 
Guimaras Manggahan Festival in the 
2018 Aliwan Fiesta, the mother of all 
festivals in the Philippines in April.

farmers such as: work on the  elds 
from planting, growing, harvesting, 
and showing gratefulness for a good 
harvest through a celebration.

The last year’s champion Hubon 
Binagtong sa Manggahan from Nueva 
Valencia, Guimaras came in as 4th 
runner-up.

Meanwhile, Tribu Kaing of Leon, 
Iloilo came in third runner-up while 
Tribu Pantat of Zarraga, Iloilo came in 
second runner-up and Ang Manughabol 
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PARTNERSHIP MATTERS. Local government of cials in the Province of Guimaras and Trans-Asia 
Renewable Energy Corporation give a festive welcome to the volunteers of Greenpeace International 
during the visit of Balangaw, the Rainbow Warrior.

REAPING VICTORY. Hubon Mangunguma of Manggahan Festival performers champ off their 
way to the crown by showcasing farming as part of the culture of the Province of Guimaras.
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Are you addicted of trying new 
things? How about places? Food? 
What if we tell you can have it all and 
experience it with quality standard 
in this island-province called 
Guimaras? 

Together with its booming 
progress and advanced 
development, newly DOT-accredited 
establishments also added to the list 
of tourist attractions in Guimaras. 

And these establishments not 
only adds to the list but also became 
one of the reasons why people visit 
this island-province. 

Do you want to have a 
gastronomic experience? Why not 
try eating at our newly accredited 
restaurant, Pitstop, which offers 
a variety of mango-based dishes, 
or Olivias Kitchen & Island Brew 
where you can experience  rst-hand 
service and good food. 

Finding for a place to relax and 
unwind? Visit Guimaras Mountain 
Resort, perfect for friends and family 
outing. 

How about  rst class service? 
You can have it in Andana Resort 
which offers luxury rooms and water 
activities in a white sand beach. 

What makes Guimaras different 
from its neighboring islands and 
what makes its Manggahan Festival 
different from others? 

You get to experience our 
culture without the hustle and bustle 
of urban buzz and city traf c. 

No need to worry about 
reserving and paying for seats for 
when you watch our cultural and 
tribal dances too. Get to witness 
and experience it for free. 

Observe how Guimarasnons’ 
traditional practices and customs are 
incorporated in various storylines 
and different choreographies. See 
for yourself how our Guimarasnon 
forefathers and ancestors lived their 
daily lives, spent their time, made a 
living, and more. 

Moreover, enjoy the colorful 
and lively dances while gaining 
knowledge about our little but 
striving island province. 

Plan now while accommodations 
still have vacant rooms. Book 
your  ight. Plan your itinerary. 
Experience Manggahan Festival. 
Enjoy Guimaras!

It is time to color your drawing and bring home a new experience that 
you can share with others.



26

infused dishes? The Pitstop Restaurant is among 
one of the  rst to concoct dishes with the addition 
of mangoes. One of the most sought after dishes 
of tourists when traveling to Guimaras is the 
Mango Pizza, which is topped with thinly sliced 
Guimaras mangoes, cheese, crushed cashew 
nuts, and sliced bell peppers. 

More additions to their ever-developing menu 
are Creamy Mango Pizza, Chicken Adobo with 
Mango Twist, Mango Beef Bulalo, Bangus or Pork 
Sisig with Mango Bits, Mango Chicken Curry, and 
Sinigang na Isda or Hipon sa Mangga. 

Mango is also used in baked goods and 
delicacies. Mango Bibingka is one of the most 
served snacks in Guimaras. It is a rice cake 
topped with sugar, cheese, grated coconuts, and 
 lled with mango jam. 

Products cooked by the monks in the Trappist 
Monastery are also bestsellers at the mango food 
industry. They produce dozens of products of 
various  avors and types. From among these are 
mango jam, jellies, candies, piaya, macaroons, 
barquillos, and butterscotch. 

Did you know that mango is likewise made 
into ketchup? It may seem weird at  rst but it is 
a delightfully acquired taste. Mango Ketchup is 
used in making macaroni salad, mango pasta, 
etc. Be sure to try some, or all, of these mango-
based dishes. Try something new and amaze your 
palates as you get a taste of Guimaras Island.

Ever wonder what mango tastes like in sinigang, adobo, pizza, 
bulalo, or pasta? Wonder no more! Guimaras has a gastronomic 
surprise for you. Mango is the province’s main identity and is sure 
is used creatively and cleverly in local restaurants. Have you tried 
The Pitstop Restaurant’s wide array of mango-based and mango-

It is no secret that Guimaras is a resounding 
name in the arts and crafts and souvenir-making 
division. But did you know what else Guimaras 
is known for? Sustainable arts and crafts and 
preservation of culture and traditions. 

The Sapal Weaving Association in San 
Lorenzo, Guimaras is a weaving project and 
livelihood program that has been supported by 
the local government because not only does 
the sale of their products such as bags, laptop 
holders, placemats, slippers, wine bags, hats, 
envelopes made out of baryos, pandan, and buri, 
an important source of supplementary income 
for women’s groups in weaving communities, 
but because it also promotes green, reusable, 
and eco-friendly products. 

In Sitio Kati-Kati in the capital of Jordan, 
Maruyog Charms made by the Aeta Community 
are likewise sought after. Maruyog Charms are 
three-pieced bangles, regarded as amulets, 
given a more modern and trendy look. 

The creation of these bracelets is a vital 
part of the Ati tribe’s culture as they preserve the 
culture and traditions of the indigenous peoples. 
Moreover, the continuous production and sale 
of these charms help alleviate the high poverty 
in the Aeta community by providing them with 
a sustainable income that can give work to the 
youth and women. 

In Concordia, Sibunag, nito, a climbing 
vine with glossy, wiry stems is used in weaving 
baskets, bases, food covers, plates, wall decors, 

trays, lampshades, etc. The production of these nito woven 
products help reduce the waste related to the use of disposable 
plates, styrofoam food containers, feeble decors, and breakable 
vases. Never hesitate in buying these products. You never know 
how far your few pesos are able to help others. These may be 
native products, but they sure are aesthetically pleasing.

So, the next time you visit Guimaras and see these products, 
buy some. Help the locals through buying local products.
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More than 40,000 local and 
foreign tourists went to the island-
province of Guimaras on March 29-
31, 2018 via two wharves in Jordan 
town, according to provincial tourism 
of cer Liberty Ferrer.

Ferrer said the number is only the 
initial data as the Provincial Tourism 
Of ce has yet to account for the number 
of tourists who entered the wharf in 
Buenavista and the RORO Port in 
Jordan.

She said tourist arrivals registered 
at Jordan Wharf from Holy Thursday to 
Black Saturday (March 29-31) totaled 
26,611 while almost 14,000 persons 
entered the province through the wharf 
at Barangay Hoskyn, Jordan on March 
29 and 30, 2018.

Ferrer said the 14,000 guests that 
used the Pook Wharf in Barangay Hoskyn 
observed the yearly “Ang Pagtaltal sa 
Balaan Bukid”, a dramatic reenactment 
of the death and resurrection of Christ. 
From the foot of Balaan Bukid, pilgrims 
climb their way to the top of the hill while 
praying before the 14 Stations of the 
Cross which ends in a chapel atop the 
hill overlooking Iloilo City.

On the other hand, the 26,611 
visitors who used the Jordan Wharf went 
to various destinations, including Balaan 
Bukid and popular beach destinations in 
the island such as Taklong Island, Guisi, 
and Alobihod Cove in Nueva Valencia, 
and Tatlong Pulo and Lawi in Jordan, 
among others.

Aside from Balaan Bukid, another 
popular Guimaras destination during 
Holy Week is the Holy Family Hills in 
Barangay Tamborong, San Lorenzo 
town. The Holy Family Hills is a 
sprawling pilgrim destination known for 
the towering statues of religious  gures, 
including the depiction of the 12 Stations 
of the Cross.

The local governments of Guimaras 
and Jordan, in coordination with the 
Philippine Coast Guard in Guimaras 
ensured an orderly transport of pilgrims 
and safe observance of the Holy Week. 
Emergency responders were stationed 
in key areas of the province, especially 
in Balaan Bukid and in the wharves. Kids 
were given name tags in Ortiz Wharf to 
ensure their identi cation in case they 
were separated from the adults.

Teresa Siason, PDRRMO 

Security preps in place for Guimaras’ ‘Pagtaltal sa Balaan Bukid’

40K plus tourists troop to 
Guimaras during Holy Week

Guimaras, said there are no major 
incidents in Guimaras during the Holy 
Week.

“There were minor incidents like 
bruises, fainting, but all were taken care 
of,” she said.

Meanwhile, Ferrer said the 
province’s goal is to make tourism in 
the island inclusive and respectful of the 
island’s ecosystem.

“Beyond the number of tourists 
visiting the island and the income 
generated from the products and 
services sold,  the long-term goal of 
the provincial government is to involve 
everyone in the practice of responsible 
tourism,” said Ferrer.

“We wanted that in these kinds of 
activities, both our tourists and locals 
appreciate and pay respect to the 
culture of Guimarasnons and abide by 
the simple rules on waste management 
and environmental conservation,” she 
added. /The Daily Guardian
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The Guimaras Police Provincial 
Of ce (GPPO) is now ready with its 
security measures in anticipation 
of the in ux of visitors and pilgrims 
for the annual “Pagtaltal sa Balaan 
Bukid”, Good Friday, in Jordan, 
Guimaras.

In his security presentation before 
the provincial government, GPPO’s 
Chief Inspector Raymond Cruz said 
that close to 400 security personnel 
and force multiplier will be deployed to 

secure the route of the procession.
They have also made proper 

coordination with other law 
enforcement agencies, security 
forces and emergency response 
service providers for the “Task Group 
Pagtaltal 2018” to provide maximum 
security coverage, public safety and 
emergency response to pilgrims.
The local police is expecting to breach 
the 32,871 visitors who joined last 
year’s religious event as they also 

target for zero incidents this 2018.
Last year, the GPPO only  recorded 

three incidents during the holding of 
Pagtaltal. The annual Lenten event has 
evolved from being a stage play to a 
street drama of the passion of Christ.

The theatrical presentation of 
the “Passion of Christ” starts with the 
triumphant approach of Jesus Christ 
to Jerusalem portrayed at the world’s 
smallest plaza in Jordan’s Barangay 

PASSION. A Guimarasnon local actor portrays Jesus Christ during the Pagtaltal sa Balaan Bukid, an 
annual religious activity held in the town of Jordan re-enacting the Passion of the Christ.

Photo taken during the scene of the cruci xion 
of Jesus Christ
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644 Guimaras delegates shone at 
the recent Western Visayas Regional 
Athletic Association (WVRAA) Meet 
2018 held at the Iloilo Sports Complex 
on February 18, 2018 by winning the 
coveted Best Uniform award.

The Guimaras delegation also 
known as ‘Strait Cruisers’ received the 
Best in Uniform while Aklan delegation 
got the award for the most number of 
athletes in the parade.

Further, the lighting of the 

‘Ceremonial Torch’ was led by Ilonggo 
Olympian Rene Herrera and the of cial 
declaration of the WVRAA Meet 2018 
was led by DepEd Regional Director 
Ma. Gemma Ledesma.

The Provincial Government of 
Guimaras (PGG) through Governor 
Samuel T. Gumarin together with 
Vice Governor Atty. John Edward G. 
Gando led the entry of the Guimaras 
delegations followed by Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan Members, Municipality 

Mayors and Vice Mayors, Department 
of Education (DepEd) Of cials and 
Athletes.

A parade from Iloilo Provincial 
Capitol up to Iloilo Sports Complex 
was taken by the delegations of the six 
provinces from Aklan, Antique, Capiz, 
Guimaras, Negros Occidental and 
Iloilo.

The competition proper started 
February 19, 2018 in their respective 
playing venues. 

A recent talk on road safety 
yoked tricycle drives and owners 
to observe compliance on new 
law and guidelines of the Land 
Transportation Of ce (LTO), and 
thrusts for defensive driving and 
road safety.

The said talk with a consultation 
activity report was held at the 
Provincial Capitol Gymnasium, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on 
February 28, 2018 which gathered 
over 50 tricycle drivers and owners 
from the municipalities of Buenavista, 
Jordan and Nueva Valencia.

Road safety talk urges compliance 
on defensive driving, road courtesy

Poblacion and ends with “Pieta” at 
the highest point of Guimaras at the 
Balaan Bukid Shrine in Barangay 
Balcon Melliza.

It will gather more than 100 
characters for the presentation followed 

by devotees as they walk for more than 
two kilometers passing 14 stations 
before they reach the mountain top 
of the province known as the Balaan 
Bukid.

“Pagtaltal” in local dialect means 
to remove thus, the street drama ends 

with the removal of Jesus from the 
Cross and laid before the arms of His 
Mother.

The visit to Balaan Bukid is 
one of the Lenten activities being 
recommended by the Department of 
Tourism. /PNA

One of the advocacies of the said 
talk was to enhance the knowledge, 
skills and attitude of the drivers 
and owners in complying with the 
national standards of LTO in terms of 
safety and precautions especially on 
plying on widened roads, overloaded 
passengers and mixing with speeding 
large four wheeled vehicles.

Further, LTO Regional Director 
Rolando C. Ramos stressed why 
he wanted to help the Guimarasnon 
tricycle drivers and owners.

“The reason I’m here is for us to 
come up with a win-win agreement. 

Hahanap tayo ng paraan, we will help 
you  nd a win-win solution,” he said.

Meanwhile, the said event is 
stipulated in Department Order No. 
2017-011, or Omnibus Guidelines 
on the Planning and Identi cation of 
Public Road Transportation Services 
and Franchise Issuance.

The Department of Transportation 
(DOTr) is tasked to set guidelines, 
criteria and procedures for local 
public transport planning and help 
build local capacities to prepare 
Local Public Transport Route Plans 
(LPTRPs).

Guimaras ‘Strait Cruisers’ take 
WVRAA opening with a bang

ALL FOR ONE. Provincial Government of Guimaras local of cials (from left SP Member 
Rex G. Fernandez, Vice Governor John Edward G. Gando, Governor Samuel T. Gumarin, 
MD, MPH, Buenavista Mayor Eugenio G. Reyes) and the teaching force of DepEd-
Guimaras lead the marching of young Guimarasnon athletes and sports enthusiasts 
during the opening ceremony of WVRAA 2018 in Iloilo City.
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There is no better way of 
exercising than exercising with a 
view while travelling and enjoying 
sceneries. If you are so up for this, 
then Guimaras is the island that 
should be on the top of your trail list! 

Guimaras is the home of 
bike trails for adventure lovers. 
It has 29 bike trails that make 
cycling enthusiasts experience the 
province’s tourist destinations. The 
Guimaras: Bike Paradise of the 
Philippines Project is an innovative 
bike tourism project initiated by the 
John B. Lacson Foundation Maritime 
University which is recognized as 
one of the best practices of Public-
Private Partnership and Sports 
Tourism. 

This project is continuously 
promoted by the province through 
the hosting of Manggahan Bike 
Fest, National Enduro Race, and 
the Tour de Guimaras, which aims to 
showcase the beauty of Guimaras 
Island through exploring it via biking, 
and to impose biking as a safe way 
of transportation. Thus, by keeping 
 t and staying in shape, never miss 
the chance to travel and enjoy some picturesque views too. Bike around the paradise that is Guimaras!

you have been to? Those could be 
Guimaras-made. 

Guimaras is the only galleon 
or miniature boat making province 
recognized by the Department of 
Trade and Industry. Miniature boat-
making includes the making of 
galleons, yachts, frigates, paraws, 
etc. These miniature boats are 
exported abroad and are very in-
demand locally as they are the 
main souvenirs used in weddings, 
conventions, and conferences. 

When visiting Guimaras, get 
the chance to see galleon makers 
in action. Along with DTI, the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources has likewise 
recognized the galleon making 
industry as miniature boat makers 
use trees which answer to the 
regulations of DENR in creating 
their products. 

So, if you ever see miniature 
boats and galleons like these, 
wonder if they are made in 
Guimaras. And if that question 
lingers in your mind, why not see 
the boat making process in person?

Seen one of these miniature boats in the beach resorts or hotels that 
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Missed the festivals you 
have always wanted to go to? 
Worry not. Manggahan Festival 
is coming to rescue you from 
missed-festival blues as it gives 
you the Invitational Cultural 
Presentation!

The Invitational Cultural 
Presentation is one of the highlight 
activities of Manggahan Festival 
where festival tribes or hubons 
from different cities and provinces 
are invited to present their cultural 
dances at the Manggahan 
sadsad. Tribes and “hubons” 
from various festivals around the 
country showcase and share their 
culture to Guimarasnons and its 
tourist patrons. 

So hurry up and reserve 
this day for some well-deserved 
relaxation and enjoyment. 

Do not miss this! Not like 
the other festivals that you have 
doted on going but ended up 
missing.

Grou es with celebrities? 
Instagram stories  lled with 
photos of actors or actresses? Or 
a Facebook My Day with minutes 
after minutes of band concerts? 

These will surely make you 
the talk of your classmates or 
of cemates. And Manggahan 
Festival has a lot to offer for 
these priced snaps. Just like 
being a fangirl and a fanboy who 
are given VIP tickets to a meet-
and-greet with their favorite 
artists, Manggahan Festival gifts 
Guimarasnons and its guests 
with free passes to see some of 
the most celebrated names in the 
show business, and to jam with 
some of the most famous bands 
and their most listened to tracks. 

What more can a fan group 
ask for? All that is left to do is to 
make sure that you come to the 
event real good-looking; a look 
that would de nitely give you a 
few seconds to be noticed by 
your idols. A few seconds-long 
moment, but one that you will 
remember until your golden days. 

Fair warning, though. The Kapamilya Caravan is de nitely jam-packed. 
So get ready for some serious crowd OOTDs.
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The Department of Education 
(DepEd) Guimaras reaped regional 
awards for outstanding performance 
in education management in Western 
Visayas awarded by the Regional 
Management Committee.

The 14 certi cates of recognition 
for the 2016 and 2017 performances 
were received by Ma. Luz M. de los 
Reyes, CESO VI, Schools Division 
Superintendent;  Novelyn M. Vilchez, 
PhD., CESE, Assistant Schools 
Division Superintendent; Elleda E. de 
la Cruz, Chief Education Supervisor 
of the Curriculum Implementation 
Division; and Dr. Armando E. Gabion, 
Jr., Chief Education Supervisor of the 
School Governance and Operations 
Division.  

The said certi cates were awarded 
by Ma. Gemma M. Ledesma, CESO V, 
OIC - Of ce of the Regional Director; 
and Victor G. de Gracia, Jr., PhD., 
CESO V, OIC – Of ce of the Assistant 
Regional Director on January 6, 2018 

Guimaras Governor Samuel T. 
Gumarin urged the members of the 
Regional Peace and Order Council 
(RPOC) to have a local counterpart 
for Task Force Aninipay, a Regional 
Inter-Agency Task Force for Peace 
and Security.

“Task Force Aninipay is eyed 
to strengthen our council to detect, 
prevent and respond against 
criminality, insurgency, terrorism and 
violent extremism, illegal drugs, natural 
and human-induced disasters, and 
violation of environmental laws and 
other forms of lawlessness,” Gumarin 
said during the RPOC  rst regular 
meeting on March 16, 2017 at Camp 
Delgado, Iloilo City.

“We hope that this initiative be 
replicated and executed in the local 
level as provided for in Section 5 of 
the said Resolution. By building this 
integration, we become the incubator 
of good governance and brighter 
ideas that will make Western Visayas 
a stronger, better and greater ally in 
nation building,” he further said. 

Gumarin shared the local initiative 
in Guimaras even before the issuance 
of TF Aninipay through  Resolution No. 
3 Series of 2017 stating the plans, 
programs and activities of the said 
Task Force.

“We currently have the Joint Task 
Force for Internal Peace and Security 
through Executive Order No. 37 Series 
of 2017 issued on June 29, 2017,” he 

DepEd reaps 14 regional awards
at Grand Xing Imperial Hotel.

DepEd-Guimaras was recognized 
for sustaining the three-star level 
school in the baseline survey of 
Wash in Schools (WinS) Three-Star 
Approach and having  obtained the 
Highest Passing Rate in the 2015 
Alternative Learning System (ALS) 
Accreditation and Equivalency (A&E) 
Test.

It was also recognized for the 
Promptness/Accuracy in Compliance 
of Reports, High Participation of 94% 
of School Learning Resource Portal 
Users for the Year 2017, Publication 
of 6 Quality Assured Contextualized 
Learning Resources in the LR Portal 
for the Year 2017, and Promptness 
in the submission of LIS/EBEIS 
Support Fund Liquidation Report, 
Technical Assistance Implementation 
and acknowledging the passion 
and commitment towards providing 
a safe school environment and on 
time submission of Earthquake 

Preparedness Homework Report.
It was also recognized for timely, 

complete and accurate documents 
submitted for request for allotment and 
cash allocation and timely, complete 
and accurate Financial Accountability 
Reports and Flash Reports for FY 
ending 2016 and MY 2017.

Meanwhile, it was also hailed 
as the Most Ef cient Division in 
Filling-up Newly Created Positions 
FY 2017 and for the exemplary 
compliance and active participation 
in the implementation of the Learners 
Information System (LIS) Quick Count 
SY 2017-2018.

Further, the said agency garnered 
second place during the conduct of the 
2017 Regional Search for Outstanding 
Implementers of School-Based 
Feeding Program SY 2017-2018 
awarded to Piña Elementary School

It was likewise recognized for its 
valuable contribution in strengthening 
the culture of research in DepEd. 

Gumarin urges RPOC to localize ‘Aninipay’
said.

He also said that the Joint Task 
Force is tasked to create an action 
plan to counter terrorism or violent 
extremism and strengthen the 
partnership of all law enforcement 
agencies to deter crimes by helping 
each other to prevent and control 
crimes, improve public safety in the 
province of Guimaras.

Further, he pressed that internal 
peace and security is one of the leading 

elements that lead to excellent feats 
on economic dynamism, government 
ef ciency, resiliency and infrastructure 
support. 

“As members of the Regional 
Peace and Order Council, we must 
assimilate that internal peace and 
security is one of the leading elements 
that leads to excellent feats on 
economic dynamism, government 
ef ciency, resiliency and infrastructure 
support,” he stressed.

LOCALIZING EFFORTS. Governor Samuel T. Gumarin opens the Regional Peace and Order Council 
 rst quarter meeting with emphasis on encouraging all the local chief executives to localize Task Force 
Aninipay in their respective areas of jurisdiction.
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As the 46th Iloilo-Guimaras 
Paraw Regatta Festival re-joined, a 
new highlight called “Bangkarera sa 
Paraw” was added and showcased 
at Puyo Wharf, Nueva Valencia, 
Guimaras recently.

In collaboration of the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras (PGG), Paraw 
Regatta President Dr. Ronald Raymond 
L. Sebastian and Mayor Emmanuel C. 
Galila, the Municipality of Nueva Valencia 
designated as the ‘Tourism Capital’ of 
Guimaras was chosen to host the said 
event to maximize the participation.

The event was participated by 98 
total of competitors and divided into 
seven categories to wit: unmotorized-
manual single person, unmotorized-
manual double person, motorized open 
single, motorized Guimaras single, 
lapad open diesel, lapad open gasoline 
and motorized  ber.

Further, Mayor Galila stated 
that “Bangkarera” is not new in the 
municipality of Nueva Valencia.

“Indi na bag-o ang “Bangkarera” 
diri sa amon, part na ni sang amon 
foundation day every last week of 
January,” he said.

Meanwhile, the participants of 
Guimaras dominated the said event on 
every category. 

The said event witnessed by people 
coming from all over Guimaras, Negros 
and Iloilo. 

Colorful “paraws” will once 
again grace the shores of Guimaras 
as the island province rejoins Paraw 
Regatta after a decade of hiatus.

Paraw Regatta waves its boats back to Guimaras

Paraw Regatta in Guimaras showcases 1st ‘Bangkarera’
The following were the winners:

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
underlines that Guimaras has always 
been a part of Paraw Regatta which 
features native sailboats.  

Most Colorful Baroto
Unmotorized Single
1st - Remmy Cayanan, Tando NV
2nd - Faith Rose Trifalgar, Tando NV
3rd - Romea Cayanan, Tando

Unmotorized Double
1st - Bilsy Gandecila Jr., Tando NV
2nd - Marian Joy Sabobo, Tando NV

Motorized Category
1st - Mario Gandecila

Unmotorized Double
1st - Bilsy Gandecila Jr.
2nd- Renelo Galvez
3rd-Jaynard Sabobo

7HP Category
(special category)
1st - Elpidio Tuvilleja
2nd- Arnold Netura
3rd-Elmar Tuvilleja

Lapad-Open-Gasoline
1st- Jesreel Gange, Jordan
2nd- Luce Gange, Jordan
3rd-Bryan Engallado

Fisherman’s Fiber Boat 
Category
1st - Benjie Candido
2nd- Jeffrey Cagayan 
3rd- Ricky Villanueva

Motorized Single
1st-Jilgrace dela Cruz
2nd-Daren Tubillara
3rd-Martine Gallardo

Lapad-Open-Diesel
1st-Noli Nerereng, Sibunag
2nd-Julian Bianes Jr., 
Pontevedra, Neg. Occ.
3rd-Jelorie Tolaves, 
Pontevedra, Neg. Occ.

Unmotorized Single
1st-Melchor Cayanan
2nd-Mark Joarine Cayanan
3rd-Alejandro Cayanan

Motorized Single Open
1st-Jilbert dela Cruz
2nd-George Asgar
3rd-Julie Erexima

“We have always been part of the 
Paraw Regatta. We grew up with this,” 
Gumarin said.

Now on its 46th year, the province 
will again host some of the activities of 
the regatta.

Further, Mayor Ruben Corpuz of 
the town of Jordan emphasized that it 
is high time for the festival to bene t the 
Guimarasnons.

Dr. Ronald Raymond Lacson 
Sebastian, IPRFI chairperson, said 
that different events will culminate on 
February 17 will be held both in Iloilo 
and Guimaras.

Activities in the island province 
include exhibit of miniature native 
sailboats and galleons, a sinamba 
beach competition,  shing competition, 
and races for jetskis; miniature paraws 
and lighted paraws.

The event is believed to be one of 
the longest-running sailboat races in the 
country organized by the Iloilo Paraw 
Regatta Foundation, Inc. (IPRFI), 
Department of Tourism (DOT-6), Iloilo 
City Government, and Iloilo Provincial 
Government.

NEXT WAVE. A sign of partnership for the next wave of Paraw Regatta activities in the island, (from 
left) Jordan Mayor Ruben Corpuz, JBLFMU CEO Ronald Raymund Sebastian and Governor Samuel 
Gumarin of cial opens the Galleon and Tourism Exhibit in Jordan Wharf through a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony participated by the different local of cials and stakeholders.

FOR THE WIN. Against all waves and odds, competitors of ‘Bangkarera sa Paraw’ race to kiss the tape.

23

Interested in a speci c  eld 
or passionate about a speci c 
topic? Manggahan Festival has 
some pretty awesome topics 
and  elds that just might put 
your excitement in the high 
bars. Manggahan Festival, 
being weeks-long, is composed 
of multi-sectoral events such as 
Agri-Eco Day, Social Welfare 
Day, Economic Development 
Day, Tourism Day, Integrated 
Women’s Association Day, 
People’s Economic Day, Sports 
Day, and a lot more. Each 
sector has its own series of 
activities that locals and tourists 
sure would not want to miss. 

Whatever your profession 
is, whatever you do for a living, 
whatever  eld you are in, and 
whatever you are fueled and 
driven for, Manggahan Festival 
just has the right day and the 
right activities for you. Check 
out the Schedule of Activities 
that we will publish soon and 
block your planners for a 
summer escapade that will  ll 

ad without an endorser. But these 
representatives, these symbols, are 
much more than just the super cial. 

Two of the highlights of the 
Manggahan Festival are the 
coronation night of the Mutya ng 
Guimaras and the pageant night for 
Mr. Guimaras. These two provincial 
pageantry bodies showcase the 
holistic beauty of Guimarasnons. Not 
only that, but the winners also become 
the Ambassador and Ambassadress 
of Goodwill. 

They likewise help promote 
Guimaras through participating in 
exhibits and travel marts. Being a 
winner for Mutya ng Guimaras and 
Mr. Guimaras is an honor not just in 
itself, but a pride. 

Not only does one get to be a part 
of the province’s history, but she/he 
also gets to be a part of people’s lives 
and people’s stories. Witness the 
beauty and brains of Guimarasnons. 
Witness their crowning glories and 
cheer for your candidates. 

Witness, and be amazed.

Now what is a festival without beauty pageants? It is like an 
establishment without a face, an institution without a logo, or a TV 

your hearts with joy and excitement.



22

They say you have never really experienced a 
place until you are tight with the locals. So just how 
can you be closest to the aborigines? Stay with them 
while you are at their place. Just like AirBnB, Guimaras 
is likewise offering homestay accommodations. 

Experience the Guimarasnons’ hospitality and 
their warm way of welcoming you into their homes 
and into their families as you stay with them. Not only 
that, but experience a Guimarasnons’ generosity as 
they extend their help in getting you to the possible 
destinations in the island that you can visit during 
your stay. 

Stay with Guimarasnons when visiting 
Guimaras. Become a Guimarasnon while you are 
here. Experience Guimaras, experience being just 
like a local.

If you think all races are won with speed 
and who gets to  nish  rst, then you certainly 
have not heard of Manggahan Festival’s new 
event. 

Moturtle is a campaign strategy of the 
Provincial Government to promote road 
safety. This newest addition to the events in 
Manggahan Festival is a means of promotion 
where the slowest rider is hailed as the winner. 

The rules are easy. The contestant, 
who should have a professional or non-
professional driver’s license duly issued by 
the Land Transportation Of ce and must 
have his motorcycle registered with complete 
papers, must ride the track at the slowest 
speed possible without crashing or touching 
the ground. He must likewise wear complete 
protective gear. 

See this unconventional yet unique event 
take place during the Manggahan Festival. 
Just how unusual is Moturtle? Its slogan: The 
slower, the better. The slowest, the winner.

Modes of transportation turned into live 
brochures and promotional materials for tourism? 

Pintraysekel is an initiative of the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras for local artists to display 
their artworks of the island’s tourist destinations 
onto one of the most famous and most convenient 
modes of transportation in Guimaras: tricycles. Pinta 
(paint) plus traysekel (local term for tricycle); hence, 
PINTRAYSEKEL. 

These pintraysekels make people’s stay, visit, 
tour - their overall experience of Guimaras - more 
festive and colorful while riding in style, without 
compromising coolness.

So, next time you pay Guimaras a visit, make 
sure to travel with style with these artsy pintraysekels.
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Next year’s gathering of 
stakeholders looked forward to address 
concerns affecting the country’s mango 
industry.

Guimaras would host the 20th National 
Mango Congress and discussions on how 
to run the event have already started, said 
Ronie Morante, provincial agriculturist 
of Guimaras, in an interview Tuesday 
afternoon.

He added that the province had long 
been requested to host the annual event 
but did not push through due to several 
limitations, such as the congress venue.

The event is spearheaded by the 
Philippine Mango Industry Foundation Inc. 
(PMIFI) with the Guimaras Mango Growers 
and Producers Development Cooperative 
(GMGPDC) as the host association in 
partnership with the provincial government 
and the Department of Agriculture (DA).

Morante said the committee that was 
formed by the provincial government had 
started discussions on possible topics 
such as in the  eld of marketing and 
organic mango production.

“Organic mango is in demand. We 
hope to  nd a speaker who can share 

Local government units (LGUs) of 
the Metro Iloilo Guimaras Economic 
Development Council (MIGEDC) are 
looking forward to  nalize and approve 
a working plan for the revitalization of 
the council this September.

Its revitalization is geared towards the 
synchronization of the development plans 
of local government units that compose the 
council.

Iloilo City Mayor Jose Espinosa III 
has called for a closed-door meeting 
with members of the council on Tuesday 
where they agreed to “review the working 
mechanism and system of the MIGEDC as 
a metropolitan organization” in April.

Espinosa said they would like to 
have a “holistic” approach when planning 
for development such that this city takes 
into account it’s neighboring LGUs and 
Guimaras, and vice-versa.

Iloilo City is the current chair of the 
MIGEDC with the province of Guimaras as 

Harmonized dev’t plan for Iloilo 
towns, Guimaras pushed

Guimaras starts prep for nat’l Mango Congress 2018
insights on this,” he said.

Guimaras had already a techno-
demo for organic mango growing but the 
technology is not yet ready, he said.

In addition to  nding answers to 
the industry concerns, Morante said the 
gathering is in itself an attraction as they 
expect to entice close to 1,000 participants 
from various parts of the country to visit 
Guimaras.

It will be held in April during the 
Manggahan sa Kabanwahanan, ahead of 
the 25th Manggahan Festival, he said.

Guimaras mangoes received the 
geographical indication (GI) seal last May 
from the Intellectual Property Of ce (IPO). 
GI is a marketing tool to prove that the 
mangoes are authentically from Guimaras.

It also assures that growers adopt 
good agricultural practices starting from 
the selection of the variety of seedlings up 
to harvesting to ensure the quality of the 
products. A fruit has to be harvested within 
115 to 120 days.

Last year, Guimaras produced 11,500 
metric tons of mangoes. However, it has 
a potential to produce 15,000 metric tons, 
Morante said.

The province has at present 175,824 
mango bearing trees although not fully 
maximized during season due to some 
limitations.

On November 29, Guimaras Governor 
Samuel T. Gumarin of cially received the 
key of responsibility from Cagayan de Oro, 
host of this year’s congress.

He was joined by GMGPDC 
president Rosario Griesser and Provincial 
Agricultural and Fishery Council president 
Ramon Marañon. /PNA

co-chair while its members are the towns 
of Pavia, San Miguel, Oton, Leganes and 
Sta. Barbara in Iloilo and the president of 
the League of Municipalities of Guimaras.

Espinosa said the last meeting of the 
MIGEDC was held more than a year ago. 
With its revitalization, the mayor wanted an 
authorized and permanent representative 
from each member.

MIGEDC “focuses on the total 
development of the area.” He cited for 
instance Iloilo City gets its supply of food 
from its immediate vicinity.

The development of Iloilo City has 
also made an impact on the transportation 
sector and boarding houses, among others, 
thus these have to be considered when 
making future plans.

The upcoming bridge that would 
connect Guimaras and Iloilo City “will be 
advantageous to all of us,” the mayor said.

Budget Secretary Benjamin Diokno 
last week con rmed that the Iloilo-

Guimaras bridge, which is part of the big 
ticket projects of the national government, 
will start construction this year.

With this development, they should 
plan out on the concentration of each 
member, he said.

He added that they need to consider 
whether or not Pavia and Oton will be 
the industrial center, Zarraga for food 
production and food security aspect and 
Guimaras on tourism.

MIGEDC was created by virtue 
of Executive Order 559 signed by 
former president and now Pampanga 
Representative Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 
on August 28, 2006.

It was the fruit of the merger of the 
Metropolitan Iloilo Development Council 
(MIDC) that was created through a 
Memorandum of Agreement in 2001 and 
the Guimaras-Iloilo City Alliance (GICA) 
that was formalized in 2005.

MIDC gathered Iloilo towns with focus 
on six areas of collaboration. These included 
basic services, environmental management, 
public safety and security, land use 
management, infrastructure development 
and economic promotion and development.

GICA focused on tourism and 
infrastructure development with special 
focus on road and port systems 
improvement.

This coming May, they will be holding 
a workshop where they will be guided by 
a consultant who will walk them through 
the crafting of an effective working plan. 
The draft will be presented to local chief 
executives of member-LGUs in July and for 
approval in September. /PNA  
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An 11- year old art contender 
linked the importance of being 
knowledgeable to being safe.

“Being knowledgeable about 
precautions on  re is being safe, to be 
informed on all aspects like in broadcast 
media or even the government agencies 
about  re prevention helps the people 
or even the community empowered 
and away from devastation. At the end, 
we should always be ready to be safe 
at all times,” said Wayne Diah Umani 
of Buenavista Central School on her 
drawing during the Art Contest at the 
Provincial Capitol Gymnasium, San 
Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on March 2, 
2018.

The said contest is one of the 
activities of the Fire Prevention Month 
Celebration in the Province of Guimaras.

Further, the said contest were 
categorized into four, to wit: Drawing 
Contest (On the spot) - For Elementary 
Pupils(Grade 1-6), Essay Writing (On the 
spot) - For Junior High School Students 
(Grade 7-10), Photo Contest – Open to 
all Amateur Photographers and Poster 
Making Contest (On the spot) - Open 
Junior and Senior High School Students.

Rodmar Arduo, 16, of Jordan 
National High School grabbed the  rst 
place for the Essay Writing Category 

Barangay Navalas Fire Brigade 
of Buenavista Guimaras capped the 
5th Fire Olympics as the winner held 
at the Capitol Grounds, San Miguel, 
Jordan, Guimaras on March 22, 2018.

Renante N. Gestiada, 43, team 
leader of the Barangay Navalas Fire 
Brigade was delighted for winning the 
said competition.

“First time lang namon mag-intra at 

maligayang-maligaya gid kami. Nasuk-
lian ang amon kinapuyan kay kami ang 
nag-champion,” he said.

For a total time of 10 minutes and 12 
seconds, Barangay Navalas surpassed 
the other four barangay in three different 
categories, to wit: Fire Fighting, Fire 
Extinguisher Relay and Bucket Relay. 
They also won the Best in Fire Fighting 
and Best in Fire Extinguisher Relay.

Navalas, 5th Fire Olympics champ
Further, Governor Samuel T. 

Gumarin shared the values of the said 
Fire Olympic Competition.

“Ang rason kung nga-a gina-
celebrate naton ini kada tuig, bal-an 
naton ang aton responsibilidad, buot 
silingon, indi lang ni para sa isa katawo 
kundi para ini sa tanan, para sa kaayuhan 
sang aton nga pamuluyo,” he said.

Meanwhile, Barangay Sebaste of 
Sibunag came out as 1st runner-up and 
was awarded the Best Bucket Relay 
Category and Barangay San Roque of 
Nueva Valencia grabbed the 2nd runner 
up.

Chief Admin Division Chief Inspector 
Leo A. Andiso, Chief Operation Division 
CInsp Liher L. Barrios and Chief Logistic 
Division CInsp Kim M. Celisio were the 
judges.

T he said competition was 
a collaboration of the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras (PGG) 
and Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) 
headed by Provincial Fire Marshal 
Superintendent Arnold D. Alba.

The said event showcases the 
discipline, skills and talents of brgy.  re 
brigade of the province in terms of  re 
deterrence on real life situation.

‘Being knowledgeable is being safe’
while Francis Arl Infante, 12, of San 
Miguel Central School came in  rst in 
Drawing Category.

Meanwhile, Romuel Galvan, 17, of 
Trinidad V. Canja Sta. Teresa National 
High School snagged the  rst prize 
for the Poster Making Contest while 
Ezia Lyn Santarin, 15, from Buenavista 
National High School got the  rst prize 
for Best Photo.

Mr. Jessie G. Gamlanga of the 
Department of Education (DepEd) 
Division of Guimaras, Mr. Vicente Camilo 
Corpuz of Provincial Environmental and 
Natural Resources and Ms. Michelle 

Arriola of Department of Local Interior 
Government (DILG) – Guimaras served 
as the members of the jury.

Moreover, the pledge of Fire Safety 
Covenant was recited by Senior Fire 
Of cer 3 Alejandro G. Jardeleza III 
followed by the students and their 
coaches.

The said event is a joint activity 
led by Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
and Guimaras Provincial Fire Marshal 
Superintendent Crosbee B. Gumowang.

This year’s theme is “Ligtas na 
Pilipinas, ang Ating Hangad, Pag-iingat 
sa Sunog sa Sarili Ipatupad”.

ALL FIRED UP. With a heated passion for public safety, Barangay Navalas Fire Brigade members 
execute how to put out the  re the professional way leading them the gold medal for Fire Olympics 2018.

SAFER FUTURE. In unison, the young leaders and artists in the Province of Guimaras pledge to 
support the disaster resilience month celebration in the Province of Guimaras by reciting the  re 
safety covenant.
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Two things are de nitely on 
everyone’s to-do list before they go 
on their well-deserved vacation: travel 
itineraries and the hunt for the best 
accommodations. Guimaras sure has 
a number of DOT-accredited tourism 
establishments which caters to the 
various activities sought by tourists. 

For those who are up for adventures 
and a short trek, Nature’s Trail Camp 
and Resort, Villa Igang Beach Resort, 
and Valle Verde Mountain Resort sure 
would not disappointment as they have 
attractions of their own. 

For those who wish to bask in a little 
bit of history, Guisi Clearwater Resort 
is just a few minutes away from the 
historic Guisi Lighthouse which is one of 
the oldest lighthouses built in the island 
during the Spanish Colonial Era. 

On the other hand, for those 
who love resorts with aesthetics 
and architecture, Neptune Pittman’s 
Garden Resort & Spa and Jannah-
Glycel Beach House offer a pleasing 
view and a unique landscaping. 

And for those who love to take 
moments away from the busy city 
life, Magic Island Resort, La Puerta 
el Paraiso, and Costa Aguada Island 
Resort will take minds away from stress 

and whisk hearts for the perfect getaway. 
Whatever your trip may be for the summer, Guimaras has your 

back. Let the island province transport you to stress-free, fun- lled, and 
relaxing vacation days.

Are you among the most adventurous of the adventures? Seeking 
that wanderer feels in the real sense of the word? Guimaras is a rising 

venue for camping and backpacking 
today. The island has various locations 
for the backpackers at heart and for 
those who wish to travel with open plans 
and free itineraries. 

As Guimaras is gifted with diverse 
land and water features, backpackers 
can have access to the stunning 
mountain views and awesome waterfalls 
scattered around the island province. 

While exploring the wonders of 
Guimaras, tourists can choose to stay in 
hostels and inns located in the heart of 
the island’s capital of San Miguel, Jordan. 
Zemkamps Chalet offers the most 
upscale rooms from among the inns and 
hostels, but for those who are looking 
for budget-friendly accommodations 
without the compromise for comfort 
and convenience, JM Backpackers Inn 
offers an array of rooms to choose from, 
depending on the number of guests or 
the space that the guests would like. 

Moreover, Pine Haven and 
Sidewalkers Inn also cater to those who 
wish for decent accommodations while 
touring the island. Hurry! Pack your 
bags and get ready to go. The island of 
Guimaras is ready for you!



20

Do you want to feel like a 
“haciendera/haciendero” or a 
true blue-blood without paying 
for anything but the Php 50.00 
entrance fee? 

Visit Roca Encantada, the 
historic mansion atop a hill. Roca 
Encantada is a famous landmark 
and summer house of the Lopezes 
here in Guimaras. 

It was built in 1910 in honor 
of Doña Presentacion Ho leña 
Lopez. It was declared by the 
National Heritage Institute as 
a heritage house. Apart from 
its grandiose architecture, 
Roca Encantada also offers a 
picturesque view of the Iloilo Strait, 
a shadow of Negros Occidental, 
and a sight of Las Islas de Siete 
Pecados. 

Do not miss the chance to 
upload a shot of your best rich-
kid and señor/señorita post: a 
backward glance, eyes hooded, 
mouth pouted, and a whole lot of 
attitude.

down history and memory lane. And 
Navalas Church surely does not 
disappoint.

Navalas Church is the oldest 
Roman Catholic church and the 
only heritage church in Guimaras. It 
is made out of sillar or coral rocks 
which are shaped into squares and 
brought into the church grounds by 
the townspeople in the 1880s when 
the church was built. These sillars 
are given in exchange for clothes 
made of piña  ber which are then 
worn by the locals when they attend 
mass. 

The original watchtower, which 
is still in front of the church, used to 
give early warnings for impending 
pirate attacks then. 

Navalas Church transports you 
to way back in time and it allows for 
you to imagine what life used to be 
during the Spanish colonization. 

Do not miss the opportunity 
to experience Navalas Church. 
Experience the contributions of 
history to Guimaras, and vice versa, 
while you are within the island 
province.

Now what would make a road trip more memorable and complete? A trip 
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The 100 days marker for 
Manggahan Festival 2018 was 
of cially unveiled on January 29 , 
2018 after the weekly  ag raising 
ceremony at the Provincial Canopy, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin led 
the said unveiling activity together 
with Vice Governor Atty. John Edward 
Gando and SP Members David G. 
Gano, Jose na de la Cruz, Diosdado 
Gonzaga, Cresente Chavez, Jr., and 
Cyril Beltran.

In preparation for the upcoming 
festival, 25 mango seedlings were 
of cially turned over to select partner 
agencies and sectoral groups.

The said mango seedlings were 
planted in the different areas of the 
Capitol Grounds based on the Provincial 
Site Development Plan.

The mango seedlings were named 
based on the virtues that represent 
the provincial government such as 
leadership, excellence, compassion, 
accountability, among others.

The following partners and 
stakeholders participated in the mango 
planting: Department of Education, 
Supreme Pupil Government, Guimaras 
Police Provincial Of ce, Guimaras 
State College, National Auxiliary 

Seventeen orphans from Good 
Shepherd Fold Academy Inc. 
(GSFAI) received a pair of school 
shoes and undergarments from 
the Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA) - Guimaras during the 2018 
Civil Registration Month (CRM) 
Culminating Activity in the province 
on February 28, 2018.

As part of PSA Guimaras’ social 
responsibility, the gift giving activity for 
GSFAI orphans was conducted which 
aims to help those needy students.

“This is the fourth year that the 
PSA-Guimaras prepared gifts for our 
Orphans” said Social Worker Alice 
Jane Galila.

17 orphans receive gifts from PSA-Guimaras
Galila also stressed that the PSA- 

Guimaras quarterly run the gift giving, 
feeding program and even teaching 
GSFAI children of some art project 
through recyclable materials.

“To express our gratitude, the GSFAI 
actively participated to the activities 
of PSA-Guimaras just like in this 2018 
CRM Culminating Activity wherein our 
orphaned children rendered a doxology 
and series of special numbers to 
entertain guests and contestants and 
to show their hidden talents,” Galila 
explained.

According to Galila they 
passionately trained their orphans in 
music to help develop and sharpen their 

100 days left before 
Manggahan Fest 2018

skills especially in playing musical 
instruments like violin, drum, and 
guitar.

Galila also stated that most of 
their orphans have talent in music and 
she is glad to see that their children 
always value their teachings.

“Nagapasalamat gid ako sa PSA 
sa ila nga paghatag sa amon sang gift 
kag daku gid ini nga bulig sa amon,” 
the orphan said.

The existence of GSFAI since 
July 8, 1946 and its excellent 
orphanage management which 
nurture every child to have a better 
future inspires the PSA-Guimaras to 
be their recipient for social services.

WHAT AWAITS. Governor Samuel T. Gumarin and all the members of the 8th Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan of the Province of Guimaras of cially unveils the ‘100 Days To Manggahan Festival 
2018’ marker.

Ati Youth Community Organization, 
Guardians Brotherhood Incorporated, 
Guimaras Mango Growers and 
Producers Development Cooperative, 
Guimaras Overseas Filipino 
Workers and Seamen Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative, Provincial Agriculture 
and Fishery Council, Pag-asa Youth 
Association of the Philippines, Persons 
with Disability Federation, Kalipunan ng 
Liping Filipina, Guimaras Island Guide 
and the Guimaras Resort and Lodging 
Association.  

Meanwhile, Maori dancers from 
New Zealand likewise took part in the 
said event by performing their traditional 
dance while Katrina Segovia,  nalist of 
Eat Bulaga’s Lola’s Playlist, rendered a 
song number. 

HAKA DANCE. Members of the Maori tribe from New Zealand performed their traditional dance 
during the countdown for Manggahan Festival 2018.

Chaplaincy Philippines Inc., BAJODAI, 
Provincial Federation of Senior Citizens 
Association of the Philippines, Guimaras 
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Barangay Magamay of Nueva 
Valencia town was given a livelihood 
assistance for swine production 
and fattening by the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras (PGG).

The Magamay Senior Citizen’s 
Livestock and Poultry Producers 
Association (MSCLPPA) is the direct 
bene ciary for the Php 252,569.00 
amount of assistance.

The turnover of the cheque was led 
by Governor Samuel T. Gumarin, Vice 
Governor Atty. John Edward G. Gando, 
Sangguniang Panlalawigan Members 
Diosdado Gonzaga, Jose na G. de la 
Cruz and was handed to Brgy. Treasurer 
Ms. Elsie Ucag and the members of 
MSCLPPA.

The said project aims to contribute 
in the development of agriculture 
industry of the said municipality and 
provide technical assistance in terms 
of organizational strengthening and 
 nancial management.

Guimaras’  sh production dropped 
by 8.18 percent during the 4th quarter 
of 2017 brought about by the 18.40 
percent decreased in the municipal 
 sh production which comprised 58.44 
percent of the total  shery production 
of the province.

Despite of the 11.51 percent upsurge in 
aquaculture production, still the decreased 
persist as it accounted 41.56 percent only 
of the province’s total production.

Comparing the fourth quarters of 
2015-2017, 2016 registered the highest 
production with 25.30 percent gained over 
the same quarter in 2015 but the growth 
was not sustained in 2017 as it dropped to 
1,874.04 metric tons (MT) from 2,041.01 
MT in fourth quarter of 2016.

However,  shery production in Q4 
2017 is still higher by 15.03 percent 
compared to the production in 2015 of the 
same quarter.

Municipal Fishery
The Municipal  shery production 

posted  uctuating trends, from a low of 
947.27 MT recorded in the 4th quarter 
of 2015 to 1,341.88 MT in same quarter 
of 2016 and it plunged to 1,095.24 MT 
in 2017 of the same period due to the 
occurrence of weather disturbances in the 
last month of the fourth quarter of 2017.

Aquaculture Fishery
Aquaculture consistently increased 

production from 681.69 MT in the 4th 
quarter of 2015 to 698.38 MT in 2016 of the 
same period posting the biggest increment 
of 11.52 percent in the 4th quarter of 2017 

at an estimated volume of 778.80 MT.
Figure 4 revealed that the highest 

volume of production in aquaculture was 
dominated by milk sh in brackishwater 
 shpond with 475.86 MT in the 4th quarter 
of 2017, higher by 10.34 percent over the 
same period in 2016, however, Q4 2017 
production is still lower by 4.46 percent 
than its Q4 2015 production.

The upward trend in aquaculture 
production was contributed by milk sh in 
marine cage that gained 290 percent in 
2016 Q4 with an estimated volume of 78 
MT and gained 5 percent more in 2017 
with 82 MT.

The increment in aquaculture 
was attributed by improved feeding 
management and increased stocking of 
milk sh.

The top ten  sh species that 
contributed to the  sh production of the 
province includes: Cavalla, Anchovies, 
Siganid, Grouper, Snapper, Blue Crab, 
Fimbriated Sardines, Goat Fish, Porgies 
and Spanish Mackerel.

Cavalla (Talakitok)
Production of cavalla posted at 

130.32 MT during the fourth quarter of 
2015, it consistently dropped by 5.95 and 
10.34 percent in same quarters of 2016 
and 2017, respectively.

Implementation of local government 
laws against the use of active gears 
resulted to lesser catch of species during 
the said quarters

Anchovies (Dilis)
On the contrary, anchovies production 

continued to grow, from 42.02 MT in the 
4th quarter of 2015 to a high of 84.30 MT 
in 2016 Q4 which is twice as much of its 
production in same period a year ago and 
a meager growth of 2.42 percent in 2017 
of same period due to more appearances 
of the species and additional stationary 
lift nets and  lter nets operated during the 
period.

Siganid (Samaral)
Likewise, Siganid production recorded 

sustained growth from the fourth quarters 
of 2015-2017.

From 53.12 MT production in Q4 
2015, it gained by 27.47 percent in Q4 
2016 and continued to increase at 8.89 
percent in Q4 2017 reaching at 73.73 MT.

More  sh catch were noted especially 
on gillnets and lift nets  shing.

Grouper (Lapu-lapu)
Grouper specie recorded improved 

production in three consecutive period, 
from 13.53 MT in fourth quarter of 2015 
it hiked more than three times in same 
period of 2016 reaching at 41.21 MT 
and continued to rise at 55.7 MT or an 
increased of 35.16 percent.

More  sh catch were noted especially 
in  shermen who used multiple long line 
and hook and line at arti cial  sh habitat 
or  sh attractors “tambon” (in local dialect).

Snapper (Maya-maya)
Snappers production estimated at 

56.24 MT in the fourth quarter of 2016 was 
118.83% higher than its 2015 level with 

Guimaras’  sh production drops in Q4 2017

  to page 11

Brgy Magamay gets assistance for swine prod’n
The recipient of the livelihood 

assistance will undertake the immediate 
implementation of swine production and 

fattening project, submit  nancial and 
physical status reports to the provincial 
government.

PRODUCTION HIKE. Governor Samuel T. Gumarin, Vice Governor John Edward Gando lead the 
turnover the  nancial assistance to the of cial of Brgy. Magamay in Nueva Valencia to increase 
swine production.
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When in Manila and other cities, and people ask 
where Guimaras really is, always have a map in hand 
or in your phone. You would not want to miss a chance 
to sell the province to potential tourists. Guimaras is 
strategically located in between the islands of Panay 
and Negros. 

It can be reached via a 15-minute boat ride from 
Iloilo City or an hour boat ride from Pulupandan, 
Negros Occidental. 

It can likewise be reached via RORO trips from 
Lapuz in Iloilo and Pulupandan in Negros. So, if you 
are thinking of having a side-trip while you are in the 
City of Love or the City of Smiles, Guimaras is always 
on top of the list. 

The island-province boasts of tropical weather 
that is ideal for outdoor activities like camping, going 
to the beach, biking, etcetera, making Guimaras the 
island of Mangoes and More! Make your vacation 
complete and visit the paradise that is Guimaras. You 
sure would not want to miss it!

        

Visualizing that vacation feels that you want to 
sport for your feed goals this summer? Do you want to 
splatter your timeline with blue and white? Guimaras 
just has the solution for that. 

Guimaras, apart from its inland and beach front 
resorts, is surrounded with islets that will put your 
feeds on  eek. 

From the tiny islands in the surrounding areas of 
Suba Malawig and Alubihod, to the sandbars at the 
Floating Cottage and near Magic Island, one could 
not help but take loads of photos and upload them to 
curate their desired feeds. 

Plan now while it is still early. You would not be last 
in the Instagram and Facebook feed tilt.

Think Guimaras is all about beaches and 
mangoes? Explore the other side of Guimaras with 
its religious and spiritual destinations. On top of the 
list: Trappist Abbey. 

Trappist is the only men’s monastery in the 
Philippines, best known for their extreme strictness 
that characterizes their discipline. They are the go-
to for retreat and re ection as the entire grounds 
are basked in the monks’ observance of meditation, 
silence, and prayer. 

The monks likewise sell their own pasalubong 
items under the brand Trappist Monastic Food 
Products. All of their products are made from the 
ingredients grown in the garden within their vicinity. 
Buying these monk-manufactured products is also a 
way of helping them as this is how they earn a living, 
and for the maintenance of this silent sanctuary. 

Trappist Monastery Abbey also has guest houses 
at affordable prices to provide accommodation for 
those who are seeking a personal and private time 
amidst a busy life from the city. 

So, if you are feeling lost, down, or confused, feel 
free to talk to the monks in the Trappist Monastery 
Abbey and seek for their help and spiritual guidance.
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It is not what you think it is the 
 rst time you have heard of it. No, 
it is not mango juice. And no, it is 
not mango wine either. 

Mango Toast is the toasting 
of mango fruits and eating them 
immediately after the Manggahan 
Festival has been of cially 
opened. 

It is done during the 
gathering of Guimarasnon 
political leaders, government 
employees, distinguished guests, 
and important personalities for 
the of cial announcement of the 
festival’s commencement. 

It resembles the unity of 
Guimarasnons and their pride 
of what their island province is 
globally known for: mangoes. 
Experience true Guimarasnon 
spirit and toast mangoes with 
them throughout the Manggahan 
Festival. 

Be a local; be a Guimarasnon 
while you are in Guimaras.

local and foreign, crowd at the 
Provincial Capitol Grounds. What 
for? Manggahan Festival and the 
Agri-Trade Fair that comes along 
with it. 

The Agri-Trade Fair is an expo 
open to all producers of authentic 
Guimarasnon products. Displayed 
in the different booths are products 
such as bignay wine, cashew nuts, 
dried  sh, calamansi juice, kamote 
chips, pinasugbu, etc., and of 
course, lots and lots of mangoes. 
Souvenir items like T-shirts, 
keychains, woven bags, pandan 
baskets, and wood carvings are 
likewise found here. 

Basically, this is where the 
hashtags for social media posts 
come from. You were not in 
Guimaras if you were not able to 
bring home a box of mangoes. And 
you have not been to Guimaras if 
you have not had a picture at the 
Agri-Trade Fair. 

So, do not miss out on 
the opportunity to experience 
Guimaras and get a taste of the 
island province through the Agri-
Trade Fair.

It is the time when Guimarasnons’ social media platforms are 
bombarded with greens and yellows. It is also the time when all tourists, 
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The recently identi ed 
centenarians in the Province of 
Guimaras were given cash-gifts 
amounting to Php 100, 000.00 each.

The said gifts were given to 
Christina G. Tacaisan of Sitio Bala-an 

“To have and to hold from this 
day forward, for better or for worse, 
for richer or for poorer, in sickness 
and in health, to love and to cherish; 
until death do us part.”

These were the vows of forty 
couples who joined together as 
one last January 29 in a free mass 
wedding sponsored by Nueva 
Valencia Municipal Government at the 
Municipal Plaza of the said town.

The couples took their vows before 
mass wedding celebrant Honorable 
Emmanuel C. Galila, Municipal Mayor 
of the Nueva Valencia.

The free mass wedding was 
witnessed and supported by Hon. 
Marilou Delumpa, Sanguniang Bayan 
(SB) Member of Nueva Valencia 
on behalf of Hon. Lucille Nava, 
Congresswoman, Lone District of 
Guimaras.

Likewise, Nueva Valencia Vice 
Mayor Ma. Luz G. Gambalan, SB 
Member Susanna Gallentes, Regional 
Director Fred Sollesta and Guimaras 
Provincial Statistics Of cer Nelida 
Losare of Philippine Statistics Authority 
and the Municipal Civil Registrars 
of the other four municipalities of 
the province also convened in the 
wedding to uphold the union of the 
forty couples.

“This is a yearly activity led by the 

40 couples take vows
in free mass wedding

Two centenarians get P100k cash gifts

Local Civil Registrars (LCRs) of each 
Municipality, said Mary Jane Piosca, 
Municipal Civil Registrar of Nueva 
Valencia.

The annual celebration of the 
Civil Registration Month (CRM) is held 
every February. 

However, for the 77th Foundation 
Anniversary, Nueva Valencia 
Municipal Government sponsored the 
mass wedding of forty couples, freeing 
them from paying the marriage license 
and solemnization fee. 

Moreover, RD Sollesta pointed out 
the importance of marriage in building 
a family especially in dealing with 
social problem on illegitimate children.

“Kinamatarong sang isa ka bata 
to have a name and a registered 
birth certi cate gani importante nga 
makasal gid ang parents para indi 
maging illegitimate ang isa ka bata”, 
said Sollesta during his message.

Meanwhile, PSO Losare stressed 
out the responsibilities of parents to 
register the births of their children on 
time. 

Losare further emphasized the 
signi cance of checking the entries 
in the legal documents before af xing 
their signatures to avoid problem, 
waste of money, time and efforts in 
correcting legal documents in the 
future.

Bukid, Barangay Balcon Melliza, Jordan 
and Teresita G. Gabayoyo of Barangay 
Gaban, San Lorenzo , both 100, by 
the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) on March 24, 
2018.

The granting of cheque was 
spearheaded by DSWD headed 
by Field Of cer VI and Supervising 
Administrative Of cer Ms. Fredylin 
P. Saclote and Senior Citizen 
Representative Ms. Angela Gotera.

The said giving of incentives is 
stipulated under RA 10868 or the 
“Centenarian Act of 2016”.

The guidelines are embodied in 
DSWD Memorandum Circular (MC) 
No. 04 Series of 2017 which outlined 
the roles of government agencies and 
partner organization.

The MC likewise identi ed the 
documentary requirements needed to 
avail of the incentives.

Meanwhile, Filipino centenarians 
living abroad may also avail of the 
incentives.

The PGG, in partnership with the 
DSWD, will continue monitoring the 
identi cation of the bene ciaries and 
the disbursements of funds.

  Guimaras’ Fish ... from page 10

25.70 MT output.
However, the increased was not 

sustained in 2017 as it dropped by 9.10 
percent at a recorded 51.12 MT production.

Appearance of weather disturbances 
in the last month of the quarter of 2017 
resulted to limited  shing activities.

Blue Crab (Alimasag)
Production of blue crab reached at 

44.03 MT in the Q4 of 2015, it ef caciously 
gained 49.81 percent in 2016 posted 
production at 65.96 MT nonetheless, it 
dropped to 49.29 MT in fourth quarter of 
2017, a short fall by 25.27 percent.

Fimbriated Sardines (Tunsoy)
On the contrary, production of Tunsoy 

specie showed downward trends, a 13.10 
percent shortfall during the fourth quarter 
of 2016 at 83.49 MT and it continued to 
drop by 44.56 percent in fourth quarter of 
2017 over the same period in 2016 with an 
estimated production of 46.29 MT.

Lesser school of  sh were noted and 
the issuance of  shing ordinance “banning 
the use of active gears” was strictly 
implemented by the local government.

Goat sh (Saramulyete)
Production of goat sh on the other 

hand, gained by 6.49 percent in the fourth 
quarter of 2016 posting at 39.57 MT and 
it continued to improve in Q4 2017 by 
8.11 percent which recorded production at 
42.78 MT.

More appearance of specie during the 
period trapped by  shermen using multiple 
long line and gillnets.

CHRISTINA G. TACAISAN TERESITA G. GABAYOYO
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“Mas indi hamak nga malahalun 
ang inyo nga kabuhi, sang sa inugbayad 
ninyo sa aton nga Land Transportation 
Of cer. We are not doing this for us, 
but for you,” said Vice Governor Atty. 
John Edward G. Gando said during 
the Lecture on Drivers without Driver’s 
License.

Guimaras Police Provincial Of ce 
(GPPO) spearheaded the said talk in 
cooperation with the Land Transportation 
Of ce (LTO) on February 26, 2018 at 
GTIC Function Hall, San Miguel, Jordan, 
Guimaras.

For the year 2017 Provincial Health 
Of ce (PHO) recorded 57 road related 
incidents, out of 100%, 63% is motorcycle 
related incidents.

The said joint activity of GPPO and 
LTO aims to educate drivers of defensive 
driving and to convince them to process 
their permit to LTO right after the seminar.

Further, a lecture was given by Ma. 
Asuncion H. Trespeses, Acting Chief, LTO 
Guimaras, tackled about the Republic Act 
4136 also known as An Act To Compile 
The Laws Relative To Land Transportation 

Guimarasnons were given easy 
access to the different services 
of Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA).

259 enrollees and 29 job seekers 
bene ted in the two-day National Technical 
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) 
Enrollment Day and Job Bridging of the 
TESDA at the GTIC Function Hall, San 
Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on February 27-
28, 2018.

The enrollment was open to all 
Guimarasnon aging 15 years old and 
above.

TESDA graduates and applicants 
that joined the job bridging and job fair 
were accommodated by different private 
sectors.

Two job seekers were hired on the 
spot, one from SM Supermarket and the 
other from Moana Days Spa.

Further, Arves Salongcong Jr., 18, 
shared reasons of his enrollment on 
TESDA program.

“Daku gid na bulig ni sakon, para 
magkaroon ako ng training na madevelop 
ang self ko sa larangan ng welding at 
makapagtrabaho at makabulig sa family 
ko at kapatid,” he said.

Also,  Marddie Gabo, 24, emphasized 
positive insights towards the said activity.

“Nami ang program sang TESDA kay 
nahatagan ako sang opportunity gaya kong 
job seeker, mas less sa time at makaka-
save sang plete  sa pag-apply,” she said.

Meanwhile, the list of the TESDA 

TESDA grants easy access to Guimarasnons
programs offered was associated by 
the Provincial Training and Enterprise 
Development Center (PTEDC), Araya 
Skills Institute and RRLS ICT Academy, to 
wit: Carpentry National Certi cate (NC) II, 
Hilot (Wellness Massage) NC II, Perform 
Manicure and Pedicure (Leding to Beauty 
Care) NC II, Events Management Services 
NC II, Housekeeping NC II and III, Perform 
Hair Cutting Services (Leading to Hair 
Dressing) NC II, Perform Body Massage 
(Leading to Beauty Care) NC II, Perform 
Facial Make-up (Leading to Beauty Care) 
NC II, Tourism Promotion Services NC II, 
Performs Foot Spa (Leading to Beauty 
Care) NC II, Shielded Metal Arc Welding 
(SMAW) NC II, Hair Dressing NC II and 
Beauty Care NC II.

In addition, the list of the private 
sectors for job bridging were, to wit: 
SM Supermarket, Angelina Bakeshop, 
Voiceless Technologies Incorporated, 
Motor Star, Andana Resort, Moana Day 
Spa, Trappist Monastery, Placewell 
International Services Coporation, 
Bison Management Coportation, YHMD 
Internal Manpower Serives Incoporated, 
John Maurice International Incorporated 
and Non-Stop Overseas Employment 
Corporation.

The said event was a nationwide 
program with a theme: “Magsasanay, 
Magka-hanap buhay, Magtagumpay”, 
which conducted simultaneously in 
Local Government Units (LGUs), Sports 
Complex, Malls, Municipal Stadium, and 
other designated areas.

Gando to motorcycle drivers: ‘We do this for you ’

FAST AND EASY. Hundreds of Guimarasnon line-up for TESDA’s National Technical Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) Enrollment  Day and Job Bridging.

MOVING FORWARD. Vice Governor John Edward Gando, LTO Of cials, remind motorcycle drivers 
the importance of defensive driving and driving with license.

And Traf c Rules To Create A Land 
Transportation Commission And For 
Other Purposes.

Meanwhile, Police Insp. Rico Sta. 
Ana, Assistant PCR Of cer, discussed 
about Defensive Driving.

After the lectures, an open forum 
was facilitated by Police Chief Insp. Idel 
Hermoso.

The seminar was attended by 
motorcycle drivers from 5 municipalities in 
Guimaras.

The said activity was supported by 
Vice Gov. Atty. John Edward Gando, 
Police Chief Insp. Raymond I. Cruz, Ma. 
Asuncion H. Trespeses, PInsp Rico Sta. 
Ana, PSupt. Alberto A. Pabalan, and 
Doctor Medardo Labordo.
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Seen this gigantic mango 
around? Or ever had a picture 
taken with him? He is not just 
any costumed personality. He is 
Bagul, the mango man.

Bagul was created in 2010 
to become the of cial mascot of 
Manggahan Festival. 

He became the face of 
Guimaras since then and has 
graced the photos of both local 
and foreign tourists. He can be 
seen roaming the streets and 
the different expos/fairs during 
the month-long celebration of 
Manggahan Festival. 

Bagul, also known in English 
as mango seed, is the hard and 
hairy center of the mango fruit. 
Bagul is named as such because 
of the fruit’s  nger-lickin’ good 
sweetness that no one lets go of 
it until all that is left is the center. 

Bagul can also be seen in 
souvenir items such as keychains 
and key-holders.

Mangoes do not bear fruits 
this way. And no, mangoes are 
not sold this way either. 

These are the Mango 
Chandeliers of Guimaras. Built 
with precision and  nesse, these 
chandeliers are the masterpieces 
of various mango farmers and 
producers during the Manggahan 
Festival Agri-Trade Fair. 

They are not just for mere 
display and aesthetics; they 
are the pride of each booth too. 
Some even compete for the best 
mango chandeliers. The bigger 
and well-arranged the mango 
chandelier, the more people 
take pictures with it and more 
customers buy mangoes from 
the booth that has it. 

Mango chandeliers are 
intricately made with green 
mangoes freshly harvested 
along with their stems, which are 
then tied with plastic straws. The 
stems allow the fruit to dangle 
and to be arranged according to 
the farmer’s style.

The mango fruits are chosen 
according to size and color to 

complement the producers’ desired design too. Come see the mango 
chandeliers of Guimaras this Manggahan Festival 2018. They sure are 
a sight to behold!
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Manggahan Festival 2018 is coming and it’s going to be an 
even sweeter  esta as we celebrate its 25th Anniversary! 

Let us list down 25 reasons why you should go to Guimaras 
Island and celebrate with us this coming May 11-22!



MINI-FORESTS
With its population of 2,681 spread in seven hamlets, La 

Paz boasts of mini-forests, pastoral scenes, clean beaches, 
snorkeling and  shing sites near Taklong Island National 
Marine Reserve managed by the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources.

It has become a way of life for La Paz residents to keep 
their environment clean, a legacy of their late village chief, 
Ramon Ortiz.

Ortiz was a strict but beloved leader whose death on 
August 5, 2017, inspired La Paz residents to try to make him 
proud.

While not yet exactly a bed-and-breakfast destination, La 
Paz has welcomed local tourists and a few foreigners.

It is 30-45 minutes by jeepney from the capital town of 
Jordan.

HIMAL-US TOURS
La Paz’s council and residents are to hold a soft launch 

of their tourism initiative, Himal-us Tours, by the end of April.
The tour will start at 4 P.M. with snacks and a visit to Sitio 

Sumirib, the community center of La Paz.
Before dinner, visitors will have several activity choices - 

check out local craft, recharge under pine trees, go on nature 
photography, watch the sunset, paddle, kayak or swim in 
Sumirib.

Stargazing comes after dinner.
The next day starts at 7 A.M. when tourists can watch 

the sunrise and join  shermen in hauling their catch, a task 
called “hulik.”

After breakfast, thousands of mangroves await visitors in 
Suba Malawig, or Long River.

PERFECT FOR SELFIES
A side trip to Balas Balabag, a white sandbar between 

two islets, offers scenes “picture perfect for sel es.”
By 9 A.M., Piagao Island beckons to swimmers. It has 

a watchtower atop a hill overlooking islets, mangroves and 
crystal clear waters around a marine protected area.

Kalirohan Islet offers white sand beach. It is home to 
Tabon birds that nest near the beach.

The day-and-a-half tour of Himal-us Tours by La Paz 
native Ranel Pitpitan costs Php 1,200.00 to Php 1,500.00 
per person for a group of six to eight persons depending on 
choice of food for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Visitors, however, should not expect fancy 
accommodations. No rooms with air conditioners are 
available, only nipa huts and cottages.

Connie del Rosario, a “balikbayan” from New York, is 
renting out rooms overlooking rice paddies and Bayog Beach.

EXCLUSIVE
The Del Rosario couple’s house, dubbed “Manhattan 

in La Paz,” is the nearest thing to “exclusive” here but they 
accept only visitors recommended by friends.

Local folk say an awesome sight to behold is “tangkal-
tangkal”  shing, which happens every night from 6-9 P.M.

There are 10 to 20 “tangkal,” or  sh shelters, set in 
shallow portions of coastal waters with box-shaped nets hung 
from a platform of bamboo poles in or near the seabed.

Kerosene lamps above the center of the net work like 
beacons attracting  sh. On good nights, between 300 to 500 
kilograms of  sh is hauled before the net is cast again.

Visitors can also try to hug Tabuhangin tree, which has 
a trunk 7 meters in diameter. Imbao shells (mangrove clams) 
and crabs are in abundance.

The  rst thing you notice about the coastal 
village of La Paz here is its unusual cleanliness.

Sacks hang from bamboo fences for passersby 
to drop plastics, cigarette butts and other trash.

Soda bottles are but colorful plastics on display 
but not strewn around.

Men and teens mill around small stores but 
none drink liquor.

There is no yelling from men sending their 
children on an errand to buy beer or cigarettes, 
which is banned by a local law along with gambling.

Welcome to the village of La Paz in the town of 
Nueva Valencia, which could be a microcosm of an 
ideal Filipino coastal village and off the beaten path 
of Guimaras’ tourism map.
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PERFECT FOR SELFIES
A side trip to Balas Balabag, a white sandbar between 

two islets, offers scenes “picture perfect for sel es.”
By 9 A.M., Piagao Island beckons to swimmers. It has 

a watchtower atop a hill overlooking islets, mangroves and 
crystal clear waters around a marine protected area.

Kalirohan Islet offers white sand beach. It is home to 
Tabon birds that nest near the beach.

The day-and-a-half tour of Himal-us Tours by La Paz 
native Ranel Pitpitan costs Php 1,200.00 to Php 1,500.00 
per person for a group of six to eight persons depending on 
choice of food for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Visitors, however, should not expect fancy 
accommodations. No rooms with air conditioners are 
available, only nipa huts and cottages.

Connie del Rosario, a “balikbayan” from New York, is 
renting out rooms overlooking rice paddies and Bayog Beach.

EXCLUSIVE
The Del Rosario couple’s house, dubbed “Manhattan 

in La Paz,” is the nearest thing to “exclusive” here but they 
accept only visitors recommended by friends.

Local folk say an awesome sight to behold is “tangkal-
tangkal”  shing, which happens every night from 6-9 P.M.

There are 10 to 20 “tangkal,” or  sh shelters, set in 
shallow portions of coastal waters with box-shaped nets hung 
from a platform of bamboo poles in or near the seabed.

Kerosene lamps above the center of the net work like 
beacons attracting  sh. On good nights, between 300 to 500 
kilograms of  sh is hauled before the net is cast again.

Visitors can also try to hug Tabuhangin tree, which has 
a trunk 7 meters in diameter. Imbao shells (mangrove clams) 
and crabs are in abundance.

The  rst thing you notice about the coastal 
village of La Paz here is its unusual cleanliness.

Sacks hang from bamboo fences for passersby 
to drop plastics, cigarette butts and other trash.

Soda bottles are but colorful plastics on display 
but not strewn around.

Men and teens mill around small stores but 
none drink liquor.

There is no yelling from men sending their 
children on an errand to buy beer or cigarettes, 
which is banned by a local law along with gambling.

Welcome to the village of La Paz in the town of 
Nueva Valencia, which could be a microcosm of an 
ideal Filipino coastal village and off the beaten path 
of Guimaras’ tourism map.
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Manggahan Festival 2018 is coming and it’s going to be an 
even sweeter  esta as we celebrate its 25th Anniversary! 

Let us list down 25 reasons why you should go to Guimaras 
Island and celebrate with us this coming May 11-22!
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“Mas indi hamak nga malahalun 
ang inyo nga kabuhi, sang sa inugbayad 
ninyo sa aton nga Land Transportation 
Of cer. We are not doing this for us, 
but for you,” said Vice Governor Atty. 
John Edward G. Gando said during 
the Lecture on Drivers without Driver’s 
License.

Guimaras Police Provincial Of ce 
(GPPO) spearheaded the said talk in 
cooperation with the Land Transportation 
Of ce (LTO) on February 26, 2018 at 
GTIC Function Hall, San Miguel, Jordan, 
Guimaras.

For the year 2017 Provincial Health 
Of ce (PHO) recorded 57 road related 
incidents, out of 100%, 63% is motorcycle 
related incidents.

The said joint activity of GPPO and 
LTO aims to educate drivers of defensive 
driving and to convince them to process 
their permit to LTO right after the seminar.

Further, a lecture was given by Ma. 
Asuncion H. Trespeses, Acting Chief, LTO 
Guimaras, tackled about the Republic Act 
4136 also known as An Act To Compile 
The Laws Relative To Land Transportation 

Guimarasnons were given easy 
access to the different services 
of Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA).

259 enrollees and 29 job seekers 
bene ted in the two-day National Technical 
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) 
Enrollment Day and Job Bridging of the 
TESDA at the GTIC Function Hall, San 
Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on February 27-
28, 2018.

The enrollment was open to all 
Guimarasnon aging 15 years old and 
above.

TESDA graduates and applicants 
that joined the job bridging and job fair 
were accommodated by different private 
sectors.

Two job seekers were hired on the 
spot, one from SM Supermarket and the 
other from Moana Days Spa.

Further, Arves Salongcong Jr., 18, 
shared reasons of his enrollment on 
TESDA program.

“Daku gid na bulig ni sakon, para 
magkaroon ako ng training na madevelop 
ang self ko sa larangan ng welding at 
makapagtrabaho at makabulig sa family 
ko at kapatid,” he said.

Also,  Marddie Gabo, 24, emphasized 
positive insights towards the said activity.

“Nami ang program sang TESDA kay 
nahatagan ako sang opportunity gaya kong 
job seeker, mas less sa time at makaka-
save sang plete  sa pag-apply,” she said.

Meanwhile, the list of the TESDA 

TESDA grants easy access to Guimarasnons
programs offered was associated by 
the Provincial Training and Enterprise 
Development Center (PTEDC), Araya 
Skills Institute and RRLS ICT Academy, to 
wit: Carpentry National Certi cate (NC) II, 
Hilot (Wellness Massage) NC II, Perform 
Manicure and Pedicure (Leding to Beauty 
Care) NC II, Events Management Services 
NC II, Housekeeping NC II and III, Perform 
Hair Cutting Services (Leading to Hair 
Dressing) NC II, Perform Body Massage 
(Leading to Beauty Care) NC II, Perform 
Facial Make-up (Leading to Beauty Care) 
NC II, Tourism Promotion Services NC II, 
Performs Foot Spa (Leading to Beauty 
Care) NC II, Shielded Metal Arc Welding 
(SMAW) NC II, Hair Dressing NC II and 
Beauty Care NC II.

In addition, the list of the private 
sectors for job bridging were, to wit: 
SM Supermarket, Angelina Bakeshop, 
Voiceless Technologies Incorporated, 
Motor Star, Andana Resort, Moana Day 
Spa, Trappist Monastery, Placewell 
International Services Coporation, 
Bison Management Coportation, YHMD 
Internal Manpower Serives Incoporated, 
John Maurice International Incorporated 
and Non-Stop Overseas Employment 
Corporation.

The said event was a nationwide 
program with a theme: “Magsasanay, 
Magka-hanap buhay, Magtagumpay”, 
which conducted simultaneously in 
Local Government Units (LGUs), Sports 
Complex, Malls, Municipal Stadium, and 
other designated areas.

Gando to motorcycle drivers: ‘We do this for you ’

FAST AND EASY. Hundreds of Guimarasnon line-up for TESDA’s National Technical Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) Enrollment  Day and Job Bridging.

MOVING FORWARD. Vice Governor John Edward Gando, LTO Of cials, remind motorcycle drivers 
the importance of defensive driving and driving with license.

And Traf c Rules To Create A Land 
Transportation Commission And For 
Other Purposes.

Meanwhile, Police Insp. Rico Sta. 
Ana, Assistant PCR Of cer, discussed 
about Defensive Driving.

After the lectures, an open forum 
was facilitated by Police Chief Insp. Idel 
Hermoso.

The seminar was attended by 
motorcycle drivers from 5 municipalities in 
Guimaras.

The said activity was supported by 
Vice Gov. Atty. John Edward Gando, 
Police Chief Insp. Raymond I. Cruz, Ma. 
Asuncion H. Trespeses, PInsp Rico Sta. 
Ana, PSupt. Alberto A. Pabalan, and 
Doctor Medardo Labordo.
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Seen this gigantic mango 
around? Or ever had a picture 
taken with him? He is not just 
any costumed personality. He is 
Bagul, the mango man.

Bagul was created in 2010 
to become the of cial mascot of 
Manggahan Festival. 

He became the face of 
Guimaras since then and has 
graced the photos of both local 
and foreign tourists. He can be 
seen roaming the streets and 
the different expos/fairs during 
the month-long celebration of 
Manggahan Festival. 

Bagul, also known in English 
as mango seed, is the hard and 
hairy center of the mango fruit. 
Bagul is named as such because 
of the fruit’s  nger-lickin’ good 
sweetness that no one lets go of 
it until all that is left is the center. 

Bagul can also be seen in 
souvenir items such as keychains 
and key-holders.

Mangoes do not bear fruits 
this way. And no, mangoes are 
not sold this way either. 

These are the Mango 
Chandeliers of Guimaras. Built 
with precision and  nesse, these 
chandeliers are the masterpieces 
of various mango farmers and 
producers during the Manggahan 
Festival Agri-Trade Fair. 

They are not just for mere 
display and aesthetics; they 
are the pride of each booth too. 
Some even compete for the best 
mango chandeliers. The bigger 
and well-arranged the mango 
chandelier, the more people 
take pictures with it and more 
customers buy mangoes from 
the booth that has it. 

Mango chandeliers are 
intricately made with green 
mangoes freshly harvested 
along with their stems, which are 
then tied with plastic straws. The 
stems allow the fruit to dangle 
and to be arranged according to 
the farmer’s style.

The mango fruits are chosen 
according to size and color to 

complement the producers’ desired design too. Come see the mango 
chandeliers of Guimaras this Manggahan Festival 2018. They sure are 
a sight to behold!
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It is not what you think it is the 
 rst time you have heard of it. No, 
it is not mango juice. And no, it is 
not mango wine either. 

Mango Toast is the toasting 
of mango fruits and eating them 
immediately after the Manggahan 
Festival has been of cially 
opened. 

It is done during the 
gathering of Guimarasnon 
political leaders, government 
employees, distinguished guests, 
and important personalities for 
the of cial announcement of the 
festival’s commencement. 

It resembles the unity of 
Guimarasnons and their pride 
of what their island province is 
globally known for: mangoes. 
Experience true Guimarasnon 
spirit and toast mangoes with 
them throughout the Manggahan 
Festival. 

Be a local; be a Guimarasnon 
while you are in Guimaras.

local and foreign, crowd at the 
Provincial Capitol Grounds. What 
for? Manggahan Festival and the 
Agri-Trade Fair that comes along 
with it. 

The Agri-Trade Fair is an expo 
open to all producers of authentic 
Guimarasnon products. Displayed 
in the different booths are products 
such as bignay wine, cashew nuts, 
dried  sh, calamansi juice, kamote 
chips, pinasugbu, etc., and of 
course, lots and lots of mangoes. 
Souvenir items like T-shirts, 
keychains, woven bags, pandan 
baskets, and wood carvings are 
likewise found here. 

Basically, this is where the 
hashtags for social media posts 
come from. You were not in 
Guimaras if you were not able to 
bring home a box of mangoes. And 
you have not been to Guimaras if 
you have not had a picture at the 
Agri-Trade Fair. 

So, do not miss out on 
the opportunity to experience 
Guimaras and get a taste of the 
island province through the Agri-
Trade Fair.

It is the time when Guimarasnons’ social media platforms are 
bombarded with greens and yellows. It is also the time when all tourists, 
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The recently identi ed 
centenarians in the Province of 
Guimaras were given cash-gifts 
amounting to Php 100, 000.00 each.

The said gifts were given to 
Christina G. Tacaisan of Sitio Bala-an 

“To have and to hold from this 
day forward, for better or for worse, 
for richer or for poorer, in sickness 
and in health, to love and to cherish; 
until death do us part.”

These were the vows of forty 
couples who joined together as 
one last January 29 in a free mass 
wedding sponsored by Nueva 
Valencia Municipal Government at the 
Municipal Plaza of the said town.

The couples took their vows before 
mass wedding celebrant Honorable 
Emmanuel C. Galila, Municipal Mayor 
of the Nueva Valencia.

The free mass wedding was 
witnessed and supported by Hon. 
Marilou Delumpa, Sanguniang Bayan 
(SB) Member of Nueva Valencia 
on behalf of Hon. Lucille Nava, 
Congresswoman, Lone District of 
Guimaras.

Likewise, Nueva Valencia Vice 
Mayor Ma. Luz G. Gambalan, SB 
Member Susanna Gallentes, Regional 
Director Fred Sollesta and Guimaras 
Provincial Statistics Of cer Nelida 
Losare of Philippine Statistics Authority 
and the Municipal Civil Registrars 
of the other four municipalities of 
the province also convened in the 
wedding to uphold the union of the 
forty couples.

“This is a yearly activity led by the 

40 couples take vows
in free mass wedding

Two centenarians get P100k cash gifts

Local Civil Registrars (LCRs) of each 
Municipality, said Mary Jane Piosca, 
Municipal Civil Registrar of Nueva 
Valencia.

The annual celebration of the 
Civil Registration Month (CRM) is held 
every February. 

However, for the 77th Foundation 
Anniversary, Nueva Valencia 
Municipal Government sponsored the 
mass wedding of forty couples, freeing 
them from paying the marriage license 
and solemnization fee. 

Moreover, RD Sollesta pointed out 
the importance of marriage in building 
a family especially in dealing with 
social problem on illegitimate children.

“Kinamatarong sang isa ka bata 
to have a name and a registered 
birth certi cate gani importante nga 
makasal gid ang parents para indi 
maging illegitimate ang isa ka bata”, 
said Sollesta during his message.

Meanwhile, PSO Losare stressed 
out the responsibilities of parents to 
register the births of their children on 
time. 

Losare further emphasized the 
signi cance of checking the entries 
in the legal documents before af xing 
their signatures to avoid problem, 
waste of money, time and efforts in 
correcting legal documents in the 
future.

Bukid, Barangay Balcon Melliza, Jordan 
and Teresita G. Gabayoyo of Barangay 
Gaban, San Lorenzo , both 100, by 
the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) on March 24, 
2018.

The granting of cheque was 
spearheaded by DSWD headed 
by Field Of cer VI and Supervising 
Administrative Of cer Ms. Fredylin 
P. Saclote and Senior Citizen 
Representative Ms. Angela Gotera.

The said giving of incentives is 
stipulated under RA 10868 or the 
“Centenarian Act of 2016”.

The guidelines are embodied in 
DSWD Memorandum Circular (MC) 
No. 04 Series of 2017 which outlined 
the roles of government agencies and 
partner organization.

The MC likewise identi ed the 
documentary requirements needed to 
avail of the incentives.

Meanwhile, Filipino centenarians 
living abroad may also avail of the 
incentives.

The PGG, in partnership with the 
DSWD, will continue monitoring the 
identi cation of the bene ciaries and 
the disbursements of funds.

  Guimaras’ Fish ... from page 10

25.70 MT output.
However, the increased was not 

sustained in 2017 as it dropped by 9.10 
percent at a recorded 51.12 MT production.

Appearance of weather disturbances 
in the last month of the quarter of 2017 
resulted to limited  shing activities.

Blue Crab (Alimasag)
Production of blue crab reached at 

44.03 MT in the Q4 of 2015, it ef caciously 
gained 49.81 percent in 2016 posted 
production at 65.96 MT nonetheless, it 
dropped to 49.29 MT in fourth quarter of 
2017, a short fall by 25.27 percent.

Fimbriated Sardines (Tunsoy)
On the contrary, production of Tunsoy 

specie showed downward trends, a 13.10 
percent shortfall during the fourth quarter 
of 2016 at 83.49 MT and it continued to 
drop by 44.56 percent in fourth quarter of 
2017 over the same period in 2016 with an 
estimated production of 46.29 MT.

Lesser school of  sh were noted and 
the issuance of  shing ordinance “banning 
the use of active gears” was strictly 
implemented by the local government.

Goat sh (Saramulyete)
Production of goat sh on the other 

hand, gained by 6.49 percent in the fourth 
quarter of 2016 posting at 39.57 MT and 
it continued to improve in Q4 2017 by 
8.11 percent which recorded production at 
42.78 MT.

More appearance of specie during the 
period trapped by  shermen using multiple 
long line and gillnets.

CHRISTINA G. TACAISAN TERESITA G. GABAYOYO
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Barangay Magamay of Nueva 
Valencia town was given a livelihood 
assistance for swine production 
and fattening by the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras (PGG).

The Magamay Senior Citizen’s 
Livestock and Poultry Producers 
Association (MSCLPPA) is the direct 
bene ciary for the Php 252,569.00 
amount of assistance.

The turnover of the cheque was led 
by Governor Samuel T. Gumarin, Vice 
Governor Atty. John Edward G. Gando, 
Sangguniang Panlalawigan Members 
Diosdado Gonzaga, Jose na G. de la 
Cruz and was handed to Brgy. Treasurer 
Ms. Elsie Ucag and the members of 
MSCLPPA.

The said project aims to contribute 
in the development of agriculture 
industry of the said municipality and 
provide technical assistance in terms 
of organizational strengthening and 
 nancial management.

Guimaras’  sh production dropped 
by 8.18 percent during the 4th quarter 
of 2017 brought about by the 18.40 
percent decreased in the municipal 
 sh production which comprised 58.44 
percent of the total  shery production 
of the province.

Despite of the 11.51 percent upsurge in 
aquaculture production, still the decreased 
persist as it accounted 41.56 percent only 
of the province’s total production.

Comparing the fourth quarters of 
2015-2017, 2016 registered the highest 
production with 25.30 percent gained over 
the same quarter in 2015 but the growth 
was not sustained in 2017 as it dropped to 
1,874.04 metric tons (MT) from 2,041.01 
MT in fourth quarter of 2016.

However,  shery production in Q4 
2017 is still higher by 15.03 percent 
compared to the production in 2015 of the 
same quarter.

Municipal Fishery
The Municipal  shery production 

posted  uctuating trends, from a low of 
947.27 MT recorded in the 4th quarter 
of 2015 to 1,341.88 MT in same quarter 
of 2016 and it plunged to 1,095.24 MT 
in 2017 of the same period due to the 
occurrence of weather disturbances in the 
last month of the fourth quarter of 2017.

Aquaculture Fishery
Aquaculture consistently increased 

production from 681.69 MT in the 4th 
quarter of 2015 to 698.38 MT in 2016 of the 
same period posting the biggest increment 
of 11.52 percent in the 4th quarter of 2017 

at an estimated volume of 778.80 MT.
Figure 4 revealed that the highest 

volume of production in aquaculture was 
dominated by milk sh in brackishwater 
 shpond with 475.86 MT in the 4th quarter 
of 2017, higher by 10.34 percent over the 
same period in 2016, however, Q4 2017 
production is still lower by 4.46 percent 
than its Q4 2015 production.

The upward trend in aquaculture 
production was contributed by milk sh in 
marine cage that gained 290 percent in 
2016 Q4 with an estimated volume of 78 
MT and gained 5 percent more in 2017 
with 82 MT.

The increment in aquaculture 
was attributed by improved feeding 
management and increased stocking of 
milk sh.

The top ten  sh species that 
contributed to the  sh production of the 
province includes: Cavalla, Anchovies, 
Siganid, Grouper, Snapper, Blue Crab, 
Fimbriated Sardines, Goat Fish, Porgies 
and Spanish Mackerel.

Cavalla (Talakitok)
Production of cavalla posted at 

130.32 MT during the fourth quarter of 
2015, it consistently dropped by 5.95 and 
10.34 percent in same quarters of 2016 
and 2017, respectively.

Implementation of local government 
laws against the use of active gears 
resulted to lesser catch of species during 
the said quarters

Anchovies (Dilis)
On the contrary, anchovies production 

continued to grow, from 42.02 MT in the 
4th quarter of 2015 to a high of 84.30 MT 
in 2016 Q4 which is twice as much of its 
production in same period a year ago and 
a meager growth of 2.42 percent in 2017 
of same period due to more appearances 
of the species and additional stationary 
lift nets and  lter nets operated during the 
period.

Siganid (Samaral)
Likewise, Siganid production recorded 

sustained growth from the fourth quarters 
of 2015-2017.

From 53.12 MT production in Q4 
2015, it gained by 27.47 percent in Q4 
2016 and continued to increase at 8.89 
percent in Q4 2017 reaching at 73.73 MT.

More  sh catch were noted especially 
on gillnets and lift nets  shing.

Grouper (Lapu-lapu)
Grouper specie recorded improved 

production in three consecutive period, 
from 13.53 MT in fourth quarter of 2015 
it hiked more than three times in same 
period of 2016 reaching at 41.21 MT 
and continued to rise at 55.7 MT or an 
increased of 35.16 percent.

More  sh catch were noted especially 
in  shermen who used multiple long line 
and hook and line at arti cial  sh habitat 
or  sh attractors “tambon” (in local dialect).

Snapper (Maya-maya)
Snappers production estimated at 

56.24 MT in the fourth quarter of 2016 was 
118.83% higher than its 2015 level with 

Guimaras’  sh production drops in Q4 2017

  to page 11

Brgy Magamay gets assistance for swine prod’n
The recipient of the livelihood 

assistance will undertake the immediate 
implementation of swine production and 

fattening project, submit  nancial and 
physical status reports to the provincial 
government.

PRODUCTION HIKE. Governor Samuel T. Gumarin, Vice Governor John Edward Gando lead the 
turnover the  nancial assistance to the of cial of Brgy. Magamay in Nueva Valencia to increase 
swine production.
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When in Manila and other cities, and people ask 
where Guimaras really is, always have a map in hand 
or in your phone. You would not want to miss a chance 
to sell the province to potential tourists. Guimaras is 
strategically located in between the islands of Panay 
and Negros. 

It can be reached via a 15-minute boat ride from 
Iloilo City or an hour boat ride from Pulupandan, 
Negros Occidental. 

It can likewise be reached via RORO trips from 
Lapuz in Iloilo and Pulupandan in Negros. So, if you 
are thinking of having a side-trip while you are in the 
City of Love or the City of Smiles, Guimaras is always 
on top of the list. 

The island-province boasts of tropical weather 
that is ideal for outdoor activities like camping, going 
to the beach, biking, etcetera, making Guimaras the 
island of Mangoes and More! Make your vacation 
complete and visit the paradise that is Guimaras. You 
sure would not want to miss it!

        

Visualizing that vacation feels that you want to 
sport for your feed goals this summer? Do you want to 
splatter your timeline with blue and white? Guimaras 
just has the solution for that. 

Guimaras, apart from its inland and beach front 
resorts, is surrounded with islets that will put your 
feeds on  eek. 

From the tiny islands in the surrounding areas of 
Suba Malawig and Alubihod, to the sandbars at the 
Floating Cottage and near Magic Island, one could 
not help but take loads of photos and upload them to 
curate their desired feeds. 

Plan now while it is still early. You would not be last 
in the Instagram and Facebook feed tilt.

Think Guimaras is all about beaches and 
mangoes? Explore the other side of Guimaras with 
its religious and spiritual destinations. On top of the 
list: Trappist Abbey. 

Trappist is the only men’s monastery in the 
Philippines, best known for their extreme strictness 
that characterizes their discipline. They are the go-
to for retreat and re ection as the entire grounds 
are basked in the monks’ observance of meditation, 
silence, and prayer. 

The monks likewise sell their own pasalubong 
items under the brand Trappist Monastic Food 
Products. All of their products are made from the 
ingredients grown in the garden within their vicinity. 
Buying these monk-manufactured products is also a 
way of helping them as this is how they earn a living, 
and for the maintenance of this silent sanctuary. 

Trappist Monastery Abbey also has guest houses 
at affordable prices to provide accommodation for 
those who are seeking a personal and private time 
amidst a busy life from the city. 

So, if you are feeling lost, down, or confused, feel 
free to talk to the monks in the Trappist Monastery 
Abbey and seek for their help and spiritual guidance.
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Do you want to feel like a 
“haciendera/haciendero” or a 
true blue-blood without paying 
for anything but the Php 50.00 
entrance fee? 

Visit Roca Encantada, the 
historic mansion atop a hill. Roca 
Encantada is a famous landmark 
and summer house of the Lopezes 
here in Guimaras. 

It was built in 1910 in honor 
of Doña Presentacion Ho leña 
Lopez. It was declared by the 
National Heritage Institute as 
a heritage house. Apart from 
its grandiose architecture, 
Roca Encantada also offers a 
picturesque view of the Iloilo Strait, 
a shadow of Negros Occidental, 
and a sight of Las Islas de Siete 
Pecados. 

Do not miss the chance to 
upload a shot of your best rich-
kid and señor/señorita post: a 
backward glance, eyes hooded, 
mouth pouted, and a whole lot of 
attitude.

down history and memory lane. And 
Navalas Church surely does not 
disappoint.

Navalas Church is the oldest 
Roman Catholic church and the 
only heritage church in Guimaras. It 
is made out of sillar or coral rocks 
which are shaped into squares and 
brought into the church grounds by 
the townspeople in the 1880s when 
the church was built. These sillars 
are given in exchange for clothes 
made of piña  ber which are then 
worn by the locals when they attend 
mass. 

The original watchtower, which 
is still in front of the church, used to 
give early warnings for impending 
pirate attacks then. 

Navalas Church transports you 
to way back in time and it allows for 
you to imagine what life used to be 
during the Spanish colonization. 

Do not miss the opportunity 
to experience Navalas Church. 
Experience the contributions of 
history to Guimaras, and vice versa, 
while you are within the island 
province.

Now what would make a road trip more memorable and complete? A trip 
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The 100 days marker for 
Manggahan Festival 2018 was 
of cially unveiled on January 29 , 
2018 after the weekly  ag raising 
ceremony at the Provincial Canopy, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin led 
the said unveiling activity together 
with Vice Governor Atty. John Edward 
Gando and SP Members David G. 
Gano, Jose na de la Cruz, Diosdado 
Gonzaga, Cresente Chavez, Jr., and 
Cyril Beltran.

In preparation for the upcoming 
festival, 25 mango seedlings were 
of cially turned over to select partner 
agencies and sectoral groups.

The said mango seedlings were 
planted in the different areas of the 
Capitol Grounds based on the Provincial 
Site Development Plan.

The mango seedlings were named 
based on the virtues that represent 
the provincial government such as 
leadership, excellence, compassion, 
accountability, among others.

The following partners and 
stakeholders participated in the mango 
planting: Department of Education, 
Supreme Pupil Government, Guimaras 
Police Provincial Of ce, Guimaras 
State College, National Auxiliary 

Seventeen orphans from Good 
Shepherd Fold Academy Inc. 
(GSFAI) received a pair of school 
shoes and undergarments from 
the Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA) - Guimaras during the 2018 
Civil Registration Month (CRM) 
Culminating Activity in the province 
on February 28, 2018.

As part of PSA Guimaras’ social 
responsibility, the gift giving activity for 
GSFAI orphans was conducted which 
aims to help those needy students.

“This is the fourth year that the 
PSA-Guimaras prepared gifts for our 
Orphans” said Social Worker Alice 
Jane Galila.

17 orphans receive gifts from PSA-Guimaras
Galila also stressed that the PSA- 

Guimaras quarterly run the gift giving, 
feeding program and even teaching 
GSFAI children of some art project 
through recyclable materials.

“To express our gratitude, the GSFAI 
actively participated to the activities 
of PSA-Guimaras just like in this 2018 
CRM Culminating Activity wherein our 
orphaned children rendered a doxology 
and series of special numbers to 
entertain guests and contestants and 
to show their hidden talents,” Galila 
explained.

According to Galila they 
passionately trained their orphans in 
music to help develop and sharpen their 

100 days left before 
Manggahan Fest 2018

skills especially in playing musical 
instruments like violin, drum, and 
guitar.

Galila also stated that most of 
their orphans have talent in music and 
she is glad to see that their children 
always value their teachings.

“Nagapasalamat gid ako sa PSA 
sa ila nga paghatag sa amon sang gift 
kag daku gid ini nga bulig sa amon,” 
the orphan said.

The existence of GSFAI since 
July 8, 1946 and its excellent 
orphanage management which 
nurture every child to have a better 
future inspires the PSA-Guimaras to 
be their recipient for social services.

WHAT AWAITS. Governor Samuel T. Gumarin and all the members of the 8th Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan of the Province of Guimaras of cially unveils the ‘100 Days To Manggahan Festival 
2018’ marker.

Ati Youth Community Organization, 
Guardians Brotherhood Incorporated, 
Guimaras Mango Growers and 
Producers Development Cooperative, 
Guimaras Overseas Filipino 
Workers and Seamen Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative, Provincial Agriculture 
and Fishery Council, Pag-asa Youth 
Association of the Philippines, Persons 
with Disability Federation, Kalipunan ng 
Liping Filipina, Guimaras Island Guide 
and the Guimaras Resort and Lodging 
Association.  

Meanwhile, Maori dancers from 
New Zealand likewise took part in the 
said event by performing their traditional 
dance while Katrina Segovia,  nalist of 
Eat Bulaga’s Lola’s Playlist, rendered a 
song number. 

HAKA DANCE. Members of the Maori tribe from New Zealand performed their traditional dance 
during the countdown for Manggahan Festival 2018.

Chaplaincy Philippines Inc., BAJODAI, 
Provincial Federation of Senior Citizens 
Association of the Philippines, Guimaras 
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An 11- year old art contender 
linked the importance of being 
knowledgeable to being safe.

“Being knowledgeable about 
precautions on  re is being safe, to be 
informed on all aspects like in broadcast 
media or even the government agencies 
about  re prevention helps the people 
or even the community empowered 
and away from devastation. At the end, 
we should always be ready to be safe 
at all times,” said Wayne Diah Umani 
of Buenavista Central School on her 
drawing during the Art Contest at the 
Provincial Capitol Gymnasium, San 
Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on March 2, 
2018.

The said contest is one of the 
activities of the Fire Prevention Month 
Celebration in the Province of Guimaras.

Further, the said contest were 
categorized into four, to wit: Drawing 
Contest (On the spot) - For Elementary 
Pupils(Grade 1-6), Essay Writing (On the 
spot) - For Junior High School Students 
(Grade 7-10), Photo Contest – Open to 
all Amateur Photographers and Poster 
Making Contest (On the spot) - Open 
Junior and Senior High School Students.

Rodmar Arduo, 16, of Jordan 
National High School grabbed the  rst 
place for the Essay Writing Category 

Barangay Navalas Fire Brigade 
of Buenavista Guimaras capped the 
5th Fire Olympics as the winner held 
at the Capitol Grounds, San Miguel, 
Jordan, Guimaras on March 22, 2018.

Renante N. Gestiada, 43, team 
leader of the Barangay Navalas Fire 
Brigade was delighted for winning the 
said competition.

“First time lang namon mag-intra at 

maligayang-maligaya gid kami. Nasuk-
lian ang amon kinapuyan kay kami ang 
nag-champion,” he said.

For a total time of 10 minutes and 12 
seconds, Barangay Navalas surpassed 
the other four barangay in three different 
categories, to wit: Fire Fighting, Fire 
Extinguisher Relay and Bucket Relay. 
They also won the Best in Fire Fighting 
and Best in Fire Extinguisher Relay.

Navalas, 5th Fire Olympics champ
Further, Governor Samuel T. 

Gumarin shared the values of the said 
Fire Olympic Competition.

“Ang rason kung nga-a gina-
celebrate naton ini kada tuig, bal-an 
naton ang aton responsibilidad, buot 
silingon, indi lang ni para sa isa katawo 
kundi para ini sa tanan, para sa kaayuhan 
sang aton nga pamuluyo,” he said.

Meanwhile, Barangay Sebaste of 
Sibunag came out as 1st runner-up and 
was awarded the Best Bucket Relay 
Category and Barangay San Roque of 
Nueva Valencia grabbed the 2nd runner 
up.

Chief Admin Division Chief Inspector 
Leo A. Andiso, Chief Operation Division 
CInsp Liher L. Barrios and Chief Logistic 
Division CInsp Kim M. Celisio were the 
judges.

T he said competition was 
a collaboration of the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras (PGG) 
and Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP) 
headed by Provincial Fire Marshal 
Superintendent Arnold D. Alba.

The said event showcases the 
discipline, skills and talents of brgy.  re 
brigade of the province in terms of  re 
deterrence on real life situation.

‘Being knowledgeable is being safe’
while Francis Arl Infante, 12, of San 
Miguel Central School came in  rst in 
Drawing Category.

Meanwhile, Romuel Galvan, 17, of 
Trinidad V. Canja Sta. Teresa National 
High School snagged the  rst prize 
for the Poster Making Contest while 
Ezia Lyn Santarin, 15, from Buenavista 
National High School got the  rst prize 
for Best Photo.

Mr. Jessie G. Gamlanga of the 
Department of Education (DepEd) 
Division of Guimaras, Mr. Vicente Camilo 
Corpuz of Provincial Environmental and 
Natural Resources and Ms. Michelle 

Arriola of Department of Local Interior 
Government (DILG) – Guimaras served 
as the members of the jury.

Moreover, the pledge of Fire Safety 
Covenant was recited by Senior Fire 
Of cer 3 Alejandro G. Jardeleza III 
followed by the students and their 
coaches.

The said event is a joint activity 
led by Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
and Guimaras Provincial Fire Marshal 
Superintendent Crosbee B. Gumowang.

This year’s theme is “Ligtas na 
Pilipinas, ang Ating Hangad, Pag-iingat 
sa Sunog sa Sarili Ipatupad”.

ALL FIRED UP. With a heated passion for public safety, Barangay Navalas Fire Brigade members 
execute how to put out the  re the professional way leading them the gold medal for Fire Olympics 2018.

SAFER FUTURE. In unison, the young leaders and artists in the Province of Guimaras pledge to 
support the disaster resilience month celebration in the Province of Guimaras by reciting the  re 
safety covenant.

21

Two things are de nitely on 
everyone’s to-do list before they go 
on their well-deserved vacation: travel 
itineraries and the hunt for the best 
accommodations. Guimaras sure has 
a number of DOT-accredited tourism 
establishments which caters to the 
various activities sought by tourists. 

For those who are up for adventures 
and a short trek, Nature’s Trail Camp 
and Resort, Villa Igang Beach Resort, 
and Valle Verde Mountain Resort sure 
would not disappointment as they have 
attractions of their own. 

For those who wish to bask in a little 
bit of history, Guisi Clearwater Resort 
is just a few minutes away from the 
historic Guisi Lighthouse which is one of 
the oldest lighthouses built in the island 
during the Spanish Colonial Era. 

On the other hand, for those 
who love resorts with aesthetics 
and architecture, Neptune Pittman’s 
Garden Resort & Spa and Jannah-
Glycel Beach House offer a pleasing 
view and a unique landscaping. 

And for those who love to take 
moments away from the busy city 
life, Magic Island Resort, La Puerta 
el Paraiso, and Costa Aguada Island 
Resort will take minds away from stress 

and whisk hearts for the perfect getaway. 
Whatever your trip may be for the summer, Guimaras has your 

back. Let the island province transport you to stress-free, fun- lled, and 
relaxing vacation days.

Are you among the most adventurous of the adventures? Seeking 
that wanderer feels in the real sense of the word? Guimaras is a rising 

venue for camping and backpacking 
today. The island has various locations 
for the backpackers at heart and for 
those who wish to travel with open plans 
and free itineraries. 

As Guimaras is gifted with diverse 
land and water features, backpackers 
can have access to the stunning 
mountain views and awesome waterfalls 
scattered around the island province. 

While exploring the wonders of 
Guimaras, tourists can choose to stay in 
hostels and inns located in the heart of 
the island’s capital of San Miguel, Jordan. 
Zemkamps Chalet offers the most 
upscale rooms from among the inns and 
hostels, but for those who are looking 
for budget-friendly accommodations 
without the compromise for comfort 
and convenience, JM Backpackers Inn 
offers an array of rooms to choose from, 
depending on the number of guests or 
the space that the guests would like. 

Moreover, Pine Haven and 
Sidewalkers Inn also cater to those who 
wish for decent accommodations while 
touring the island. Hurry! Pack your 
bags and get ready to go. The island of 
Guimaras is ready for you!



22

They say you have never really experienced a 
place until you are tight with the locals. So just how 
can you be closest to the aborigines? Stay with them 
while you are at their place. Just like AirBnB, Guimaras 
is likewise offering homestay accommodations. 

Experience the Guimarasnons’ hospitality and 
their warm way of welcoming you into their homes 
and into their families as you stay with them. Not only 
that, but experience a Guimarasnons’ generosity as 
they extend their help in getting you to the possible 
destinations in the island that you can visit during 
your stay. 

Stay with Guimarasnons when visiting 
Guimaras. Become a Guimarasnon while you are 
here. Experience Guimaras, experience being just 
like a local.

If you think all races are won with speed 
and who gets to  nish  rst, then you certainly 
have not heard of Manggahan Festival’s new 
event. 

Moturtle is a campaign strategy of the 
Provincial Government to promote road 
safety. This newest addition to the events in 
Manggahan Festival is a means of promotion 
where the slowest rider is hailed as the winner. 

The rules are easy. The contestant, 
who should have a professional or non-
professional driver’s license duly issued by 
the Land Transportation Of ce and must 
have his motorcycle registered with complete 
papers, must ride the track at the slowest 
speed possible without crashing or touching 
the ground. He must likewise wear complete 
protective gear. 

See this unconventional yet unique event 
take place during the Manggahan Festival. 
Just how unusual is Moturtle? Its slogan: The 
slower, the better. The slowest, the winner.

Modes of transportation turned into live 
brochures and promotional materials for tourism? 

Pintraysekel is an initiative of the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras for local artists to display 
their artworks of the island’s tourist destinations 
onto one of the most famous and most convenient 
modes of transportation in Guimaras: tricycles. Pinta 
(paint) plus traysekel (local term for tricycle); hence, 
PINTRAYSEKEL. 

These pintraysekels make people’s stay, visit, 
tour - their overall experience of Guimaras - more 
festive and colorful while riding in style, without 
compromising coolness.

So, next time you pay Guimaras a visit, make 
sure to travel with style with these artsy pintraysekels.
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Next year’s gathering of 
stakeholders looked forward to address 
concerns affecting the country’s mango 
industry.

Guimaras would host the 20th National 
Mango Congress and discussions on how 
to run the event have already started, said 
Ronie Morante, provincial agriculturist 
of Guimaras, in an interview Tuesday 
afternoon.

He added that the province had long 
been requested to host the annual event 
but did not push through due to several 
limitations, such as the congress venue.

The event is spearheaded by the 
Philippine Mango Industry Foundation Inc. 
(PMIFI) with the Guimaras Mango Growers 
and Producers Development Cooperative 
(GMGPDC) as the host association in 
partnership with the provincial government 
and the Department of Agriculture (DA).

Morante said the committee that was 
formed by the provincial government had 
started discussions on possible topics 
such as in the  eld of marketing and 
organic mango production.

“Organic mango is in demand. We 
hope to  nd a speaker who can share 

Local government units (LGUs) of 
the Metro Iloilo Guimaras Economic 
Development Council (MIGEDC) are 
looking forward to  nalize and approve 
a working plan for the revitalization of 
the council this September.

Its revitalization is geared towards the 
synchronization of the development plans 
of local government units that compose the 
council.

Iloilo City Mayor Jose Espinosa III 
has called for a closed-door meeting 
with members of the council on Tuesday 
where they agreed to “review the working 
mechanism and system of the MIGEDC as 
a metropolitan organization” in April.

Espinosa said they would like to 
have a “holistic” approach when planning 
for development such that this city takes 
into account it’s neighboring LGUs and 
Guimaras, and vice-versa.

Iloilo City is the current chair of the 
MIGEDC with the province of Guimaras as 

Harmonized dev’t plan for Iloilo 
towns, Guimaras pushed

Guimaras starts prep for nat’l Mango Congress 2018
insights on this,” he said.

Guimaras had already a techno-
demo for organic mango growing but the 
technology is not yet ready, he said.

In addition to  nding answers to 
the industry concerns, Morante said the 
gathering is in itself an attraction as they 
expect to entice close to 1,000 participants 
from various parts of the country to visit 
Guimaras.

It will be held in April during the 
Manggahan sa Kabanwahanan, ahead of 
the 25th Manggahan Festival, he said.

Guimaras mangoes received the 
geographical indication (GI) seal last May 
from the Intellectual Property Of ce (IPO). 
GI is a marketing tool to prove that the 
mangoes are authentically from Guimaras.

It also assures that growers adopt 
good agricultural practices starting from 
the selection of the variety of seedlings up 
to harvesting to ensure the quality of the 
products. A fruit has to be harvested within 
115 to 120 days.

Last year, Guimaras produced 11,500 
metric tons of mangoes. However, it has 
a potential to produce 15,000 metric tons, 
Morante said.

The province has at present 175,824 
mango bearing trees although not fully 
maximized during season due to some 
limitations.

On November 29, Guimaras Governor 
Samuel T. Gumarin of cially received the 
key of responsibility from Cagayan de Oro, 
host of this year’s congress.

He was joined by GMGPDC 
president Rosario Griesser and Provincial 
Agricultural and Fishery Council president 
Ramon Marañon. /PNA

co-chair while its members are the towns 
of Pavia, San Miguel, Oton, Leganes and 
Sta. Barbara in Iloilo and the president of 
the League of Municipalities of Guimaras.

Espinosa said the last meeting of the 
MIGEDC was held more than a year ago. 
With its revitalization, the mayor wanted an 
authorized and permanent representative 
from each member.

MIGEDC “focuses on the total 
development of the area.” He cited for 
instance Iloilo City gets its supply of food 
from its immediate vicinity.

The development of Iloilo City has 
also made an impact on the transportation 
sector and boarding houses, among others, 
thus these have to be considered when 
making future plans.

The upcoming bridge that would 
connect Guimaras and Iloilo City “will be 
advantageous to all of us,” the mayor said.

Budget Secretary Benjamin Diokno 
last week con rmed that the Iloilo-

Guimaras bridge, which is part of the big 
ticket projects of the national government, 
will start construction this year.

With this development, they should 
plan out on the concentration of each 
member, he said.

He added that they need to consider 
whether or not Pavia and Oton will be 
the industrial center, Zarraga for food 
production and food security aspect and 
Guimaras on tourism.

MIGEDC was created by virtue 
of Executive Order 559 signed by 
former president and now Pampanga 
Representative Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 
on August 28, 2006.

It was the fruit of the merger of the 
Metropolitan Iloilo Development Council 
(MIDC) that was created through a 
Memorandum of Agreement in 2001 and 
the Guimaras-Iloilo City Alliance (GICA) 
that was formalized in 2005.

MIDC gathered Iloilo towns with focus 
on six areas of collaboration. These included 
basic services, environmental management, 
public safety and security, land use 
management, infrastructure development 
and economic promotion and development.

GICA focused on tourism and 
infrastructure development with special 
focus on road and port systems 
improvement.

This coming May, they will be holding 
a workshop where they will be guided by 
a consultant who will walk them through 
the crafting of an effective working plan. 
The draft will be presented to local chief 
executives of member-LGUs in July and for 
approval in September. /PNA  
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As the 46th Iloilo-Guimaras 
Paraw Regatta Festival re-joined, a 
new highlight called “Bangkarera sa 
Paraw” was added and showcased 
at Puyo Wharf, Nueva Valencia, 
Guimaras recently.

In collaboration of the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras (PGG), Paraw 
Regatta President Dr. Ronald Raymond 
L. Sebastian and Mayor Emmanuel C. 
Galila, the Municipality of Nueva Valencia 
designated as the ‘Tourism Capital’ of 
Guimaras was chosen to host the said 
event to maximize the participation.

The event was participated by 98 
total of competitors and divided into 
seven categories to wit: unmotorized-
manual single person, unmotorized-
manual double person, motorized open 
single, motorized Guimaras single, 
lapad open diesel, lapad open gasoline 
and motorized  ber.

Further, Mayor Galila stated 
that “Bangkarera” is not new in the 
municipality of Nueva Valencia.

“Indi na bag-o ang “Bangkarera” 
diri sa amon, part na ni sang amon 
foundation day every last week of 
January,” he said.

Meanwhile, the participants of 
Guimaras dominated the said event on 
every category. 

The said event witnessed by people 
coming from all over Guimaras, Negros 
and Iloilo. 

Colorful “paraws” will once 
again grace the shores of Guimaras 
as the island province rejoins Paraw 
Regatta after a decade of hiatus.

Paraw Regatta waves its boats back to Guimaras

Paraw Regatta in Guimaras showcases 1st ‘Bangkarera’
The following were the winners:

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
underlines that Guimaras has always 
been a part of Paraw Regatta which 
features native sailboats.  

Most Colorful Baroto
Unmotorized Single
1st - Remmy Cayanan, Tando NV
2nd - Faith Rose Trifalgar, Tando NV
3rd - Romea Cayanan, Tando

Unmotorized Double
1st - Bilsy Gandecila Jr., Tando NV
2nd - Marian Joy Sabobo, Tando NV

Motorized Category
1st - Mario Gandecila

Unmotorized Double
1st - Bilsy Gandecila Jr.
2nd- Renelo Galvez
3rd-Jaynard Sabobo

7HP Category
(special category)
1st - Elpidio Tuvilleja
2nd- Arnold Netura
3rd-Elmar Tuvilleja

Lapad-Open-Gasoline
1st- Jesreel Gange, Jordan
2nd- Luce Gange, Jordan
3rd-Bryan Engallado

Fisherman’s Fiber Boat 
Category
1st - Benjie Candido
2nd- Jeffrey Cagayan 
3rd- Ricky Villanueva

Motorized Single
1st-Jilgrace dela Cruz
2nd-Daren Tubillara
3rd-Martine Gallardo

Lapad-Open-Diesel
1st-Noli Nerereng, Sibunag
2nd-Julian Bianes Jr., 
Pontevedra, Neg. Occ.
3rd-Jelorie Tolaves, 
Pontevedra, Neg. Occ.

Unmotorized Single
1st-Melchor Cayanan
2nd-Mark Joarine Cayanan
3rd-Alejandro Cayanan

Motorized Single Open
1st-Jilbert dela Cruz
2nd-George Asgar
3rd-Julie Erexima

“We have always been part of the 
Paraw Regatta. We grew up with this,” 
Gumarin said.

Now on its 46th year, the province 
will again host some of the activities of 
the regatta.

Further, Mayor Ruben Corpuz of 
the town of Jordan emphasized that it 
is high time for the festival to bene t the 
Guimarasnons.

Dr. Ronald Raymond Lacson 
Sebastian, IPRFI chairperson, said 
that different events will culminate on 
February 17 will be held both in Iloilo 
and Guimaras.

Activities in the island province 
include exhibit of miniature native 
sailboats and galleons, a sinamba 
beach competition,  shing competition, 
and races for jetskis; miniature paraws 
and lighted paraws.

The event is believed to be one of 
the longest-running sailboat races in the 
country organized by the Iloilo Paraw 
Regatta Foundation, Inc. (IPRFI), 
Department of Tourism (DOT-6), Iloilo 
City Government, and Iloilo Provincial 
Government.

NEXT WAVE. A sign of partnership for the next wave of Paraw Regatta activities in the island, (from 
left) Jordan Mayor Ruben Corpuz, JBLFMU CEO Ronald Raymund Sebastian and Governor Samuel 
Gumarin of cial opens the Galleon and Tourism Exhibit in Jordan Wharf through a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony participated by the different local of cials and stakeholders.

FOR THE WIN. Against all waves and odds, competitors of ‘Bangkarera sa Paraw’ race to kiss the tape.
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Interested in a speci c  eld 
or passionate about a speci c 
topic? Manggahan Festival has 
some pretty awesome topics 
and  elds that just might put 
your excitement in the high 
bars. Manggahan Festival, 
being weeks-long, is composed 
of multi-sectoral events such as 
Agri-Eco Day, Social Welfare 
Day, Economic Development 
Day, Tourism Day, Integrated 
Women’s Association Day, 
People’s Economic Day, Sports 
Day, and a lot more. Each 
sector has its own series of 
activities that locals and tourists 
sure would not want to miss. 

Whatever your profession 
is, whatever you do for a living, 
whatever  eld you are in, and 
whatever you are fueled and 
driven for, Manggahan Festival 
just has the right day and the 
right activities for you. Check 
out the Schedule of Activities 
that we will publish soon and 
block your planners for a 
summer escapade that will  ll 

ad without an endorser. But these 
representatives, these symbols, are 
much more than just the super cial. 

Two of the highlights of the 
Manggahan Festival are the 
coronation night of the Mutya ng 
Guimaras and the pageant night for 
Mr. Guimaras. These two provincial 
pageantry bodies showcase the 
holistic beauty of Guimarasnons. Not 
only that, but the winners also become 
the Ambassador and Ambassadress 
of Goodwill. 

They likewise help promote 
Guimaras through participating in 
exhibits and travel marts. Being a 
winner for Mutya ng Guimaras and 
Mr. Guimaras is an honor not just in 
itself, but a pride. 

Not only does one get to be a part 
of the province’s history, but she/he 
also gets to be a part of people’s lives 
and people’s stories. Witness the 
beauty and brains of Guimarasnons. 
Witness their crowning glories and 
cheer for your candidates. 

Witness, and be amazed.

Now what is a festival without beauty pageants? It is like an 
establishment without a face, an institution without a logo, or a TV 

your hearts with joy and excitement.
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Missed the festivals you 
have always wanted to go to? 
Worry not. Manggahan Festival 
is coming to rescue you from 
missed-festival blues as it gives 
you the Invitational Cultural 
Presentation!

The Invitational Cultural 
Presentation is one of the highlight 
activities of Manggahan Festival 
where festival tribes or hubons 
from different cities and provinces 
are invited to present their cultural 
dances at the Manggahan 
sadsad. Tribes and “hubons” 
from various festivals around the 
country showcase and share their 
culture to Guimarasnons and its 
tourist patrons. 

So hurry up and reserve 
this day for some well-deserved 
relaxation and enjoyment. 

Do not miss this! Not like 
the other festivals that you have 
doted on going but ended up 
missing.

Grou es with celebrities? 
Instagram stories  lled with 
photos of actors or actresses? Or 
a Facebook My Day with minutes 
after minutes of band concerts? 

These will surely make you 
the talk of your classmates or 
of cemates. And Manggahan 
Festival has a lot to offer for 
these priced snaps. Just like 
being a fangirl and a fanboy who 
are given VIP tickets to a meet-
and-greet with their favorite 
artists, Manggahan Festival gifts 
Guimarasnons and its guests 
with free passes to see some of 
the most celebrated names in the 
show business, and to jam with 
some of the most famous bands 
and their most listened to tracks. 

What more can a fan group 
ask for? All that is left to do is to 
make sure that you come to the 
event real good-looking; a look 
that would de nitely give you a 
few seconds to be noticed by 
your idols. A few seconds-long 
moment, but one that you will 
remember until your golden days. 

Fair warning, though. The Kapamilya Caravan is de nitely jam-packed. 
So get ready for some serious crowd OOTDs.
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The Department of Education 
(DepEd) Guimaras reaped regional 
awards for outstanding performance 
in education management in Western 
Visayas awarded by the Regional 
Management Committee.

The 14 certi cates of recognition 
for the 2016 and 2017 performances 
were received by Ma. Luz M. de los 
Reyes, CESO VI, Schools Division 
Superintendent;  Novelyn M. Vilchez, 
PhD., CESE, Assistant Schools 
Division Superintendent; Elleda E. de 
la Cruz, Chief Education Supervisor 
of the Curriculum Implementation 
Division; and Dr. Armando E. Gabion, 
Jr., Chief Education Supervisor of the 
School Governance and Operations 
Division.  

The said certi cates were awarded 
by Ma. Gemma M. Ledesma, CESO V, 
OIC - Of ce of the Regional Director; 
and Victor G. de Gracia, Jr., PhD., 
CESO V, OIC – Of ce of the Assistant 
Regional Director on January 6, 2018 

Guimaras Governor Samuel T. 
Gumarin urged the members of the 
Regional Peace and Order Council 
(RPOC) to have a local counterpart 
for Task Force Aninipay, a Regional 
Inter-Agency Task Force for Peace 
and Security.

“Task Force Aninipay is eyed 
to strengthen our council to detect, 
prevent and respond against 
criminality, insurgency, terrorism and 
violent extremism, illegal drugs, natural 
and human-induced disasters, and 
violation of environmental laws and 
other forms of lawlessness,” Gumarin 
said during the RPOC  rst regular 
meeting on March 16, 2017 at Camp 
Delgado, Iloilo City.

“We hope that this initiative be 
replicated and executed in the local 
level as provided for in Section 5 of 
the said Resolution. By building this 
integration, we become the incubator 
of good governance and brighter 
ideas that will make Western Visayas 
a stronger, better and greater ally in 
nation building,” he further said. 

Gumarin shared the local initiative 
in Guimaras even before the issuance 
of TF Aninipay through  Resolution No. 
3 Series of 2017 stating the plans, 
programs and activities of the said 
Task Force.

“We currently have the Joint Task 
Force for Internal Peace and Security 
through Executive Order No. 37 Series 
of 2017 issued on June 29, 2017,” he 

DepEd reaps 14 regional awards
at Grand Xing Imperial Hotel.

DepEd-Guimaras was recognized 
for sustaining the three-star level 
school in the baseline survey of 
Wash in Schools (WinS) Three-Star 
Approach and having  obtained the 
Highest Passing Rate in the 2015 
Alternative Learning System (ALS) 
Accreditation and Equivalency (A&E) 
Test.

It was also recognized for the 
Promptness/Accuracy in Compliance 
of Reports, High Participation of 94% 
of School Learning Resource Portal 
Users for the Year 2017, Publication 
of 6 Quality Assured Contextualized 
Learning Resources in the LR Portal 
for the Year 2017, and Promptness 
in the submission of LIS/EBEIS 
Support Fund Liquidation Report, 
Technical Assistance Implementation 
and acknowledging the passion 
and commitment towards providing 
a safe school environment and on 
time submission of Earthquake 

Preparedness Homework Report.
It was also recognized for timely, 

complete and accurate documents 
submitted for request for allotment and 
cash allocation and timely, complete 
and accurate Financial Accountability 
Reports and Flash Reports for FY 
ending 2016 and MY 2017.

Meanwhile, it was also hailed 
as the Most Ef cient Division in 
Filling-up Newly Created Positions 
FY 2017 and for the exemplary 
compliance and active participation 
in the implementation of the Learners 
Information System (LIS) Quick Count 
SY 2017-2018.

Further, the said agency garnered 
second place during the conduct of the 
2017 Regional Search for Outstanding 
Implementers of School-Based 
Feeding Program SY 2017-2018 
awarded to Piña Elementary School

It was likewise recognized for its 
valuable contribution in strengthening 
the culture of research in DepEd. 

Gumarin urges RPOC to localize ‘Aninipay’
said.

He also said that the Joint Task 
Force is tasked to create an action 
plan to counter terrorism or violent 
extremism and strengthen the 
partnership of all law enforcement 
agencies to deter crimes by helping 
each other to prevent and control 
crimes, improve public safety in the 
province of Guimaras.

Further, he pressed that internal 
peace and security is one of the leading 

elements that lead to excellent feats 
on economic dynamism, government 
ef ciency, resiliency and infrastructure 
support. 

“As members of the Regional 
Peace and Order Council, we must 
assimilate that internal peace and 
security is one of the leading elements 
that leads to excellent feats on 
economic dynamism, government 
ef ciency, resiliency and infrastructure 
support,” he stressed.

LOCALIZING EFFORTS. Governor Samuel T. Gumarin opens the Regional Peace and Order Council 
 rst quarter meeting with emphasis on encouraging all the local chief executives to localize Task Force 
Aninipay in their respective areas of jurisdiction.
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644 Guimaras delegates shone at 
the recent Western Visayas Regional 
Athletic Association (WVRAA) Meet 
2018 held at the Iloilo Sports Complex 
on February 18, 2018 by winning the 
coveted Best Uniform award.

The Guimaras delegation also 
known as ‘Strait Cruisers’ received the 
Best in Uniform while Aklan delegation 
got the award for the most number of 
athletes in the parade.

Further, the lighting of the 

‘Ceremonial Torch’ was led by Ilonggo 
Olympian Rene Herrera and the of cial 
declaration of the WVRAA Meet 2018 
was led by DepEd Regional Director 
Ma. Gemma Ledesma.

The Provincial Government of 
Guimaras (PGG) through Governor 
Samuel T. Gumarin together with 
Vice Governor Atty. John Edward G. 
Gando led the entry of the Guimaras 
delegations followed by Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan Members, Municipality 

Mayors and Vice Mayors, Department 
of Education (DepEd) Of cials and 
Athletes.

A parade from Iloilo Provincial 
Capitol up to Iloilo Sports Complex 
was taken by the delegations of the six 
provinces from Aklan, Antique, Capiz, 
Guimaras, Negros Occidental and 
Iloilo.

The competition proper started 
February 19, 2018 in their respective 
playing venues. 

A recent talk on road safety 
yoked tricycle drives and owners 
to observe compliance on new 
law and guidelines of the Land 
Transportation Of ce (LTO), and 
thrusts for defensive driving and 
road safety.

The said talk with a consultation 
activity report was held at the 
Provincial Capitol Gymnasium, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on 
February 28, 2018 which gathered 
over 50 tricycle drivers and owners 
from the municipalities of Buenavista, 
Jordan and Nueva Valencia.

Road safety talk urges compliance 
on defensive driving, road courtesy

Poblacion and ends with “Pieta” at 
the highest point of Guimaras at the 
Balaan Bukid Shrine in Barangay 
Balcon Melliza.

It will gather more than 100 
characters for the presentation followed 

by devotees as they walk for more than 
two kilometers passing 14 stations 
before they reach the mountain top 
of the province known as the Balaan 
Bukid.

“Pagtaltal” in local dialect means 
to remove thus, the street drama ends 

with the removal of Jesus from the 
Cross and laid before the arms of His 
Mother.

The visit to Balaan Bukid is 
one of the Lenten activities being 
recommended by the Department of 
Tourism. /PNA

One of the advocacies of the said 
talk was to enhance the knowledge, 
skills and attitude of the drivers 
and owners in complying with the 
national standards of LTO in terms of 
safety and precautions especially on 
plying on widened roads, overloaded 
passengers and mixing with speeding 
large four wheeled vehicles.

Further, LTO Regional Director 
Rolando C. Ramos stressed why 
he wanted to help the Guimarasnon 
tricycle drivers and owners.

“The reason I’m here is for us to 
come up with a win-win agreement. 

Hahanap tayo ng paraan, we will help 
you  nd a win-win solution,” he said.

Meanwhile, the said event is 
stipulated in Department Order No. 
2017-011, or Omnibus Guidelines 
on the Planning and Identi cation of 
Public Road Transportation Services 
and Franchise Issuance.

The Department of Transportation 
(DOTr) is tasked to set guidelines, 
criteria and procedures for local 
public transport planning and help 
build local capacities to prepare 
Local Public Transport Route Plans 
(LPTRPs).

Guimaras ‘Strait Cruisers’ take 
WVRAA opening with a bang

ALL FOR ONE. Provincial Government of Guimaras local of cials (from left SP Member 
Rex G. Fernandez, Vice Governor John Edward G. Gando, Governor Samuel T. Gumarin, 
MD, MPH, Buenavista Mayor Eugenio G. Reyes) and the teaching force of DepEd-
Guimaras lead the marching of young Guimarasnon athletes and sports enthusiasts 
during the opening ceremony of WVRAA 2018 in Iloilo City.
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There is no better way of 
exercising than exercising with a 
view while travelling and enjoying 
sceneries. If you are so up for this, 
then Guimaras is the island that 
should be on the top of your trail list! 

Guimaras is the home of 
bike trails for adventure lovers. 
It has 29 bike trails that make 
cycling enthusiasts experience the 
province’s tourist destinations. The 
Guimaras: Bike Paradise of the 
Philippines Project is an innovative 
bike tourism project initiated by the 
John B. Lacson Foundation Maritime 
University which is recognized as 
one of the best practices of Public-
Private Partnership and Sports 
Tourism. 

This project is continuously 
promoted by the province through 
the hosting of Manggahan Bike 
Fest, National Enduro Race, and 
the Tour de Guimaras, which aims to 
showcase the beauty of Guimaras 
Island through exploring it via biking, 
and to impose biking as a safe way 
of transportation. Thus, by keeping 
 t and staying in shape, never miss 
the chance to travel and enjoy some picturesque views too. Bike around the paradise that is Guimaras!

you have been to? Those could be 
Guimaras-made. 

Guimaras is the only galleon 
or miniature boat making province 
recognized by the Department of 
Trade and Industry. Miniature boat-
making includes the making of 
galleons, yachts, frigates, paraws, 
etc. These miniature boats are 
exported abroad and are very in-
demand locally as they are the 
main souvenirs used in weddings, 
conventions, and conferences. 

When visiting Guimaras, get 
the chance to see galleon makers 
in action. Along with DTI, the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources has likewise 
recognized the galleon making 
industry as miniature boat makers 
use trees which answer to the 
regulations of DENR in creating 
their products. 

So, if you ever see miniature 
boats and galleons like these, 
wonder if they are made in 
Guimaras. And if that question 
lingers in your mind, why not see 
the boat making process in person?

Seen one of these miniature boats in the beach resorts or hotels that 
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infused dishes? The Pitstop Restaurant is among 
one of the  rst to concoct dishes with the addition 
of mangoes. One of the most sought after dishes 
of tourists when traveling to Guimaras is the 
Mango Pizza, which is topped with thinly sliced 
Guimaras mangoes, cheese, crushed cashew 
nuts, and sliced bell peppers. 

More additions to their ever-developing menu 
are Creamy Mango Pizza, Chicken Adobo with 
Mango Twist, Mango Beef Bulalo, Bangus or Pork 
Sisig with Mango Bits, Mango Chicken Curry, and 
Sinigang na Isda or Hipon sa Mangga. 

Mango is also used in baked goods and 
delicacies. Mango Bibingka is one of the most 
served snacks in Guimaras. It is a rice cake 
topped with sugar, cheese, grated coconuts, and 
 lled with mango jam. 

Products cooked by the monks in the Trappist 
Monastery are also bestsellers at the mango food 
industry. They produce dozens of products of 
various  avors and types. From among these are 
mango jam, jellies, candies, piaya, macaroons, 
barquillos, and butterscotch. 

Did you know that mango is likewise made 
into ketchup? It may seem weird at  rst but it is 
a delightfully acquired taste. Mango Ketchup is 
used in making macaroni salad, mango pasta, 
etc. Be sure to try some, or all, of these mango-
based dishes. Try something new and amaze your 
palates as you get a taste of Guimaras Island.

Ever wonder what mango tastes like in sinigang, adobo, pizza, 
bulalo, or pasta? Wonder no more! Guimaras has a gastronomic 
surprise for you. Mango is the province’s main identity and is sure 
is used creatively and cleverly in local restaurants. Have you tried 
The Pitstop Restaurant’s wide array of mango-based and mango-

It is no secret that Guimaras is a resounding 
name in the arts and crafts and souvenir-making 
division. But did you know what else Guimaras 
is known for? Sustainable arts and crafts and 
preservation of culture and traditions. 

The Sapal Weaving Association in San 
Lorenzo, Guimaras is a weaving project and 
livelihood program that has been supported by 
the local government because not only does 
the sale of their products such as bags, laptop 
holders, placemats, slippers, wine bags, hats, 
envelopes made out of baryos, pandan, and buri, 
an important source of supplementary income 
for women’s groups in weaving communities, 
but because it also promotes green, reusable, 
and eco-friendly products. 

In Sitio Kati-Kati in the capital of Jordan, 
Maruyog Charms made by the Aeta Community 
are likewise sought after. Maruyog Charms are 
three-pieced bangles, regarded as amulets, 
given a more modern and trendy look. 

The creation of these bracelets is a vital 
part of the Ati tribe’s culture as they preserve the 
culture and traditions of the indigenous peoples. 
Moreover, the continuous production and sale 
of these charms help alleviate the high poverty 
in the Aeta community by providing them with 
a sustainable income that can give work to the 
youth and women. 

In Concordia, Sibunag, nito, a climbing 
vine with glossy, wiry stems is used in weaving 
baskets, bases, food covers, plates, wall decors, 

trays, lampshades, etc. The production of these nito woven 
products help reduce the waste related to the use of disposable 
plates, styrofoam food containers, feeble decors, and breakable 
vases. Never hesitate in buying these products. You never know 
how far your few pesos are able to help others. These may be 
native products, but they sure are aesthetically pleasing.

So, the next time you visit Guimaras and see these products, 
buy some. Help the locals through buying local products.
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More than 40,000 local and 
foreign tourists went to the island-
province of Guimaras on March 29-
31, 2018 via two wharves in Jordan 
town, according to provincial tourism 
of cer Liberty Ferrer.

Ferrer said the number is only the 
initial data as the Provincial Tourism 
Of ce has yet to account for the number 
of tourists who entered the wharf in 
Buenavista and the RORO Port in 
Jordan.

She said tourist arrivals registered 
at Jordan Wharf from Holy Thursday to 
Black Saturday (March 29-31) totaled 
26,611 while almost 14,000 persons 
entered the province through the wharf 
at Barangay Hoskyn, Jordan on March 
29 and 30, 2018.

Ferrer said the 14,000 guests that 
used the Pook Wharf in Barangay Hoskyn 
observed the yearly “Ang Pagtaltal sa 
Balaan Bukid”, a dramatic reenactment 
of the death and resurrection of Christ. 
From the foot of Balaan Bukid, pilgrims 
climb their way to the top of the hill while 
praying before the 14 Stations of the 
Cross which ends in a chapel atop the 
hill overlooking Iloilo City.

On the other hand, the 26,611 
visitors who used the Jordan Wharf went 
to various destinations, including Balaan 
Bukid and popular beach destinations in 
the island such as Taklong Island, Guisi, 
and Alobihod Cove in Nueva Valencia, 
and Tatlong Pulo and Lawi in Jordan, 
among others.

Aside from Balaan Bukid, another 
popular Guimaras destination during 
Holy Week is the Holy Family Hills in 
Barangay Tamborong, San Lorenzo 
town. The Holy Family Hills is a 
sprawling pilgrim destination known for 
the towering statues of religious  gures, 
including the depiction of the 12 Stations 
of the Cross.

The local governments of Guimaras 
and Jordan, in coordination with the 
Philippine Coast Guard in Guimaras 
ensured an orderly transport of pilgrims 
and safe observance of the Holy Week. 
Emergency responders were stationed 
in key areas of the province, especially 
in Balaan Bukid and in the wharves. Kids 
were given name tags in Ortiz Wharf to 
ensure their identi cation in case they 
were separated from the adults.

Teresa Siason, PDRRMO 

Security preps in place for Guimaras’ ‘Pagtaltal sa Balaan Bukid’

40K plus tourists troop to 
Guimaras during Holy Week

Guimaras, said there are no major 
incidents in Guimaras during the Holy 
Week.

“There were minor incidents like 
bruises, fainting, but all were taken care 
of,” she said.

Meanwhile, Ferrer said the 
province’s goal is to make tourism in 
the island inclusive and respectful of the 
island’s ecosystem.

“Beyond the number of tourists 
visiting the island and the income 
generated from the products and 
services sold,  the long-term goal of 
the provincial government is to involve 
everyone in the practice of responsible 
tourism,” said Ferrer.

“We wanted that in these kinds of 
activities, both our tourists and locals 
appreciate and pay respect to the 
culture of Guimarasnons and abide by 
the simple rules on waste management 
and environmental conservation,” she 
added. /The Daily Guardian
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The Guimaras Police Provincial 
Of ce (GPPO) is now ready with its 
security measures in anticipation 
of the in ux of visitors and pilgrims 
for the annual “Pagtaltal sa Balaan 
Bukid”, Good Friday, in Jordan, 
Guimaras.

In his security presentation before 
the provincial government, GPPO’s 
Chief Inspector Raymond Cruz said 
that close to 400 security personnel 
and force multiplier will be deployed to 

secure the route of the procession.
They have also made proper 

coordination with other law 
enforcement agencies, security 
forces and emergency response 
service providers for the “Task Group 
Pagtaltal 2018” to provide maximum 
security coverage, public safety and 
emergency response to pilgrims.
The local police is expecting to breach 
the 32,871 visitors who joined last 
year’s religious event as they also 

target for zero incidents this 2018.
Last year, the GPPO only  recorded 

three incidents during the holding of 
Pagtaltal. The annual Lenten event has 
evolved from being a stage play to a 
street drama of the passion of Christ.

The theatrical presentation of 
the “Passion of Christ” starts with the 
triumphant approach of Jesus Christ 
to Jerusalem portrayed at the world’s 
smallest plaza in Jordan’s Barangay 

PASSION. A Guimarasnon local actor portrays Jesus Christ during the Pagtaltal sa Balaan Bukid, an 
annual religious activity held in the town of Jordan re-enacting the Passion of the Christ.

Photo taken during the scene of the cruci xion 
of Jesus Christ
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energy is not only possible, but more 
viable. And we hope that our humble 
example will resonate to other provinces 
and to the world,” Gumarin stressed, 
receiving a loud applause from the 
Greenpeace team.

Governor Gumarin and 
Sangguniang Bayan Member Jimmy 
O. Gajo received the Seals of Climate 
Leadership for their leading efforts 
in catalysing a global solution to the 
climate crisis by making urgent action, 
embracing renewable energy and its 
commitment to promote climate justice, 
ecological integrity and sustainable 
development.

More exactly, it was recognized, 
together with the Phinma Energy 
Corporation, for the establishment of 
the 54-MW Wind Farm in the province.

“As Governor of this Province, I am 
committed to uphold to the development 
vision of the Province, a place that is 
safe, healthy and has a better quality of 
life for every Guimarasnon and for the 
future generation,” he said.

In his speech, he cited efforts of 
the local government unit in combatting 
climate change and in support to 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), such as the Integrated Coastal 

Management (ICM) Program which 
was adopted as the key developmental 
strategy under the Priority Development 
Agenda 2017-2022 and the enhancement 
of the provincial vision which eyes the 
island as the agro-eco-tourism capital of 
the region and other local policy support.

“Our best practices exhibit 
partnership and collaboration of all the 
tiers of the governing bodies down to 
the grassroots with supporting policies 
and local laws such as the anti-plastic 
ordinance, thrust on organic farming, 
greening program, promotion of 
indigenous materials for sustainable 
livelihood and renewable energy, among 
the many others,” he further mentioned.

Meanwhile, Greenpeace is an 
independent global campaigning 
organization that acts to change 
attitudes and behavior, to protect and 

conserve the environment and to 
promote peace by catalysing an energy 
revolution to address the number one 
threat facing our planet: climate change.

The team’s ship, Rainbow Warrior, 
docked in the port of Barangay Suclaran, 
San Lorenzo.

In the name of climate justice and 
liability, the journey visits areas that 
have experienced the brunt of climate 
change impacts and acts as global 
platform for climate change justice 
movement.

“Kailangan po nating manindigan. 
We need to stand up for Mother Nature 
because we need to be able to hand 
down a healthy and sustainable planet 
for our future generations,” said Mr. Yeb 
Sano, Executive Director of Greenpeace 
Southeast Asia.

Further, he linked their vision to the 
vision of Guimaras.

“Our vision is the same as the vision 
of the Province of Guimaras. Nakita 
naman po natin that renewable energy 
is powering this part of the world and 
Guimaras is leading the way,” he cited.

“Ito pong ginagawa ng Guimaras 
makes us proud being Filipinos and 
ito po ay isang halimbawa ng isang 
matibay na paninindigan which is the 
kind of leadership the world needs right 
now,” he said.

After the declaration, the guests 
and of cials signed the manifesto of 
support to the advocacy of Greenpeace 
and a coal-free Guimaras Island.

The Rainbow Warrior is set to visit 
Tacloban from February 25 to 27.

sang Salakyan of Miag-ao, Iloilo was 
declared as  rst runner-up.

Kasadyahan is an annual 
event held every 4th Saturday of 
January and serves as an ‘incredible 
opportunity to sample Ilonggo 
celebrations that brings the culture of 
the different towns in Iloilo out into the 
city streets’.

The said Hubon shall represent 
Guimaras Manggahan Festival in the 
2018 Aliwan Fiesta, the mother of all 
festivals in the Philippines in April.

farmers such as: work on the  elds 
from planting, growing, harvesting, 
and showing gratefulness for a good 
harvest through a celebration.

The last year’s champion Hubon 
Binagtong sa Manggahan from Nueva 
Valencia, Guimaras came in as 4th 
runner-up.

Meanwhile, Tribu Kaing of Leon, 
Iloilo came in third runner-up while 
Tribu Pantat of Zarraga, Iloilo came in 
second runner-up and Ang Manughabol 
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PARTNERSHIP MATTERS. Local government of cials in the Province of Guimaras and Trans-Asia 
Renewable Energy Corporation give a festive welcome to the volunteers of Greenpeace International 
during the visit of Balangaw, the Rainbow Warrior.

REAPING VICTORY. Hubon Mangunguma of Manggahan Festival performers champ off their 
way to the crown by showcasing farming as part of the culture of the Province of Guimaras.
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Are you addicted of trying new 
things? How about places? Food? 
What if we tell you can have it all and 
experience it with quality standard 
in this island-province called 
Guimaras? 

Together with its booming 
progress and advanced 
development, newly DOT-accredited 
establishments also added to the list 
of tourist attractions in Guimaras. 

And these establishments not 
only adds to the list but also became 
one of the reasons why people visit 
this island-province. 

Do you want to have a 
gastronomic experience? Why not 
try eating at our newly accredited 
restaurant, Pitstop, which offers 
a variety of mango-based dishes, 
or Olivias Kitchen & Island Brew 
where you can experience  rst-hand 
service and good food. 

Finding for a place to relax and 
unwind? Visit Guimaras Mountain 
Resort, perfect for friends and family 
outing. 

How about  rst class service? 
You can have it in Andana Resort 
which offers luxury rooms and water 
activities in a white sand beach. 

What makes Guimaras different 
from its neighboring islands and 
what makes its Manggahan Festival 
different from others? 

You get to experience our 
culture without the hustle and bustle 
of urban buzz and city traf c. 

No need to worry about 
reserving and paying for seats for 
when you watch our cultural and 
tribal dances too. Get to witness 
and experience it for free. 

Observe how Guimarasnons’ 
traditional practices and customs are 
incorporated in various storylines 
and different choreographies. See 
for yourself how our Guimarasnon 
forefathers and ancestors lived their 
daily lives, spent their time, made a 
living, and more. 

Moreover, enjoy the colorful 
and lively dances while gaining 
knowledge about our little but 
striving island province. 

Plan now while accommodations 
still have vacant rooms. Book 
your  ight. Plan your itinerary. 
Experience Manggahan Festival. 
Enjoy Guimaras!

It is time to color your drawing and bring home a new experience that 
you can share with others.
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 There is no doubt that when you hear the 
word ‘Guimaras’, the  rst that comes to mind 
is “kaing after kaing” of fresh, juicy, and sweet 
mangoes. But what really excites people when 
they hear of ‘Manggahan Festival’? Unlimited 
mangoes! 

The Mango Eat-All-You-Can Contest 
started in years back where local and foreign 
tourists, along with residents, enjoy a 30-minute 

eating session of unlimited mangoes. 
Patrons can choose between ripe, or 

green mangoes served with bago-ong. 
So, if you are feeling up to the challenge, 

head on to the Mango Eat-All-You-Can booth 
near the Agri-Eco Trade Fair and try to beat 
the record.

Because here in Guimaras, there is no 
such thing as too much mangoes!

The island of Guimaras is the 
very  rst province in the Visayas 
archipelago to be declared 100% coal-
free by  the international environmental 
watchdog Greenpeace.

 “We want to show the world that 
we don’t need dirty energy to power 
development,” said Governor Samuel T. 
Gumarin during the visit of the Rainbow 
Warrior in Suclaran Port in San Lorenzo, 

Hubon Mangunguma from San 
Lorenzo town defended the crown 
for Guimaras being the champion of 
the Kasadyahan Regional Cultural 
Contest of Dinagyang Festival Golden 
Celebration.

 “It has long been a challenge for 
Guimaras to be nationally recognized and 
this back-to-back win in the Kasadyahan will 
contribute a lot to the achievement of this 
goal, all these efforts are geared towards 
the promotion of our culture, our mangoes 
and of course the whole Province,” said 
by Ms. Liberty Ferrer, Of cer-In-Charge 
Provincial Tourism Of ce (PTourO).

The winning hubon rose victorious 
bagging out of seven minor distinctions, 
to wit: Best in Choreography, Best 
Choreographer and Best in Performance 
during the awarding ceremony on January 
28, 2018.

The pride of Guimaras showed the 
different activities of “mangungumas” or 
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February 24, 2018.
The said visit is part of Balangaw: The 

Climate Justice Tour-Rainbow Warrior Ship 
Tour 2018-Greenpeace Southeast Asia – 
Philippine Leg.

“The people of Guimaras have 
embraced renewables over dirty, polluting 
energy. We want to show that a sustainable 
development path, powered by renewable 


