A total of 171 mango growers and
producers from the island-province of
Guimaras are recipients of a Php18million grant, which is a joint project of
the WB, the local government unit (LGU)
and the beneciaries.
Mr.
Ronnie
Morante,
Provincial
Agriculturist said that 60 percent of the fund
comes from World Bank and 20 percent
each from the provincial government and
the growers and producers to bankroll
the “mango production, consolidation and
marketing enterprise” program.
Morante said they identied three

clusters of the project which include
Guimaras mango growers as lead production
group, Jordan farmers’ multipurpose coop
as the cluster member and the producers.
A consolidation area plant will be
constructed complete with facilities such as
the hot water treatment and boxes.
The plant with an estimated worth
of PHP9.3 million is expected to be
constructed by the third quarter of this year
while production support will start January
2019.
During harvest, their produce will be
to page 5

For
Filipino-Americans
in
New York City, Independence Day
celebration was made extra special
and came ten days early with the
arrival of the Guimaras Manggahan
Festival from the Philippines.
“The
choreography
was
synchronized and costumes were
so ethnic-authentic,” said Rolando
Gatilao, a volunteer of the Philippine
Independence Day Council, Inc.
(PIDCI) that organized, produced,
directed and presented the 120th
Philippine Independence Anniversary
Commemoration together with the
Consulate General of the Philippines.
Gatilao, a nurse in New York, was
referring to the performances of Hubon
Mangunguma, the rst runner-up of the
2018 Aliwan Fiesta.
Composed of student performers
under the tutelage of Iloilo City-based
award-winning veteran choreographer
Romel Flogen, the 29 Hubon
Mangunguma performers from the
Municipality of San Lorenzo had a
series of performances in the Greater
New York area of Washington DC,
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey with an
estimated audience of 120,000 lining
the streets.
The cultural performers arrived on
May 31, 2018 and left the United States
on midnight of June 12, 2018 together
with the government ofcials Guimaras
to page 2
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province who also held meetings with
Filipino-American communities where
they promoted their respective tourism
destinations and discussed possible
investments.
“Of course I was so proud that
you were able to come here to share
your world class cultural performance
in New York,” said Joji Jalandoni, past
president of the PIDCI and chairperson
of the special events for the 120th
Independence Day parade and cultural
show.
It is the rst time for Manggahan
Festival of Guimaras that earned the
right to perform because its Hubon
Mangunguma of the municipality of
San Lorenzo was the champion of the
Manggahan Festival and represented
the province in the regional Kasadyahan
cultural competition and was rst runnerup in the national Aliwan festival.
SUPPORT SYSTEM
Joji Jalandoni, former PIDCI
president and a proud Ilonggo nurse,
has been leading the organizing of
bringing cultural performers to New York
since 2011.
She said that some members were
denied of the US Visa and had to reapply as the several street performances
require many dancers.
A total of 81 balikbayan boxes and
luggage were transported from Guimaras
to New York including “Bagul”, the Mango
Man, and several bamboo poles.
“It was denitely a big challenge
for us since it is the rst that we have to
process this kind of event,” said Jaypee
Kein G. Entredicho, Lead Coordinator of
the Guimaras delegation.
“This is historic for our islandprovince that for the rst time in 25
years of our festival, we got invited for a
cultural exchange abroad and to perform
in New York, USA is such a great honor

Provincial Government of Guimaras
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especially for the kids,” he added.
Aside from the historic event,
he likewise shared the one-of-a-kind
experiences of the performers.
“Majority of our kids rode an airplane
for the rst time when we went to Manila
to apply for their US Visa. The second
time, it is bound for New York; so, it was
denitely an experience that will teach
them to grow and have literally bigger
perspectives about the world and bigger
dreams for themselves”, he said.
MANGGAHAN FESTIVAL
Manggahan Festival is the signature
festival
of
Guimaras
celebrated
provincewide annually from May 11-22.
It is almost a two-month long
event celebrating the mango industry
of the province showcasing the
culture, livelihood and products of the
Guimarasnons.
It boasts the traditions and abundant
harvest of the Guimaras mangoes
through various activities that touch the
tourism industry as well as agriculture
and shery. Furthermore, it also
commemorates the provincehood of
Guimaras because the feast culminates
on the exact day that the province was
declared an independent one, and no
longer a sub-province of Iloilo.
Manggahan
Festival
was
established a year after the province
was declared as a full-edged province
through the leadership of the former
Governor Emily Lopez to promote and
protect the mango industry.
The further initiatives of the
Provincial Government in improving the
Manggahan Festival celebration led to
the conceptualization of the Manggahan
sa Kabanwahanan.
It acts as a pre-manggahan
activity which is prepared for by every
municipality, thus heightening the
awareness of many people about the
upcoming highlights of the Manggahan
Festival which is celebrated at the center
of the province – Provincial Capitol.
Manggahan
Festival
is
a
multifaceted event for its activities
focuses on different aspects such as
cultural, social, and historical. It displays
the rich culture of Guimaras through
street dancing and cultural competition.
MANGGAHAN WINNERS
Manggahan bested other cultural
performances regionally and nationally
for the past two years.
Firstly, Manggahan Festival as
represented by Hubon Binagtong from
the Municipality of Nueva Valencia
was hailed the Champion in the
2017 Kasadyahan Regional Cultural
Competition held in Iloilo City.

With the said feat, the festival joined
Aliwan Fiesta in 2017 and bagged the
1st runner-up award on its very rst
attempt joining a national competition.
The following year, in 2017, Hubon
Mangunguma from the Municipality of
San Lorenzo became the Champion
during the Manggahan Festival Cultural
Competition.
They represented Manggahan
Festival in the 2018 Kasadyahan
Regional Cultural Competition held in
Iloilo City and was hailed the Champion
which earned the Province of Guimaras
a back-to-back championship crown.
Successively, the participation
to Aliwan Fiesta, the gathering of all
festivals in the country hailed them 1st
runner-up.
PH FREEDOM PARADE
To
kick
off
the
Philippine
Independence Day celebrations, the
Iloilo and Guimaras contingents together
with their Filipino-American counterparts
raised the ag at the Philippine Consulate
at 556 5th Ave, New York at 7:45 a.m. of
June 3, followed by a parade from noon
to 2 p.m. and the cultural show from 2 to
6 p.m. at Madison Avenue.
The parade was attended by Filipino
dignitaries, community leaders and FilAm organizations.
A street fair was likewise set up at
Madison Square Park where the cultural
show was also staged.
The Guimaras delegation also
performed the different Western Visayas
Folk Dances and was highlighted by
their Manggahan performance.
Among
the
leaders
gures
who graced the Sunday event were
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney from
New York’s 12th Congressional District,
Philippine Ambassador to the U.S.
Jose Manuel Romualdez, Philippine
Ambassador to the United Nations Teddy
Boy Locsin Jr., Guimaras Governor
Samuel Gumarin and Congresswoman
Ma. Lucille Nava, MD, Iloilo City Mayor
Espinosa, and other local government
ofcials from Iloilo City and Guimaras
province.
“The more than 350,000 strong
Filipino American community in your
area is a vital force as we join hands in
forging a brighter and more progressive
future for our country,” Ambassador
Romualdez said.
In another development, the
Province of Guimaras represented by
Governor Samuel Gumarin and the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania headed
by Governor Tom Wolf inked a “Sister
State Relations” agreement on June 7,
2018 at the State House in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania.

San Lorenzo ‘silver champ’, bags two-peat win
HISTORIC WIN. Hubon San Lorenzohanon champs off their way to a historic victory by showcasing
how abundant or “bugana” their local major commodities such as salt, banana, sh and mangoes are.

Hubon San Lorenzohanon netted
the silver championship crown of
Manggahan Festival 2018 Cultural
Competition further defending the
town’s crown as the winner last year.
The said Hubon or group from
the town of San Lorenzo also bagged
the minor awards, to wit: Best
Choreography, Best in Performance,
Best in Theme, Best in Music, Best in
Costume and Best in Props while Hubon
Bulantihan of Jordan was named Best

in Streetdancing.
Hubon Binagtong of Nueva
Valencia grabbed the 2nd Place, Hubon
Bulantihan took the 3rd place and Hubon
Balsahan of Sibunag got the 4th place.
The said event showcased the
rich culture and history of the province
and featured the unique activities of
Manggahan Festival in their respective
municipalities linked to theme “Bugana”
or abundance.
Meanwhile, the said Hubon

represented Guimaras Manggahan
Festival as part of the 120th Independence
Day of Filipino Community in New York,
United States of America.
They
also
performed
in
Pennsylvania, Washington D.C. and
New Jersey.
Held on May 22, 2018, the said
tilt was judged by Mr. Peter Macrohon,
Project Catalyst for Western Visayas
of the Philippines Center of UNESCOInternational Theatre Institute, Vice
President of Aliw Awards Mr. Luciano
Valencia, Theater, Film Director, Writer
and Director Mr. Frank Rivera and
Head, Arts Section and NCCA as the
Chief Judge Mr. Rene Napeña.

Photo taken during the ‘salt production’
segment
of
Hubon
Mangunguma’s
performance.

Kalinga’s Matagoan gongs culture in Guimaras
Matagoan Festival of Tabuk City
in the province of Kalinga spiced
up the grounds of Guimaras as they
brought with them their gongs and
traditional costumes in the island.
Matagoan Festival of Kalinga
Province was one of the special guests
in the second Invitational Cultural
Presentation.
Four other major cultural festivals
performed such as Ati-Atihan Festival
of Kalibo, Aklan, Masskara Festival
of Bacolod City, Pintados de Passi of
Passi City and Dinagyang Festival of
Iloilo City.
Matagoan celebrates the warm
and peaceful relationship between and
among the different tribes that reside in
Tabuk.
It is a mix modern celebration of
their music, dances and fashion.
The festivals performed in three
staging areas: Jordan Food Terminal
Market, Rotonda and Food Court Area,
all in Barangay San Miguel in Jordan
town, Guimaras province.
Meanwhile, Dinagyang and AtiAtihan are popular for the beautifully

and
artistically
choreographed
performances of “tribes and warriors”
represented by the different participating
schools in the Ati Tribe Competition.
Masskara Festival is distinct for its
beautiful masks worn by performers
dancing in the streets while Pintados

de Passi boasts inked bodies of tribe
performers.
The participation of major festivals
in the region in the Manggahan Festival
2018 is in line with the province’s
celebration of its 25th Silver Anniversary
of Manggahan.

CULTURAL EXCHANGE. Rep. Ma. Lucille L. Nava and Gov. Samuel T. Gumarin takes a photo
opportunity, ocked by the warriors of Matagoan Festival of Tabuk City in Kalinga.
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Guimaras generally peaceful says GPPO,
Guv wants ‘more teeth’ on local ordinances

The recent report of the Guimaras
Police Provincial Ofce (GPPO) said
that the island-province of Guimaras
remains to be generally peaceful for
the rst ve months of 2018.
The total crime volume decreased
from 858 in 2017 (January-May) to 648
this year showing a 24.47% drop.
The GPPO said that there were
no high prole crimes, political killings,
liquidation of prominent personalities
and kidnap for ransom.
They likewise cited that there were

no bank robbery, terrorist bombings
and internal security operation (ISO)
and motorcycle riding criminals (MRCs)
related incident.
For index crimes, it decreased from
264 in 2017 to 183 in 2018. Similarly, for
non-index crimes, there is a decrease
from 594 in 2017 to 465 in 2018.
Meanwhile, Governor Samuel T.
Gumarin encouraged the different law
enforcement agencies to strengthen
provincial ordinances and have “more
teeth” in the implementation stage.

“Hindi ko gusto na mapareho kita
sa Boracay na magtinudlu-anay kita
sa pira ka-adlaw, so I think butangan
naton ngipon ang aton mga ordinansa
nga kung hindi ang LGU magbulig at
kung mag-ubra implementar sang aton
ordinansa i-sanction naton sanda,” he
said.
The downtrend of crime incidents
shows that there is concerted efforts
between the police and the community,
said GPPO.
The report shows that the crime
solution and crime clearance have
become more efcient showing a
slight increase of 8.18% and 6.48%,
respectively.
Relative to the order of President
Rodrigo R. Duterte, the GPPO cited
the absence of municipal and provincial
ordinance on drinking of liquor and
walking half-naked in public places.
They likewise eye for the
installation of CCTV on places of
convergence such as the rotunda
in San Miguel, crossing in front of
the Land Bank and New Site Public
Market.

Senator Villar eyes mango school in Guimaras
Senator
Cynthia
Villar,
chairperson
of
the
Senate
committee on Agriculture and
Food, is eyeing to establish
“Mango School’ in the island
province of Guimaras.
She said that it will be the rst
ever mango school in the country.
The proposed school is a farm
school that will specialize in growing
mangoes and will teach ordinary
residents how to plant mango and
to improve the production in the
province, Villar said in a recent
media interview.
Villar said that she is planning
to send representatives from the
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI)
in the coming days to Guimaras to
develop the mango school.
She added that the school
will be supported by the Technical
Education and Skills Development
Authority to pay for the tuition of
students.
Villar said that the province
has the National Mango Research
and Development Center located at
village of San Miguel in Jordan town.
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She said that the results of the
various researches from the center
could be used as teaching materials at
the mango school.
“Because you have the best
mango in the Philippines, then you
should teach the best practices in
mango planting,” she said.
The senator said that Guimaras
province has 650,000 hectares of
agricultural land but only it only grows
around 300,000 mango trees.
“That means, each hectare of the
650,000 hectares land has not yet
been planted with mango (tree), so
there are still a lot of opportunities,”
she said.
For his part, Guimaras Governor
Samuel Gumarin said he welcomes
the establishment of the proposed
mango school.
“It was an innovation which we
would like to go because for years,
we have strived to improve the mango
industry in the province,” he said.
Gumarin said that they just like
most of the people, he thought that
Guimaras has a lot of mangoes but he
realized that only 6,000 of the 650,000

Photo taken during the courtesy call of
Senator Cynthia Villar at the Ofce of
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin

hectares of agricultural land in their
province have with mango trees.
“It was not nearly ten percent,”
he said.
The
governor
hopes
the
proposed school will be realized
soon so they could improve mango
production in the province./PNA

UNLI-SWEETNESS. Tourists dig in to have a taste of what
is dubbed as the sweetest mango in the world during the
Mango-Eat-All-You-Can activity in the Province of Guimaras.

Mango-eat-all-you-can
guests hike in twofold
Mango-eat-all-you-can
total
number of guests almost had a
twofold increase from 5, 456 local
and international guests in 2017 to
9,962 in 2018.
This year’s guests consumed a
total of 15 tons of ripe mangoes hitting
the sales of P1.9-M and for green
mangoes, record shows a total of P121,
851.60 sales.
The said activity is one of the
initiatives of the local government
through the Provincial Ofce for

Agriculture
Services
(POAS)
to
promote the mangoes of Guimaras
during the two-week long celebration of
Manggahan Festival.
The producers are required to
undergo the mangoes they harvested
in the hot water treatment facility for
the same reason before selling in the
market.
The standard registration fee is
P120 per participant which he/she can
enjoy as much mangoes for 30 minutes.
Meanwhile, Mr. Darry Aclo of

Locals checking out the fresh mangoes at Agri-Trade and Tourism Fair.

World Bank.....from page 1

purchased using a pre-arranged price
where farmers are already assured of
prot.
All fruits will then be subjected
to hot water treatment to ensure that
they are of the required number of
days when picked and they are pests
resistant.
Under this system, roughly 20
percent of the production in Guimaras
will undergo the hot water treatment
and certied.
Guimaras mango has been
awarded the Geographical Indicator
(GI) seal in 2017. The GI seal stamped

Koronadal City, South Cotabato is still
the record holder of the eat-all-youcan having been able to eat 14 kilos of
mangoes in 30 minutes.
The said event was also featured
on a national magazine show.
“First time ko nag-intra dayun na
Rated K ka pa, sadya gid ya kay sa rst
ve minutes namun , gapalumba-lumba
gid kami kaon kag namit gid ya ang
paho sang Guimaras,” said Ms. Janica
Pearl Cordero, 22 years old, one of the
participants.

(From left) SP Member Cyril C. Beltran, Vice Governor John Edward
Gando, Governor Samuel T. Gumarin and DTI Provincial Director
Wilhelm Malones.

in each mango fruit means that it is an
authentic product of Guimaras.
To date, Guimaras has 279,822
mango trees and around 40 percent
are utilized.
Morante said that with this project,
they hoped to increase by around 17.7
percent and they would be able to
“reach out to smaller farmers”.
Meantime,
Elena
Quezon,
Provincial Economic Development
Ofcer said that the GI has enticed
more foreign investors to invest in
Guimaras mangoes.
Also, the Guimaras mangoes have
become more appealing to buyers. In

March this year, they brought some
1.5 metric tons of mangoes in a trade
fair in Manila.
She shared that they have to hold
on to their products just to last for two
days because they were already were
selling like hotcakes right on day one.
The mangoes were sold at PHP250
per kilo.
The province kicked off its annual
Manggahan Festival where guests
have a chance to partake of mango
products in the “eat-all-you-can” event
for the only PHP120 in 30 minutes.
The festival will culminate this May
22. /With the report of PNA
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FRUITS OF LABOR. Johncent Gadnanan, Mr. Guimaras, 2018, presents the
inventiveness of indigenous materials for a Manggahan Festival relared costume.

Gadnanan is Mr. Guimaras 2018
Johncent Gadnanan of Gaban,
San Lorenzo won the title of Mr.
Guimaras 2018 beating all other 11
hopefuls from all over the province
last May 13, 2018, Sunday at the
Provincial Gym, San Miguel, Jordan,
Guimaras.
Mr. Guimaras is annually celebrated
during Manggahan Festival since 2009.
It is a non-prot organization
founded by Mr. Tomas T. Saiton, Jr, MD.
The pageant introduced some
changes starting with introducing a new
title which is the Mr. Guimaras Charities
2018.

The said title was seized by Mr.
Nathaniel Sevilla of Bulan-Bulan, Sta.
Teresa, Jordan.
The 12 candidates competed in
different categories which include 32
Special/Corporate Awards and six
Major Awards.
Johncent Gadnanan, Mr. Guimaras
2018 also bagged the following Major
Awards: Best in Production Number,
Best in Mango-Inspired Costume, Best
in Swim Wear and Best in Barong, and
six Special/Corporate Awards, to wit: Mr.
Sunniest Personality, Mr. Magnolia, Mr.
Physique, The Face of RCT Collection,

GOODWILL ENVOYS. Mr. Guimaras 2018 Johncent Gadnanan (3rd from left) and the runners-up of
Mr. Guimaras 2018.
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Pharmacists’ Choice Award and Mr.
Flawless.
Mr. Guimaras Charities 2018,
Nathaniel Sevilla also won Mr. Talent
(First Place), Mr. Photogenic, Mr. San
Mig Coffee, Mr. Renz Gluta-Care, Mr.
Petron and The King of the Ramp.
Erhol Araña of Hoskyn, Jordan
took the rst runner-up title, Mr. Sexy
and Mr. JOSMEF.
Louisse Guileño from Sebaste,
Sibunag placed second runner-up
with the following awards: Mr. Talent
(Second Place), Facebook’s MostLiked (Second Highest), Mr. Popularity,
Mr. Great Body and Philippine College
of Business and Accountancy (PCBA)
Choice Award.
Mr. Supang, AJ Avelino from the
Municipality of Buenavista grabbed the
Third Runner-Up title, Mr. NMG Trophy
Maker and Mr. Man of Appeal.
Mr. Fritz Ryan Cabingan of New
Poblacion, Buenavista won the fourth
runner-up and awarded as Facebook’s
Most-Liked (Highest) and Mr. Chlorella
Standout.
The other candidates received
consolation prizes.
The judges for the said pageant,
namely wit: Mr. Kenneth Vincent Piloto,
Dr. Inocencio H. Lopez, Ms. Mutya
Fuerte, Mr. Jun Michael Pagtato, Mr.
Michael Flores and the chief judge was
Mr. Joseph Bitangcol, an actor and
model from ABS-CBN.

Buenavista
beauty breaks
‘Mutya’ chain
Buenavista beauty broke the
chain of Nueva Valencia ladies in
their three-peat win of bagging the
Mutya ng Guimaras crown.
Kate Maureen Sunga, 21, was
crowned as Mutya ng Guimaras 2018.
She bagged the awards: Ms.
Photogenic, Ms. Personal Collection,
Ms. Air Asia, Ms. M Lhuiller, Best in
Resort Wear, and Best in Festival
Costume.
“God will never put you into
something you cannot overcome. All
the stress, hardships, sacrices and
sleepless nights really did paid off.
More than these I really feel fullled.
2018 would literally be the year I would
cherish as long I live, it’s so memorable
to me, and I am really beyond blessed,”
Sunga said in her online post.
Almina Marie Gange of Sibunag
was named rst runner-up and Krista
Marie Viñas of Buenavista was the
second runner-up.
Lyka Mae Venzon of Nueva
Valencia, Precious Von Lasquety and
Jell Rose Duga of San Lorenzo, Darra
Lorreine Sadsad of Sibunag and Ellen
Grace Galaura and Sheyne Ericka
Gallentes of Jordan completed the list
of this year’s candidates.
The candidates had their preliminary
competitions during Manggahan sa
Kabanwahanan in the ve towns.
The introduction and resorts wear
competition was held at Sibunag,
swimwear competition at San Lorenzo,
talent competition at Nueva Valencia,
festival
costume
competition
at
Buenavista and casual wear competition
at Jordan.
The night of beauty and glamour
was judged by Mr. Zedrick Señeres,
a lifestyle columnist, Ms. Maylene
Provido, a beauty queen and model,
Ms. Carrie Leigh Sarabia, a beauty
queen, Mr. Robert Alor, a hotelier,
Mr. Allan K, an Eat Bulaga host and
Ms. Julia Gonowon, Miss Millenial
Philippines 2017.
Ms.
Sunga
will
represent
the Province of Guimaras in Eat
Bulaga’s Miss Millennial 2018, a
tourism promotion related pageant
showcasing the beauty and charm of
the Philippines.

Congresswoman Ma. Lucille L. Nava and Mutya
ng Guimaras 2018 Kate Maureen Sunga.

TOURISM AMBASSADORS. (From left) Krista Marie Viñas, 2nd runner-up; Mutya ng Guimaras 2018
Kate Maureen Sunga; and Almina Marie Gange, 1st runner-up.
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Guimaras
ready for
summer
tourists
Guimaras: Bike Paradise of the Philippines
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The island-province of Guimaras
is ready to receive tourists this
summer especially now that Boracay
Island in Malay, Aklan is set for
closure this April 26, 2018, said
provincial tourism ofcer Liberty
Ferrer.
Ferrer said the Provincial Tourism
Ofce (PTO) recently convened
the
owners
of
accommodation
establishments, boat operators, and
municipal tourism ofcers of Jordan,
Buenavista, Nueva Valencia, Sibunag,
and San Lorenzo to discuss tourism
concerns to ensure that guests will have
fun and memorable stay in the island.
To date, the PTO conducts an
inventory of rooms, and will later
categorize them into accredited,
endorsed, and non-endorsed.
The “accredited” establishments
passed the standard requirements
for the Department of Tourism (DOT)
accreditation while the “endorsed”
establishments met the requirements to
operate a business.
“We have asked the municipalities
to
monitor
the
non-endorsed
establishments or those that operate
without permit,” Ferrer said.
Ferrer said it is advantageous
for the establishments to apply for
accreditation and have proper permits
to be recognized by the DOT accredited
operators.
Domestic and foreign tourists can
enjoy various tourism destinations
in the island. “We have 7 tourism
circuits – agri-eco, sightseeing, island
hopping, bike, religious and heritage,
community-based rural tourism (CBRT)
and experiential, and educational and
research,” she said.
This May, the PTO expects a
surged of guests for the Manggahan
Festival, which also coincides with the
Silver Anniversary of the Province hood
of Guimaras.
Aside from its natural wonders,
tourists are assured of a peaceful stay in
the island. Records from the Guimaras
Police Provincial Ofce (GPPO) showed
that there were only 3,962 crime
incidents in the province from January
2016 to December 2017. /TDG
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Pumpboat fare hike up
Jordan Motor Banca Cooperative
(JMBC) proposal for pump boat
fare increase has been approved
by the Maritime Industry Authority
(MARINA) on June 13, 2018.
From a Php 14.00 fare of daytime
charge and from Php 20.00 of night time
navigation fare via Iloilo City to Guimaras
and vice versa, it went up to Php 15.00
and Php 22.00 respectively. The hike
also included a Php 1.60 to Php 1.70
raise in student and senior citizens and
persons with disability respectively.
The JMBC states that they need to
raise the pump boat fare because of the

implementation of the tax reform law,
which resulted in increase of petroleum
products.
The cooperative proposed the said
petition under the change in passenger
rate pursuant to Section II Rule IV of
the 2014 Revised Implementing Rules
and regulations (R-IIR) of the Republic
Act (R.A.) 9295. This petition is valid for
two years, starting on July 1, 2018 to
September 30, 2020.
For the fare hike to take effect,
requirements/conditions apply such as
that the ship Owner/Operators shall
cause the publication of this Notice in

any of the newspaper of local circulation.
Further, the ship Owners/Operators
shall likewise cause the posting of this
Notice, including the date of affectivity,
in all conspicuous places at the affected
port(s), Ship(s), company premises,
passenger terminals and ticketing
ofces(s), as applicable.
Moreover, the new rate shall take
effect ten (10) calendar days from
the date of posting in affected ports
and public places in accordance with
the provision of the 2014 Revised
Implementing Rules and Regulations
(R-IRR).

At Guimaras fest, visitors grab
islands popular mangoes
Guimaras
Pride
Mangoes
grown in Guimaras province have
reached markets in the United
States, the United Kingdom and
Australia.
The island province of Guimaras
has given its visitors a taste of its
export-quality mangoes through the
Manggahan Festival that is ending
this week.
Local ofcials said long lines
at piers in Iloilo City for boat rides
to Guimaras in the past few days
were not surprising since visitors
needed to pay only P120 to avail of a
30-minute, eat-all-you-can treat of
Guimaras Super (Galila) mango.
This mango variety, said to be one
of the sweetest in the country, was
developed by the Guimaras National
Crop
Research,
Development
and Production Support Center

(GNCRDPSC) and exported to the
United States and the United Kingdom.
On the festival s rst day on May 11,
the Guimaras provincial tourism ofce
said about 1,200 kilograms of different
varieties of mangoes were served at the

provincial capitol grounds in Jordan
town, the main festival area.
The province described the event
as an unlimited, bare hand mango
feast.
On weekdays of the 11-day
festival, about 600 kg were served
while weekend servings reached
about 2,000 kgall coming from nearly
50,000 mango trees planted around
the 604-square-kilometer island that
is about the size of Singapore.
However, world-class mangoes
do not come cheap as these are sold
anywhere from P150 to P180 a kg in
Guimaras.
Records from the National Seed
Industry Council, which approves
and registers crop varieties in the
Philippines, show that 15 carabao
mango fruit varieties are registered in
its ofce.

Major agri crops shape up
The production of the major
agricultural crops in Guimaras
shaped up 2017 amid El Niño
recovery efforts in the preceding
year.
Four out of ve commodities
rebounded from negative growths to
positive.
Palay which accounted 52.28
percent of the major commodities, grew
by 29.71 percent.

10

Following with a large gap are
coconut with husk comprising 28.99
percent and mango accounting 10.62
percent, both slightly grew by 3.75
percent and 1.48 percent, respectively.
Among the major commodity
group, sweet potato/camote registered
the highest growth at 54.55 percent.
Despite the signicant increase in
2017, the production is still lower that its
2015 production recorded at 2,472 MT.

Only palay was successful in
improving its year on year production as
it consistently increased production by
6.21 percent in 2016 and 29.71 percent
in 2017.
The rest of the major commodities
showed erratic trends with its lowest
production in 2016.
Mango and sweet potato/camote
did not surpassed its 2015 production. /
With the report of PSA-Guimaras

STAGE ON FIRE. Fire dancer Spark Lubingco res up the stage of Talentadong
Guimarasnon Year 4 with his nal performance securing the ticket to victory.

Lubingco ‘Sparks’ top spot in
‘Talentadong Guimarasnon’
A re dancer took home the crown during
the grand nals of the 4th year of Talentadong
Guimarasnons held at the Capitol Grounds
on May 21, 2018.
Spark Lubingco from the town of Jordan
was hailed the grand winner in this year’s tilt.
He brought home Php 30,000.00 cash
prize and was likewise declared as the People’s
Choice.
Zycha and Zyche, the twin singers and
Fearless, all-girl group dancers got the second
and third spots, respectively.
Talentadong Guimarasnon is one of the most
anticipated events during the annual Manggahan
Festival of the Province of Guimaras.
Other nalists were Mark Cejalo and Rezzy
Bills for BeatBox, Melodic Trio, Paul Cedric, Ma.
Crispira Abella, The Playlist and Powerhouse
Trio for Singing, Spark Lubinco for Fire Dancing,
A Band named Acoustic Rhythm, Michale Bagat
for Creative Dancing, and Fearless for Street
Dance.
Ryan F. Catig, Ma. Liza A. Bersabal, Rodgen
M. Jabor, Rosebelle S. Baldostamon and Peter
S. Macrohon completed the jury.

From left: Vice Gov. Atty. John Edward G. Gando, Talentadong Guimarasnons winner Spark
Lubingco and Dr. Rogelio T. Artajo, president, Guimaras State College.

2ND PLACER. (From left) Vice Gov. Atty. John Edward G. Gando, twins
Zycha and Zyche Gallo, and Guimaras State College president Dr. Rogelio
T. Artajo.

3RD PLACER. All-girl group Fearless, snatched the 3rd prize in Talentadong
Guimarasnons.
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ROCK RECORD. Rcasm band shows a rock-and-roll medley setting the
records straight as the very rst Rakrakan sa Manggahan champion.

‘Rcasm’ rst Rakrakan sa Manggahan champ
The inclement weather did not
stop the rst ever Rakrakan sa
Manggahan: Battle of Live Bands
in rocking the stage leading the
victory for Rcasm as the champion.
Eight bands converged at the
Food Court Area in San Miguel,
Jordan, Guimaras to join the event
namely:
Dahon
Kamote,
Blue
Overcast, RR Band, Chemistry II,
The OTS Band, Gray Band, and
Crossre. They were tasked to

perform 2 songs, 1 for rock and 1
ballad song.
Atty. Jehiel Cusa, Chairman of the
Committee, recognized and thanked
the participating bands and spectators
for their presence and support despite
the delays caused by the heavy rain
that afternoon.
All bands played to a packed
audience of friends, parents and fans.
Their sets demonstrated a wide
variety of styles and inuences with

songs from the likes of Eraserheads,
Journey and Rico Blanco.
Rcasm’s rendition of Crazy Train
By Ozzy Osborne and Bohemian
Rapsody by Queen secured them the
top spot bringing home P 15,000.00
Meanwhile, the second place
went to Crossre Band receiving P
10,000.00 and P 5,000.00 prize went
to Chemistry II.
The event is sponsored by Coca
cola.

First body-painting contest exhibits ‘Bugana’
Manggahan
Festival
2018
“Bugana” theme was exhibited
during the rst ever body-painting
contest in the island.
The event was launched to
showcase the talent of Guimarasnon
artists and for them to express their
artistry and how they will interpret this
year’s theme “Bugana: Celebrating the
Silver Glory of Manggahan Festival”.
Seven aspiring artists coming from
different municipalities participated in
the event which lasted for three hours.
Angelo Endencio from Hoskyn
Jordan was judged as the winner while
Michil E. Odin, also from Hoskyn,
placed second and Dante Fernandez
from Alaguisoc placed third.
Their respective art/masterpiece
were critiqued by three judges: Sean
Edgely, an English language fellow
of the US State Department who
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implements cultural and educational
programs; Vicenzo Palminteri, an
Italian Artist who graduated from
Italy, a Master Goldsmith, painter
and sculptor in Panay Island and the
Chief Judge Allen Rivera Galindo, a
fashion photographer, pageant and
lm director, actor, writer and cultural
worker.
The artists were instructed to have
a model who would serve as their
canvass and must be at least 18 years
old.
This event was made possible
through the help and effort of the Body
Painting Committee and was sponsored
by Mr. and Mrs. Rex Gabales.
SP
Members
Cyril
Beltran
andJosena De la Cruz gave their
messages
of
appreciation
and
encouragement to all participants to
continue their passion for the arts.

ART REVOLUTION. Models exhibit the works of
the artists that participated in the body-painting
contest of the Manggahan Festival.

Students on summer job slightly increased this year
The
Special
Program
for
Employment of Students (SPES)
beneciaries slightly increased from
146 students in 2017 to 200 in 2018.
Through the SPES program, the
Provincial Government had provided
employment for the poor but deserving
students, out of school youth, and
dependents of displaced or would be
displaced workers with only 60% of
wage/ salary paid was charged to the
Provincial Government.
SPES beneciaries had an
exposure on working for 30 days with
different departments and units within
the provincial government system.
The “SPES babies”, as they are
called by the Provincial Government
Coordinator and employees took
their oath together with Ms. Brenda
Dajay of Provincial Human Resource

and Development Ofce (PHRMDO)
on April 16, 2018 at the Provincial
Capitol Canopy, San Miguel, Jordan,
Guimaras.
With the help of
Provincial
Economic and Development Ofce
(PEDO) and in partnership with the
Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE), the summer job will help the
underprivileged but deserving students
to understand more their duties and
responsibilities from their application
up to employment.
“Daku gid nga bulig sa akun kay
sa sulod sang tatlo ka tuig, nakabulig
ako sa akun nga pamilya pamaagi sa
pinansyal kag sa pang tuition ko sa
akun eskwelahan,” said Ernold Tadlas
II, one of the SPES beneciaries from
Barangay Piña, Buenavista, Guimaras.
According to DOLE, SPES also

gives students the opportunity to
experience work and as well enhance
their capabilities as future members of
the workforce.
SPES
report
provided
that
“aside from monetary value SPES
beneciaries learned a lot of things
and had been trained on different
tasks given to them by their immediate
supervisor where they assigned and
they gained experiences on how to
deal with their supervisors, co-workers,
clients and other people they worked
with”.
This program had been a great
opportunity they had availed which
had provided them with temporary
employment during summer. Their
income from this summer job had
augmented the funds they need for
next school year or semester.

NEDA holds RDP roadshow in Guimaras

The 2017-2022 Western Visayas
Regional Development Plan (RDP)
was presented to local ofcials and
major stakeholders and leaders in
the Province of Guimaras by the
National Economic Development
Authority (NEDA) ROVI on June 29,
2018 at the GTIC Function Hall, San
Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.
The RDP is the “blueprint of socioeconomic development in Western
Visayas in the medium term.”
The RDP “spells out the region’s

development
direction
towards
achieving the goals and targets of the
Philippine Development Plan 20172022, the 0 to 10 socio-economic
agenda of the Duterte administration
and the Sustainable Development
Goals adopted by the United Nations.”
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin, in his
speech, cited the importance of sharing
the tasks towards development.
“We have to align and identify our
responsibilities towards our goal,” he
said.

“It is high time to become one
province and one region,” he added.
Engr. Gilberto A. Altura, OIC
Assistant Regional Director, NEDAVI and RDC Secretary, presented the
overview of the RDP, understanding
the roles of development partners
and development challenges of the
region.
Targets and strategies for macro
economy and governance, socioeconomic and infrastructure sectors
were likewise discussed.
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“We are ready to provide things:
indi lang sa nancial form, kungdi
a touch nga mahatag nga respect
sa PWDs,” Gorvernor Samuel T.
Gumarin said during the Magna Carta
for Persons with Disability (PWD)
Orientation on June 22, 2018.
65 stakeholders from different
sectors, agencies and partners of
Guimaras attended the said activity
at the GTIC Function Hall organized
by the Provincial Social Welfare and
Development Ofce (PSWDO).
Gumarin emphasized the help that
can be extended to the PWDs.
“Sometimes, they couldn’t see, they
couldn’t hear, naka-depend sila sa aton
para maka-hear kag makakita sila, in
other words kinanglanon nila ang imo
kag aton bulig,” he said.
The said event aims to enhance
the knowledge and skills of Local
Government Unit (LGU) workers and
to update stakeholders on the policies,
strategies and directions in program
implementation.
Furthermore, Ms. Elena Salazar,
Social Worker Ofcer II, Department
of Social Welfare and Development

FROM EXPERIENCE. On a wheelchair, Ms. Dolores M.
Laudenorio of the National Anti-Poverty Council Region
VI talks about Batas Pambansa Blg. 344.

Gumarin on PWDs: More than
nancial support, give respect
(DSWD) - Guimaras discussed the
Republic Act (RA) 7277 as amended to
R.A. 9442 (Magna Carta for PWD).
The R.A. 9442 (Magna Carta for
PWD) purpose is to provide persons
with disability, the opportunity to
participate fully into the mainstream of
society by granting them at least twenty
percent (20%) discount in all basic
services.

Meanwhile, Mr. Perseus Ledesma
Cordova
of
Disabled
People’s
Organizations Humanity and Inclusion
Handicap International, shared the
Batas Pambansa Bilang 344 Inclusive
Environment and Ms. Dolores M.
Laudenorio of National Anti-Poverty
Council Region VI, Regional PWD
Consultant, tackled Batas Pambansa
Bilang 344 Barrier Free.

Biz, jobs, livelihood get featured on economic dev’t day
Different
employment-related
agencies both from public and nongovernment institutions converged
feature in the spotlight businesses, job
opportunities, and livelihood during
the Economic Development Day of
Manggahan Festival 2018
Held at the Provincial Capitol on May
17, the event was led by the Provincial
Economic Development Ofce (PEDO)
in coordination with the Department of
Labor and Employment (DOLE).
The event included a jobs fair which
was participated in by 12 local employers
and 9 overseas employers.
A total of 183 Guimarasnon applicants
were considered for employment.
Seventeen (17) job seekers were hired
on the spot.
One Stop Shop for National
Government Agencies (NGAs) was
likewise conducted.
It was participated by the Overseas
Workers
Welfare
Administration
(OWWA), Bureau of Fire Protection
(BFP), Department of Science and
Technology (DOST), Philippine Overseas
Employment Administration (POEA),
Department of Trade and Industry
(DTI), Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA), Technical Education and Skills
Development
Authority
(TESDA),
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), Department of Labor
and Employemnt (DOLE), Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA), Social Security
System (SSS), and Philippine Health
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JOB HUNT. Guimarasnons young job seekers apply for jobs during the Economic Development Day
of Manggahan Festival 2018.

Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth).
Health and wellness services were
also set up at the Capitol Canopy to bring
free manicure, pedicure, hair cutting and
massage services to interested clients
and guests.
It was sponsored by the Araya
Learning Center.
A free eye check-up was also
conducted by the Vision Medix Eye Clinic.
A Skills Demonstration was held with
Bartending exhibition by the Guimaras
State College students, Table Napkin
Folding and Table Skirting by TESDA
trainees.
There were also booth display of
Negosyo and Kabuhayan Showcase at

the Capitol Canopy in which DTI, DOST,
DOLE, DENR, TESDA, ONB, Arraya,
RRLS, LBP, POAS, and Department of
Tourism joined in to provide livelihood
opportunities to interested clients.
The PEDO also conducted an
Economic Forum in which agencies from
DTI, NETF-Dungganon, DOST, DENR,
TESDA, DOLE, OWWA, and DOT
presented their respective Programs and
Services for Negosyo and Kabuhayan.
Participants
from
SMEs,
cooperatives, registered associations,
and Integrated Women’s Alliance in
Guimaras were able to get the chance
to raise their questions, issues, and
concerns to a particular presenter.

Police, social welfare forces briefed
on child protection, cyber safety

Some 25 police personnel and
social workers were invited to join
a one day seminar on Child Sexual
Abuse Protection and Cyber Safety
at the Provincial Social Welfare
and Development Ofce (PSWDO)
Conference Room, San Miguel

Jordan, Guimaras on June 25, 2018.
The activity was realized through
the partnership of the Guimaras Police
Provincial Ofce (GPPO) through
Women and Children’s Protection
Desk (WCPD) headed by Police Senior
Inspector Marie Faith S. Superio and

PSWDO headed by Shirly G. Gabutin.
The said seminar aims to equip
the knowledge that strengthens the
frontline service providers and to have
effective and efcient delivery of social
services in the LGU.
Further,
the
participants
underwent in three different lectures,
to wit: Basic Child and Sexual Abuse
Protection (CSAP), Cyber Safety and
other Cyber Crimes.
Meanwhile, the said seminar
is related to the Republic Act (R.A.)
no. 9775, known as the Anti-Child
Pornography Act of 2009, an act
dening the crime of child pornography,
prescribing penalties therefor and for
other purposes.
The State recognizes the vital role
of the youth in nation building and shall
promote and protect their physical,
moral, spiritual, intellectual, emotional,
psychological and social well-being.
The said activity is likewise
attended by Police Superintendent
Alberto Pabalan of GPPO.

As
Manggahan
Festival
continued, the 4th Rescuelympics
started with new set of rubrics to give
spice on the competition.
In a joint effort of the Provincial Risk
Reduction and Management Council
(PDRRMC) headed by Ms. Teresita
Siason and the Bureau of Fire Protection
(BFP), Secondary Level or High
School Category was added to the said
competition along with the Barangay
Level Category.
The said competition aims to
enhance the knowledge, skills, and
capacities of the responders in
managing various emergencies and
disasters and to learn the management
approaches and strategies in dealing
with calamities and in safeguarding the
communities.
Ayangan National High School
from the Municipality of Sibunag took
home the gold for the Secondary Level
Category while Barangay Supang from
the Municipality of Buenavista declared
the winner for the Barangay Level
Category.

Both champions showed their
teamwork and accuracy on different
level of Rescue Techniques, such as:
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation, Patient
Transfer, Low Lying Technique and
Situational Analysis & Application.

PDRRM Ofcer Ms. Mafe Lamasan,
BFP Ofcers Sussie May Magan and
Milagrosa Adorador, Mr. Randy Pleñago
from Iloilo City Emergency Response
(ICER) and Ms. Mary Henz Antonette
Bano, served as judges.

END VAWC. A strong advocate of Ending Violence Against Women and Children, PSI Marie Faith S.
Superio of the Guimaras Police Provincial Ofce discusses pertinent laws on child protection, cyber
safety and cyber crimes.

4th Rescuelympics level up

ALWAYS READY. Rescuers from the town of Sibunag exhibit their response skills and capabilities as
part of the 2018 Rescuelympics.

GUIMARAS EMPLOYMENT RATE: 95%
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority (as of January 2016)
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Why Guimaras mangoes are world famous?

When we hear of Guimaras, we
taste mangoes. But really, how did

we come to this almost instinctive
and automatic conclusion? Easy!
Guimaras is the Guinness World
Record holder for having the
sweetest mangoes in the world!
The pride and wonder of Guimaras
is the Super Galila mangoes. It has 22.3
degrees Brix (oBx). Brix is the sugar
content of an aqueous solution. One
degree Brix is one gram of sucrose in 100
grams of solution, and represents the
strength of the solution as percentage
by mass. oBx is traditionally used in the
wine, sugar, carbonated beverage, fruit
juice, and honey industries to measure
the sugar content.
In simple words, GUIMARAS
MANGOES ARE THE SWEETEST!
You may ask why.
Due to its distinct weather of
dry and wet season, the soil rich in
calcium salts known as lime which is
an important element in fruit-growing,
and the sea breeze that surrounds the

island, Guimaras was and is dubbed as
the Mango Country of Visayas and the
Island of the Sweetest Mangoes.
Guimaras Mangoes are the only
mangoes to have passed the quality
standards and quarantine measures
required for export by the United States
Department of Agriculture. Likewise,
Guimaras Mangoes are the only ones
imported by Australia, Canada, England,
Hong Kong, and Singapore among
others. Moreover, Guimaras produces
the mangoes which are internationally
certied with Area Freedom Certication
to be free from mango seed and pulp
weevils.
Apart from these distinctions,
Guimaras Mangoes are the only
mangoes served at the White House
and the Buckingham Palace. You can
never doubt the palates of heads-ofstate and royalties.
Why choose Guimaras Mangoes?
Simple. They are the best!

3K plus women troop for IWAG day

PAINTING THE TOWN PINK. Thousands of IWAG members all over Guimaras
gathered to celebrate together with Congresswoman Ma. Lucille Nava (center).

More than 3,000 women from
all over the island-province of
Guimaras trooped at the Food Court
Area for the rst ever Integrated
Women’s Alliance of Guimaras
(IWAG) Day.
The brainchild of Congresswoman
Ma. Lucille L. Nava, the said event
aims to gather the different clusters of
women in the ve municipalities.
The registration for the Municipality
of Buenavista was able to record 900
participants; 1,100 for Nueva Valencia;
438 for San Lorenzo; 438 from
Sibunag; and 369 from Jordan.
The scorching heat of the summer
was no match for the determination
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and desire of the women to rejoice
and get-together in the day allocated
to them.
They started with a parade from
San Miguel Central School that led
them to the Food Court Area, Provincial
Capitol Grounds.
They
were
welcomed
by
Congresswoman
Nava,
Governor
Samuel T. Gumarin, Vice Governor John
Edward G. Gando, and SP Member
Josena G. Dela Cruz.
The program for the day included a
singing and dance competition.
For the singing competition,
representatives from each municipality
rendered a song number.

Buenavista sent in three participants
but the winner came from Nueva
Valencia, with a score of 84%. The
prize at stake for the champion was
Php 2,000.00 and a consolation prize
of Php 500.00 each for non-winning
participants.
A bigger prize was allotted for the
dance presentation, with Php 5,000.00
for the champion, and Php 1,000.00 for
the non-winning groups.
The dance group composed
of dancers from Avila and Banban,
Buenavista, was declared the Champion
with a score of 80.33%.
Rafe draws and games were
scheduled throughout the afternoon.

FULL GEARS. Eager to dethrone the defending
champion of Moturtle 2017, Mr. Ronel Ganancial,
in the slowest pace, and in full gears, moves his
registered motor vehicle, towards the nish line.

Ronel Ganancial, a
motorcycle and tricycle
driver
from
Barangay
Espinosa,
kissed
the
victory tape of the Moturtle
race 2.0 on May 12, 2018.
He received a cash prize
of Php 10,000.00 and a
customized wooden Moturtle
Race trophy.

Jordan rider wins
Moturtle Race 2.0
Mark Micor Galve from Nueva
Valencia got the second place and won
a cash prize of Php 8,000.00; Devin
Davila from Jordan brought a cash prize
of Php 5,000.00 as the third place and
Rene Magbanua of Sibunag took Php
3,000.00 for the fourth place.
The second Guimaras Moturtle
Race 2.0 was organized during
Manggahan Festival 2018 to promote
road safety in the province.
MoTurtle Race is a compound form
of the word “motorcycle” and “turtle”.
It represents the advocacy of slow
driving especially for motorcycle drivers.
Jaypee Kein Entredicho, Public
Information Ofcer III, said that the race
likewise aims to disseminate public
information on the importance of slow
driving.
He further said that it also advocates
for all the road trafc-related laws and
policies in the Philippines not only for
motorcycle drivers but for other types of
vehicles.
Moreover, the said activity is
eyed to encourage awareness of the
Guimarasnons through information
and education campaign of pertinent
advocacies on road safety, inculcate the
standards of safe driving and launch the
Road Safety Advocacy and Plan of the
present administration.
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Experience Manggahan
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It is not new to us Filipinos
to deeply consider how we spend
our summer vacations. So to help
you decide, let us persuade you to
explore one of the top destinations in
the country today: the sweet island of
Guimaras!
Apart from being the Mango
Province of the Philippines, Guimaras
has excelled in promoting various
tourism circuits which cater to tourists’
preference. These seven tourism circuits
are divided into: Agri-Eco, CommunityBased Rural Tourism, Historical,
Educational,
Sight-Seeing,
Island
Hopping, and Bike Circuits.
The Agri-Eco Circuit consists of
a dozen agricultural and ecological
locations all over the island province of
Guimaras. It promotes organic vegetable
and fruit producing farms which includes:
Guimaras Wonders Farm, Dasal
Organic Vegetable Farm, Big Fortune

marooned coastal wastes. San Roque
CBRT is home to Suba Malawig. Sapal
CBRT houses its nipa, baryos, and
buri weaving community. Rizal CBRT
focuses on miniature galleon and boat
making. Tamborong CBRT presents the
pilgrimage site and peaceful retreat area.
The Educational and Research
Circuit includes a visit to locations
connected to food innovation, marine
reserve, crop development, and nature
conservation and preservation. Places
in this circuit include McNester Food
Processing Factory where mangoes
and other fruits are turned into jams
and juices, Taklong Island National
Marine Reserve, GTIC Pasalubong
Center, Bureau of Plant Indusry (BPI)
– Guimaras National Crop, Research
Development Support Center, Southeast
Asian Fisheries Development Center
(SEAFDEC);
Guimaras
Provincial
Capitol, Big Fortune Farm, and the

colonization is on top of this circuit, along
with McArthur’s Headquarters which
was built as the fortress of the Americans
in the 1800s. Bala-an Bukid, Trappist
Monastery,
Consoler’s
Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church, and Holy Family
Hills are also within this circuit.
The Island Hopping Circuit is
especially made for those who love the
sun, sea, and sand. The tour covers Sto.
Niño Island, Ave Maria Islet, Isla Naburot,
Baras Beach, Jordan Marine Reserve,
Taklong Island, and the Southeast
Asian Fisheries Development Center
(SEAFDEC) Igang Marine Substation.
Coves, sandbars, rock formations,
mangroves, numerous islets, white sand
beaches, and abundant marine life are
the stars of this circuit, making Guimaras
a year-round summer paradise for both
locals and tourists.
Finally,
Guimaras
has
also
organized the Sightseeing Circuit which

Farm, and Spring Bloom Farm. It also
promotes resorts and tours to those who
want to reconnect with nature in places
like Neptune Pittman Garden Resort
and Spa, Camp Alfredo, and Suba
Malawig Eco-Tour which is comprised
of 6 kilometers of sand bars, inhabited
islets, mangroves, white beaches, and
sea grasses. It also features McNester
Food Factory, Sapal Weaving Village,
Bureau of Plant Industry-National Crop
Research Development Support Center,
GTIC Pasalubong Center, and Trappist
Gift Shop.
On the other hand, CBRT or
Experiential Tourism Circuit was
developed to enjoin the host communities
to protect and conserve the environment,
promote cultural heritage, and create
opportunities for locals. Hoskyn CBRT
features the tultul making industry,
where salt slabs are created from dagsa,

JBLFMU Ecological Park.
A popular destination is the Igang
Marine Station in SEAFDEC, which
consists of four islets and oating
sh cages that hold different species
of marine life. The station provides
marine-related technical and research
assistance to local farmers as well as
stakeholders from Southeast Asian
countries.
The Historical Circuit brings local
and foreign tourists to sites which are of
great historical signicance to the island.
Roca Encantada, the mansion-atop-ahill of the Lopezes and considered as a
cultural heritage belongs to this circuit.
Along with it is the Old Guisi Lighthouse,
one of the two oldest lighthouses built
during the Spanish colonial times in
Guimaras. Navalas Church, the oldest
Catholic Church built with sillar or
coral rocks during the early Spanish

covers galleon making, Roca Encantada,
Navalas Church, Holy Family Hills, OLPTrappist Monastery, Neptune Pittman
Garden Resort and Spa, Bureau of Plant
Indusry (BPI) – Guimaras National Crop,
Research Development Support Center,
Valle Verde, Guisi Lighthouse, JBLFMU
Ecological Park, and Alubihod Beach
Areas.
Valle Verde is a mountain resort
famous for its panoramic and picturesque
view of Lawi cove and Iloilo Strait, and
the hot spring found 300-steps below.
On the other hand, the most popular part
of this circuit may just be the series of
Alubihod Beaches in Nueva Valencia.
So whatever adventure you want to
indulge yourself in, Guimaras offers you
more than a handful of choices. May it
be for adventure, vacation, education,
immersion or an attempt to moving on,
Guimaras is your island paradise.

Experience Guimaras

#CapitolVisit

Members of the Philippine Councilor’s league from angono, Rizal

International riders
from Australia
and kuwait

Researcher from the University of the philippines-visayas and
the iLoilo Science of technology university
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Philippine coast guard

Organizing committee of the
philippine festival in tokyo, Japan

Sen. Cynthia Villar
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