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GET TO KNOW THE STATE OF OUR PROVINCE.

AN INFORMED GUIMARASNON IS AN EMPOWERED CITIZEN.

#SOPA2018
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A 90-year old Guimarasnon set the 
record of being the oldest passer of 
the Alternative Learning System of the 
Department of Education (DepEd) (ALS) 
in the country.

Mr. Jose Gandecela of Barangay 
Dolores in the town of Nueva Valencia 
 nished the 10-month curriculum last 
October 2017 and passed the examination 

that was given last March 11, 2018.
However, only recently  that DepEd 

gave the con rmation that Gandecela 
passed the ALS.

DepEd-Guimaras ALS coordinator 
Jessie Gamalanga explained that they 
need to send Gandecela’s birth certi cate 
to DepEd central of ce before he was 
declared an ALS passer.

Countries and local governments 
units (LGUs) in the East Asian region 
will be going to the island-province of 
Guimaras on November 29 to 30, 2018.

Being one of the youngest implementers 
of the Integrated Coastal Management 
(ICM) Program, Guimaras was chosen 
to be the host of this year’s forum during 
the Partnerships in Environmental 
Management for the Seas of East Asia 
Network of Local Governments (PNLG) 
Forum in Sanya Visun Yacht Hotel, Sanya 
City, Hainan Province, China on December 
6, 2017.

Environmental Ministers and chief 
executives from Cambodia, China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Korea, 
Thailand and Vietnam will represent each 
of their organizations.

As an annual practice, they will be 
convening for the Forum to discuss issues 
and concerns relative to the implementation 
of the Integrated Coastal Management.

This year’s forum will be held at Andana 
Resort in the town of Nueva Valencia on 
November 29th.

A series of carousel tours for all the 

Sitting comfortably in his living room, 
the nonagenarian felt that he has achieved 
what he has not done during his younger 
years, and that is to  nish his high school 
studies and would like to continue to have 
a bachelor’s degree if only he has the 
physical strength.

Gandecela disclosed that it was 
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his children, grandchildren and now 
deceased wife Francesca A. Gandecela, 
that encouraged him to study under the 
alternative learning system.

FROM CRADLE TO GRAVE
He took this as an opportunity to 

learn more because for him, there is no 
age limit in gaining more knowledge.

“Challenge man to. Siling bala nila 
nga ang edukasyon wala sang limit. 
Ang limit lang kun patay na ang isa ka 
tawo. Amo na ang ginasiling nila nga 
“education begins at the cradle and 
ends at the grave”. Kun patay na ang 
isa ka tawo wala na. Pero mientras 
buhi, wala naga-untat ang kinaalam nga 
mahibaluan,” Gandecela said. 

Engulfed with emotions, “Tatay 
Jose” as he is fondly called, shared 
that while he was preparing to take the 
exam, his wife who died of colon cancer, 
was being laid in state.

But this did not  stop him from taking 
the ALS exam according to Gandecela, 
even deferred the burial of his loved 
one.

One thing he is sure of according to 
Tatay Jose, his wife is proud of what he 
has achieved.

Beaming with pride, Gandecela 

said that he would frame his certi cate 
and hang it on the wall as the wall as the 
testament of his hardships.

The golden ager shared that no 
matter how he wanted to study when he 
was young, his parents could not afford 
to send him to school.

World War II and the absence of 
secondary institutions in the province of 
Guimaras were some of the factors that 
prevented him in reaching his dream to 
 nish his education.

BORN LEADER
The former barangay captain hopes 

that this accomplishment would inspire 
the today’s youth and a challenge for 
his fellow ALS leaners to strive hard.

Meeting everyday needs is a 
struggle even for professionals with 
stable source of income, and more 
ardous for those who have no education, 
said Gandecela. 

It is better to use the brain than your 
shoulders while earning a living, added 
Tatay Jose. 

“Tinguha-on man nila (the out-of-
school youth) tani nga mag-eskwela 
nga kung pwede lang nga asta college 
kung makalambot sila. Kay budlay man 
kung wala nahibaluan. Syempre mag-
apply sila ubra, ila abaga ang gamiton 
imbes nga ulo. Kinahanglan magtuon 
sila maayo,” he adds.

Mr. Gandecela also devoted his life 
serving his constituents in the village of 
Dolores.

He was apppointed Teniente 
del Barrio during the time of former 
President Diosdado Macapagal and 
served as village chief for 29 years 
without salary.

However, Gandecela recalled that 
Congress passed Republic At 2370 that 
grants autonomy to the barrios; thus, the 
head of the village should be elected.

Republic Act 3590 otherwise known 
as the Revised Barrio Charter was then 
enacted, changing the title of the village 
chief to Barangay Captain from Teniente 
del Barrio.

Tatay Jose was the  rst elected 
barangay captain of Dolores, Nueva 
Valencia.

It was in 1989 that Gandecela 
decided to take a rest from public 
service.

Nevertheless, public service is in 
his blood; thus, he can not refuse, when 
he was chosen to  ll the vacant seat for 
Barangay Kagawad in 1992 and went to 
serve for another nine years.

Gandecela will serve as an 
inspirational speaker during his 
graduation from Alternative Learning 
System in November and will also 
speak in front of his fellow elders during 
the Senior Citizens Week celebration of 
the province on October 31, 2018.

MR. JOSE GANDECELA
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Mr. Matt Keener, Cultural Affairs 
Of cer, and Mr. Philip Roskamp, 
Public Affairs Counselor of the United 
States Embassy in Philippines, led 
the coral planting activity in one 
marine protected area in the province 
of Guimaras.

The two visited the Tanluc Marine 
Protected Area in Barangay Tando, 
Nueva Valencia, Guimaras on August 
17, 2018 as part of the endeavor of the 
US Government Alumni Associatio n in 
Panay and Guimaras (USGAA-PG).

Keener and Roskamp themselves, 
inspected the protected area and 
spearheaded the coral planting 
activity together with some youth 
and Sangguniang Kabataan (SK) 
chairpersons of the province.

The group also gave empowerment 
talks to the youth participants, 
highlighting the importance of marine 
ecosystem conservation.

US diplomats lead coral planting

As his  rst trip outside Metro 
Manila, Keener could not have picked 
a better place.

The American diplomat, who is also 
an environmentalist, was grateful for the 
opportunity to do something worthwhile 
for the environment.

Keener, however, admitted that 
one of the reasons he was lured to 
Guimaras is the famous mangoes, 
which the province is known for.

His family are mango lovers 
according to Keener.

“I just arrived in the Philippines 
three weeks ago and this is my frist trip 
outside of Manila. And I couldn’t have 
picked a better one. We’ve got to see 
the sea, we’ve got to see the green... 
You don’t have traf c like Manila. So, 
this is pretty fantastic! In fact, we love 
mangoes, and my family. So, this is the 
best place to come as well,” Keener 
said.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
expressed his gratitude to the American 
embassy of cials for their concern to 
the marine environment of the province.

What is Guimaras now, is the 
product of its environment according to 
the governor.

It is the province’s desire according 
to Gumarin that Guimarasnons would 
grow together with its environment.

“It takes us years to replenish our 
corals and also our sea grasses. With 
your presence, hopefully, we can do 
much more for Guimaras. For the last 
26 years, we are working as an eco-
agri-tourism capital. What we have 
now is the result of our environment. 
So, we want to protect it, we want to 
preserve it, and we want to make sure 
that as Guimarasnon grows, we grow 
together with our environment. So, we 
consider Guimaras as a green island. 
We embrace the principles of the 
Greenpeace, that we will only use green 
power for Guimaras,” Gumarin said.

The Guimaras Provincial 
Employment and Services Of ce 
(PESO) was hailed as the grand 
champion under the Fourth 
Class Province Category in the 
Regional Search for Best PESO 
of the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE).

This was materialized after the 
Guimaras PESO placed the highest 
number of job seekers in Western 
Visayas. 

Miss Elena V. Quezon, PESO 
manager, explained that PESO-
Guimaras do not only actively work 
for creating jobs but inculcates 
to Guimarasnons the importance 
of starting their own business or 
collectively initiate a livelihood 
program as a source of income.

This, Quezon said, is the edge of 
the Guimaras PESO, paving the way 

Guimaras PESO best in Western Visayas
for the province to reap the award.

The recognition is also a testament 
of the commitment of the provincial 
government to the “Trabaho, Negosyo, 
Kabuhayan” program of the DOLE and 
Department of Trade and Industry.

“This was materialized through 
the strong support of the provincial 
government. We only not create jobs 
but we teach them how to start their 
own business. The PESO’s goals are 
also in line with the “Trabaho, Negosyo, 
Kabuhayan” strategy of the DOLE and 
Department of Trade and Industry. 
We’ve helped the job seekers, as well 
as OFWs who come home,” Quezon 
said. 

The winners were selected based 
on the criteria set by the DOLE-Bureau 
of Local Employment.

The accolade was personally 
received by Governor Samuel T. 

Gumarin and PESO Manager Elena 
V. Quezon during the 7th Regional 
Career Guidance, Employment and 
Human Resource Congress held 
at San Antonio Resort, Barangay 
Baybay, Roxas City, Capiz last 
September 12, 2018.

With this award, the Guimaras 
PESO will be a nominee to the 
national search for Best PESO, 
province category. 

Quezon is hoping that the 
provincial PESO will replicate the 
success on the national level which 
the awarding ceremony will be held 
on October 24-26, 2018.

Institutionalized last December 
2017 through Ordinance No. 2017-
015, the PESO according to Quezon 
has been instrumental for providing 
jobs and alternative source of income 
for the people of Guimaras.

GREEN WARRIORS. US diplomats Mr. Keener and Mr. Roskamp interface with Governor Samuel 
T. Gumarin and GSC President Dr. Rogelio Artajo, Jr. with the different youth group leaders.

Photo taken during the actual diving of US 
diplomats for the coral-planting activity.
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Guimaras local mango growers 
were primed to trade in South Korea.

Consultation about the plan of 
exporting mangoes in South Korea was 
conducted by Secretary Emmanuel F. 
Piñol of the Depertment of Agriculture 
(DA) with the mango growers of the 
province on September 5, 2018 at the 

Bureau of Plant Industry – National Crop 
Research, Development and Production 
Support Center (BPI – NCRDPSC), San 
Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

The plan for the exportation of 
Guimaras mango to South Korea and 
the programs of the DA supporting the 
mango industry of the province were 
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delegates will be set on the following 
day.

ECO-TOURS
The delegates will be visiting 

the different eco-tourism sites of the 
island particularly the different Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) under the 
ICM Program.

One of the sites to be visited is 
the Taklong Island National Marine 
Reserve (TINMR) which was cited 
as the most outstanding National 
Integrated Protected Area System 
(NIPAS) Marine Protected Area 
(MPA) in the Philippines.

Dubbed as the crowned jewel of 
the province, TINMR bested the other 
36 national  nalist of ‘Para el MAR’ 
which means ‘for the sea’, a National 
Award that highlights best practices in 
MPA management in the Philippines 
and recognizes outstanding local 
efforts in conserving and sustainably 
managing our coastal and marine 
resources.

Igang Bay Marine Sanctuary, 
Pamanculan Fish Sanctuary, Igang 
Marine Station (IMS) - SEAFDEC 
Aquaculture Department, Tan-
Luc Marine Protected Area and 
Tumalintinan Point Marine Protected 
Area are a few of the eco-sites to be 
visited.

San Lorenzo Wind Farm, Guisi 
Light House, Barangay Dolores 
Marine and Fish Haven, Jordan Marine 
Turtle Sanctuary, and Guimaras 

National Crop Research, Development 
and Production Support Center also 
form part of the tour packages for the 
delegates and ministers.

GUIMARAS ICM
While strengthening its major 

economic drivers, the province of 
Guimaras  exes its coastal muscle to 
protect the natural assets of the island.

With ICM as the island’s key 
developmental strategy, Guimaras 
was hailed champion in Environmental 
Governance under the Excellence in 
Local Governance (EXCELL) Awards 
2017.

Meanwhile, for social, 
administrative and economic 
governance categories, the province 
consistently ranked 2nd runner-up.

The EXCELL awards is a program 
of the DILG Region VI that recognizes 
the best practices, achievements, and 
innovations in areas of governance, 
administration, social services, 
economic development, environmental 
management and local legislation.

It also serves as a driving force 
for local government units to adopt 
transparency and accountability in 
governance, positively reinforce good 
performers, popularize and streamline 
best practices, and identify possible 
interventions for improvement.

While Guimaras ICM took 
off because of the 2006 oil spill, 
it has continued taking strides in 
environmental management.

The PNLG Forum is one platform 
for Guimaras ICM best practices to be 

showcased.

PEMSEA AND PNLG
PEMSEA is an intergovernmental 

organization operating in East Asia 
to foster and sustain healthy and 
resilient oceans, coasts, communities 
and economies across the region.

PNLG as a network has 45 regular 
members in nine countries in the 
East Asian region and two associate 
members. 

The following are the members of 
the PNLG:
Preah Sihanouk, Kampot, Kep, and 
koh Kong, Cambodia; Changyi, 
Dongying, Fangchenggang, Haikou, 
Haiyang, Laoting, Lianyungang, 
Qinzhou, Quanzhou, Xiamen, Pingtan, 
Sanya, Beihai City, Wenzhou in China; 
Badung Regency, Bali Province, 
Buleleng Regency, Denpasar City, 
Gianyar Regency, Jakarta Province, 
Jembrana Regency, Tangerang, 
Karangasem Regency, Klungklung 
Regency, Sukabumi Regency, 
Tabanan Regency in Indonesia; 
Shima, Japan; Sepang, Northern 
Selangor, Port Klang in Malaysia; 
Bataan, Batangas, Cavite and 
Guimaras in Philippines; Changwon, 
Shihwa, and Ansan, Republic of 
Korea; Chonburi, Thailand; Danang, 
Quang Nam and Thua Thien Hue in 
Vietnam.
 

As a self-sustaining network of 
LGUs, its members share the use 
of the same ICM framework and 
processes.

SUPPORT LOCAL. DA 
Secretary Piñol discusses 
strategies for the plan 
of exporting Guimaras 
mangoes in South Korea 
during his interface with 
local growers and farmers.

Local growers map out 
‘ mango trade’ in SoKor

discussed.
Further, Sec. Piñol identi ed Mr. 

Dennis Bialen as the consultant to 
assist in the rehabilitation of Guimaras 
mango.

Mr. Felipe Gamarcha, president 
of Guimaras Mango Growers and 
Producers Development Cooperative 
(GMGPDC) mentioned his newly 
acquired knowledge from the 
consultation.

“The activity is so inspiring, 
providing us the alternative, so far as 
assistance in the proposed enterprise 
and the opening of marketing sequent 
both on export and domestic market,” 
he said.

“Furthermore, this is the opportunity 
for us to raise issues concerning mango 
production and marketing,” he added.

Present participants were the 
GMGPDC and other stakeholders.

The said consultation was attended 
by Govenor Samuel T. Gumarin, Director 
Remelyn R. Recoter MNSA, CESO III 
of Regional Executive Director, DA RFO 
6, and Mr. Ronnie D. Morante, Provicial 
Agriculturist.
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that is favorable to both the growers and 
the investors.

Guimaras has a total of 7,290 
mango growers. The mango population 
is now at 274, 822 trees but they are 
not fully maximized due to the limited 
resources of growers, especially on 
 nancing. Only about 40 percent of the 
mango trees are induced, he said.

However, with the help of the DA 
and investors, it could reach up to 70 to 
80 percent.

Morante said that based on 
history, the highest production in the 

province was only 12, 732 metric tons. 
If maximized, it can reach up to 20,000 
metric tons.

“There will be more contractors 
who will go back and invest because 
they know there is a market,” he said.

They will also be identifying areas 
that they can open to investors. They 
expect to thresh out the details next 
month.

At present, 70 percent of the 
mango plantation in Guimaras is 
grown in backyards and 30 percent 
in the orchards. Except for one small 
plantation that sells its product abroad, 
the other mango produce goes to the 

local market.
Once the production has improved, 

one of the possible markets is South 
Korea, Morante said.

President Rodrigo Duterte gifted 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
with premium mangoes from Guimaras 
during his state visit to South Korea 
in June. During the visit, they found 
out that the price of a box with nine 
mangoes equivalent to two kilograms 
costs USD50 US, Morante quoted 
Secretary Piñol as saying.

“It was so far the sweetest mango 
that’s why they prefer to get from 
Guimaras,” he said. /PNA 
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VisMin unions en 
masse in Guimaras

United for employees’ welfare, 
public sector unions from Visayas 
and Mindanao archipelagoes 
convened in the island – province of 
Guimaras for the  rst time.

Some 147 public sector employees 
who are members of the different Public 
Sector Unions (PSUs) from Visayas 
and Mindanao attended the said forum 
entitled “Visayas and Mindanao Public 
Sector Unions” on September 19-21, 
2018 at the Provincial Covered Gym, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

Director Vizur-Ty C. Gaitano shared 
how the New Guimaras Provincial 
Employees Association (NGPEA) 
becomes an example for other unions. 
“The birth of an effective and ef cient 
public service delivery through public 
sector union is here in Guimaras. It 
will be nurtured and sustained by the 
NGPEA with sel ess leadership and 
commitment to cultivate good and 
honest governance. “Congratulations 
for a wonderful job. Happy To Serve”, 
Gaitano said.

Meanwhile, Ms. Mercy L. Diaz, 
President of NGPEA, said that aside 
from establishment of welfare program 
for the members which is one of 
the missions of their organization, 
“We organized as NGPEA because 
we wanted to assist the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras in the 
implementation of its plans, programs 
and activities for the welfare of 
everybody as well as working ef ciently 
towards the achievement of its strategic 
direction”, Diaz said.

New Guimaras Provincial 
Employees Association (NGPEA) in 
cooperation with the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) Guimaras Field 
Of ce and in coordination of the 
Philippine Independent Public Sector 
Employees Association (PIPSEA) 
facilitated the said forum.

The theme of the event “Shaping 
the Servant Hero through Public 
Sector Unionism” was conceptualized 
because both CSC and NGPEA 
believed that Public Sector Unionism 
is an effective mechanism/tool for both 
management and employees to foster 
harmony, solidarity and development in 
the workplace.

The Civil Service Commission 
Regional Director Rodolfo T. 
Encajonado discussed the Role of PSU 
in the Civil Service, other Employees 
Welfare and Merits while Mr. Ildefonso 
Orquejo, LGOO V of DILG Region 
6 discussed the Pros and Cons of 
Federalism as a Form of Government.

Likewise, updates on Employment 
and Retirement Insurance, Welfare 
and Bene ts were presented by Ms. 
Marciana Bata, General Manager of 
GSIS Iloilo, followed by Mr. Mark Ken 
Cartel Carmelita, Members Services 

Of cer III of Pag-ibig Funds and Ms. 
Christine Chatto, Social Insurance 
Assistant I of Philhealth.

Mr. Ian L. Mariano of Public Services 
International, South East sub-Regional 
Secretary talked about the importance 
of Unionism while Mr. Felix Cabuguas, 
Jr. who is the National President of 
PIPSEA coached the participants on 
Union Financial Management.

The Of ce of the Governor 
sponsored the 2nd night and was 
graced with the presence of the “Man 
of the Hour” the Honorable Governor 
Samuel T. Gumarin; Vice Governor 
John Edward G. Gando, SP Member 
Cyril Beltran, SK Federation President 
Karren Kay Gadnanan.

The presence of PNP Provincial 
Director Julio T. Gustilo made the night 
a peaceful one with his police of cers.

The three-day activity was 
completed with a tour to the island’s 
tourism destinations, culture, heritage 
area and economic sites. 

UNITED PUBLIC. Different public sector unions from all over the regions of the Visayas and Mindanao regions take a group photo before the gabs 
for public employees’ welfare ended held at the Capitol Covered Gym of the Provincial Government of Guimaras.

SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN MEMBER 
CYRIL C. BELTRAN

GOVERNOR SAMUEL T. GUMARIN, MD, MPH
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For hitting the tape of a rabies-
free Philippines by 2020, Guimaras 
has sustained its fair share.

The island-province was given 
recognition by the Department of 
Health (DOH) for maintaining its rabies-

5-year rabies-free tag retained

Guimaras’ 5.2 percent inflation 
slowest among provinces

free status for the past  ve years, 
held during the 28th National Rabies 
Summit on September 27, 2018 at Blue 
Leaf Filipinas, Parañaque City, Metro 
Manila.

Dr. Ma. Theresa Macainan, head of 

the Provincial Veter inary Of ce (PVET), 
underlined that the province has not 
recorded any human deaths caused by 
rabies within the said period.

The comprehensive prevention and 
elimination program  of the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras is the key to 
neutralize the deadly virus according to 
Macainan.

The island prides itself with 
functional veterinary quarantine 
services at major ports of the province.

Dr. Macainan added that the 
province has sustained anti-rabies 
disease prevention and control 
programs.

Aside from continuous vaccination, 
there is also spay and neuter programs 
for dogs and cats in Guimaras.

“We have localized comprehensive 
rabies prevention, control and 
elimination programs. The Provincial 
Government of Guimaras allocate funds 
for sustainable anti-rabies disease 
prevention, program ang projects. We 
also have spay and neuter programs 
for dogs and cats,” said Macainan. 

Riding high on the success of 
the program, Dr. Macainan assured 
the commitment of the provincial 
government for Guimaras to remain 
free of rabies.  

The year on year headline 
in ation rate of Guimaras province 
recorded at 5.2 percent in October 
2018 was the slowest among the six 
provinces of Western Visayas region.

From a 7.2 percent in August, 
in ation settled to 6.2 percent in 
September and 5.2 percent in October 
translating to a 1.0 percentage point 
decrease every month.

The decreased in ation was 
driven by the slowdown indices of non-
food particularly on Housing, water, 
electricity, gas, and other fuels, which 
dropped by 2.94 percent.

Faster month on month increment 
was noted in transport at an index of 
1.70 percent.

The other commodity group 
however, gained less than one percent 
except for Clothing and Footwear; 
Communication; Health; and Alcoholic 
beverage and tobacco whose indices 
remained unchanged.

Comparing in ation across 
provinces for three consecutive months, 

Aklan experienced an erratic trend while 
Antique, Capiz and Negros Occidental 
consistently gained. Iloilo however, 

Fig. 1. Comparative In ation Rate, by Province: Aug to Oct 2018

pegged at 6.5 percent in October and 
only Guimaras province managed to 
further slowdown every month.

SUSTAINED TARGET. Dr. Ma. Theresa Macainan, Provincial Veterinarian, receives the plaque of 
recognition for maintaining the rabies-free declaration.
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The new Government Service 
Insurance System (GSIS) Iloilo 
Manager Ms. Vilma L. Fuentes met 
with Guimarasnon employees to  ag 
their agency’s programs.

In the forum organized by the 
New Guimaras Provincial Employees 
Association (NGPEA) on August 1, 2018, 
Fuentes cited th e importance of having 
lesser stress and enjoying pension.

“If you are young, business-minded 
pa, choose option one. Within  ve years, 
okay, get your pension for capital, pero 
if you’re aged 60 or 65, would you like 
to have stress, tension in putting up a 
business, then I advise choose option 
two which is acquiring your pension 
every 18 months,” she said.

“And you know what, ang tinuturo 
kong motto sa ating mga retirees ay 
goodbye tension, hello pension,” she 
further stated.

Moreover, issues and concerns 
about retirement bene ts, pension 
funds, social bene ts and loans were 
discussed.

“We live within our means”, Dr. 
Alejandro D. Araneta, Guimaras 
Provincial Administrator pointed in his 
welcome remarks.

He stated the implication of acquiring 

GSIS to Guimaras employees: 
“goodbye tension, hello pension”

islands of Panay and Guimaras,” he 
said.

He said the “traditional practice 
of protecting and conserving our 
environment was reversed because of 
the over-development of Boracay.”

However, Cimatu said that since 
the island is now on its fourth month of 
a six-month rehabilitation, a “new and 
better” Boracay will reopen on October 
26.

“The book on traditional 

knowledge practices mirrors the 
mandate of the DENR to conserve, 
manage and develop the environment 
and natural resources of the country 
for the welfare of the present and future 
generations of Filipinos,” he said.

The book was made possible 
through the collaboration of UPV, 
Guimaras State University, Aklan State 
University, University of Antique, Capiz 
State University and West Visayas 
State University.

During the launch, copies of 
the book were distributed among 

congressmen in Panay and Guimaras, 
governors and SUCs.

Prof. Martin G. Genodepa, editor 
of the book, hoped it would be able to 
contribute to the preservation of the 
islands’ intangible cultural heritage.

“This, in return, will foster a more 
culturally resilient people who work 
with nature and the environment and 
make possible development that is 
sustainable,” he said in his speech.

Held at the covered gym of the 
UPV, the book launch also marked the 
International Indigenous Peoples Day.
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The provincial government provided 
the necessary medical assistance 
to affected students of alleged food 
poisoning.

 “We have to bear in mind later sa 
akon discussion nga may ara balinghoy 
nga safe gid siya katama kan-on sang 
tawo kag may ara man balinghoy nga 
indi na ta tani mag compete kay para na 
siya ya sa starch kag kung ano pa nga 
industrial processes, she said.

Further, the participants were able 

a loan and the value of its purpose.
 “Dapat ang loan niyo may kadtuan, 

may punto kun diin makadto, and ang 
inyo income surplus sang inyo expenses 
para prepare kita sa aton nga future,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, Mr. Mark Ken Carmelita, 
Member Services Of cer III PAG-IBIG 
Molo Branch presented the signi cance 
of being a member of PAG-IBIG Fund 

and its advantages.
In addition, Governor Samuel T. 

Gumarin hand the management of Food 
Canteen including creating the new 
policies and obtaining the rental fee for 
extra fund to the association.

The said assembly aimed to 
enlighten and orient its members the 
up-to-date information presented and to 
amend the new policies of NGPEA.

to observe an actual demonstration  a 
hands-on activity using the Cassava 
Cyanide Color Wheel Test Kit or the 
sodium picrate method to determine the 
cyanide content of cassava.

As a general take home message  
for the participants and the provincial 
government personnel, Prof. Topor 
said that there is a need to cultivate 
low cyanide cassava varieties, and let 
freshly harvested cassava stay for two 
to three days before cooking.

She likewise shared to peel, dry or 
process cassava roots before cooking, 

cut them into smaller sizes peeled 
cassava roots before cooking and open 
the pot/casserole when boiling them to 
release cyanide.

Cassava is one of the agriculture 
banner commodities of the Province of 
Guimaras.

Some of cassava related 
activities of the provincial government 
are cassava production training, 
hydrocyanic acid determination, 
livelihood training and product 
enhancement and food safety 
activities.

  Guimaras holds... from page 17

Photo taken during the courtesy call of 
GSIS of cials to Gov. Samuel T. Gumarin.
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The different distinct cultural and 
heritage resources in the province of 
Guimaras were revisited as  part of its 
thrust of Local Cultural Development 
Planning.

The National Commission for 
Culture and Arts (NCCA) provided 
insights through an orientation on Local 
Cultural Development Planning on 
August 17, 2018 at Casa Guest  House 
Function Hall, San Miguel, Jordan, 
Guimaras.

Guimaras revisits cultural, 
heritage resources

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
encouraged the attendees to grasp the 
local cultural development planning to 
disseminate the culture of Guimaras.

“Hopefully indi niyo ni pagbuy-an. 
It will create many more opportunities 
para sa kultura naton nga mga 
Guimarasnon,” he said.

Further, the NCCA presented the 
cultural mapping project an activity 
that can identify the distinct cultural 
resources from the  ve municipalities 

and at the same time can properly record 
a heritage resource for future reference. 

They suggested establishing 
necessary heritage conservation 
councils who shall lead in the 
conservation of the local cultural 
heritage as well as develop legislation, 
bills, and guidelines for safeguarding 
the cultural heritage of the province.

Moreover, Ms Liberty N. Ferrer, 
of cer-in-charge of Provincial Tourism 
Of ce cited the cultural achievements 
of the province as a starting point of the 
cultural mapping project particularly in 
the barangay.

“Nakastart na po kami ng cultural 
mapping. Ang  rst na output ng 
Guimaras is that ang sa Salvacion, 
Buenavista, narecord na natin. May 
book na kita for the culture of Salvacion 
Buenavista,” Ferrer said.

“With collected efforts na din ng 
community and the teachers sila  na din 
po ang nag-edit nito. After that prinaktis 
pa din naming po ang cultural mapping. 
We have now ang draft for Hoskyn and 
Sapal,” she added.

The objective of the said orientation 
is to educate and encourage the 
Local Government Units (LGUs) to 
support and incorporate programs for 
the conservation and preservation 
of National Cultural Heritage in their 
environmental, educational and cultural 
activities.

Guimaras corn production booms in Q3 2018
The Guimaras corn production 

boomed during the 3rd quarter of 
2018 registering a total output of 
1,880 metric tons higher by nearly 
three times than its production in the 
same quarter a year ago at an output 
of 657 metric tons.

According to the gathered data 
released by the Philippine Statistics 
Authority, production of both white 
and yellow corn improved in Q3 2018 
compared to the same quarter a year 
ago in which the yellow corn output 
expanded by thirteen times higher than 
its previous year’s production registering 
at 1,199 metric tons from a recorded 
output of 94 metric tons brought about 
by the expansion on planted area and 
area harvested.

The expansion of farms planted to 
yellow corn was noted due to increasing 
demand of this corn type for animal 
feeds and availability of seeds provided 
to bene ciary farmers given by the 
Department of Agriculture and Local 
Government Units.

Moreover, the white corn production 
at 681 metric tons during the third quarter 
of the current year was higher by 20.96 
percent over the same quarter of its Figure 1. Volume of Corn Production by Crop Type, Guimaras: 3rd Quarter 2018

previous year’s 563 metric tons despite 
of contraction on area harvested.

The harvested area of white corn 
contracted by 1.85 percent, from last 
year’s 270 hectares to 265 in the 
current year and yellow corn expanded 
by 1,011.11 percent, translating to 300 
hectares in the said quarter of this year 
from last year’s 27 hectares only.

Meanwhile, in terms of percentage 
share to the total area, yellow corn 
accounted for 53.10 percent while white 

corn shared only 46.90 percent.
Comparing production across 

provinces, Guimaras ranks 4th 
contributing 1.33 percent to the region’s 
total production of 141,564 metric tons 
in Q3 2018. Negros Occidental is the 
top corn producer, contributing more 
than half to the region’s total production. 
Following with a large gap were Iloilo with 
24.57 percent and Capiz with a share of 
20.75, while Antique and Aklan shared 
0.90 and 0.65 percent, respectively.

PLANNING FROM THE PAST. Designated Municipal Tourism Of cers of the different towns of 
Guimaras discuss their respective plans for the cultural mapping.
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Members of the Guimaras 
Investors Club (GIC) and local 
businessmen consider the use of 
solar energy in their operations.

In a business forum organized 
by the GIC and PHINMA Energy 
Corporation, Solar System Application 
for Power Quality and Reliability was 
presented as a potential investment to 
reduce cost and promote renewable 
energy.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
said that the presentation of system 
is aligned to the long term vision of 
Guimaras.

Local biz mull solar energy use

117 junkies complete rehab

“Guimaras is standing as an agri 
– eco tourism capital in Region VI. For 
nearly more than 13 years, we made 
ourselves admirable as Guimarasnons 
nga ma-push forward ang ini nga lalab-
uton sang vision of the Province of 
Guimaras”, he said.

Further, Gumarin emphasized 
the importance of solar energy to the 
people of Guimaras.

“I, for once, nga nagasiling nga 
kinahanglanon sang mga hospital, 
kinahanglanon sang aton probinsiya. 
And, I think ma-feel niyo man nga 
kinahanglanon ni sang aton residential 

areas kag mga commercial areas”, he 
said.

Moreover, PHINMA Energy 
President, Chief Executive Of cer, 
and the former Department of Energy 
Secretary Dr. Francisco L. Viray 
presented the Solar System Application 
for Power Quality and Reliability, and its 
signi cance as a renewable energy.

PHINMA operates the 54-MW 
Wind Farm in San Lorenzo town in the 
Province of Guimaras.

It contributed massively to the 
600% increase in recorded investment 
in the province in 2013.

One hundred seventeen drug 
surrenderers in the province of 
Guimaras completed a community-
based rehabilitation program on 
Sept. 21.

They were all from the 
town of Buenavista, said Senior 
Superintendent Julio Gustilo, 
Guimaras police director.

Forty-eight more would be 
“graduating” next month, said Gustilo.

Since 2016, Guimaras saw 

the voluntary surrender of 747 drug 
personalities.

The rural health units of  ve 
municipalities – Jordan, Nueva 
Valencia, Buenavista, San Lorenzo, and 
Sibunag – offered free rehabilitation in 
coordination with the Department of 
Health.

Gustilo hopes that before this year 
ends, all the 747 drug surrenderers 
would have successfully completed 
their rehabilitation and thus eligible to 

CLEAN ENERGY, CLEAN GOVERNANCE. PHINMA Energy President Chief Executive Of cer and 
former DOE Secretary Dr. Fransisco L. Viray presents the advantages of having the solar system 
applications in the  eld of business and other operations in the Province of Guimaras together 
with the members of the Guimaras Investors Club and other local businesses in the island. 

receive further assistance from the 
Department of Social Welfare and 
Development.

The provincial government allotted 
P1.8 million for the drug rehabilitation 
program.

Gustilo also expressed con dence 
that all 98 barangays in Guimaras 
would be declared drug cleared.

He urged municipal police chiefs 
to exert more effort to monitor new drug 
pushers in their respective areas./PN 

PPOC 74.64% 68%Provincial Peace and Order 
Council Functionality

Provincial Anti-Drug Abuse 
Council Functionality

PadaC
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“Diri sa Guimaras big producers 
gid kita, this would also explain nga 
kon pagyamanin pa naton ang aton 
production, indi lang kita makilala 
as mango country, basi cashew 
country man,” Ms. Lilia P. Habaña of 
Guimaras National Crop Research 
Development and Production 
Support Center (GNCRD-PSC) said 
during an interface with cashew 
growers in the Province of Guimaras.

20 cashew growers from the 
different municipalities participated in 
the said venue for production training 
on August 14, 2018 at the Technology 
Demonstration Center, San Miguel, 
Jordan, Guimaras.

Guimaras a potential cashew country

Guimaras town holds preventive evacuation 

The province is highly suitable for 
high value crops production such as 
cashew, also given that the demand 
for roasted cashew is so high that it 
reached the price of P1,000 per kilo and 
it helps them to raise their production 
that will surely lead to the increase of 
their income.

One of the participants Ms. Lea 
Ganea from Bugnay, Jordan, Guimaras 
expressed her gratitude to be part of 
this training.

“Inspired gid ako magdugang tanum 
sang kasoy, nagapasalamat man ako 
kay nakahibalo naku magmanage sang 
akon mga tanum nga kasoy kag happy 
gid nga naselect ako nga mag-attend sa 

A total of 45 households, 
composed of 156 individuals 
from Sitio Unisan of Barangay 
Guiwanon, are now staying in 
an evacuation center following a 
preemptive evacuation undertaken 
by the Local Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Of ce 
(LDRRMO) of the municipality of 
Nueva Valencia, Guimaras.

LDRRM of cer Loren Gallarda, in 
an interview Friday, said they began 
the evacuation on Wednesday.

The evacuees are now staying at 
the Cabalagnan Elementary School 
Evacuation Center in Barangay 
Cabalagnan, a mainland village of the 
municipality.

“They are the ones who are 
vulnerable to wind and sea waves,” 
he said, adding that those evacuated 
were children, women and senior 
citizens.

The men were left behind to take 
care of their belongings on the island. 
“They were just told to be ready,” he 
added.

Sitio Unisan is an island sitio of 
Guiwanon, which is also an island 
barangay of Nueva Valencia.

He said that 17 of the 22 villages of 
Nueva Valencia are situated in coastal 
areas.

However, there was no preemptive 
evacuation conducted in other coastal 
barangays.

“We have no typhoon signal. What 
we have here are rains. All other coastal 
barangays are informed and advised to 
just prepare,” he said.

He also assured that those 
staying in evacuation centers are 
provided with necessary provisions by 
the local government unit, volunteer 
organizations and other donors.

The province of Guimaras has 

been experiencing moderately 
strong winds with occasional light 
rain showers and moderately rough 
coastal waters.

As part of their precautionary 
measures, the municipalities of Nueva 
Valencia and Jordan also suspended 
classes in all levels in both private and 
public schools.

Moreover, motor bancas serving 
the Iloilo-Guimaras and vice-versa 
route will only be sailing until 6 p.m.

However, the trips “will be 
cancelled anytime when sea travel 
is dangerous as per discretion of the 
Philippine Coast Guard,” according 
to an advisory from the provincial 
government.

The provincial government 
through its disaster risk reduction and 
management council (DRRMC) also 
alerted all municipal and barangay 
DRRMCs. /PNA

sini nga training kay nadugangan ang 
akon knowledge,” she said.

The Province of Guimaras 
facilitates cashew production training 
together with the DARF Of ce VI 
under its high value crop development 
program to uphold its place as the rank 
no. 1 in cashew production in Western 
Visayas.

INFO DRIVE. Ms. Lilia Habaña talks about the proper ways and processes of cashew harvesting 
and postharvest handling.
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Guimaras private schools 
teachers upscaled their skills to be 
more globally competitive.

215 teachers from 26 different 
private schools participated in seminar 
while learning in Guimaras Trade and 
Information Center (GTIC), San Miguel, 
Jordan, Guimaras on August 20, 2018.

This in – service training entitled 
capacity building seminar for teachers 
and administrator was initiated by the 
Guimaras Private Schools Association 
(GPSA) in cooperation with St. 
Augustine Publications, Inc. with the 
theme: “Transformative Intervention 
in Learning, Teaching and Leading for 
Tomorrow, Today”. 

Private school teachers upscale skills 

Guimaras schools to vie in regional stats quiz

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
acknowledged the Guimaras private 
schools in its huge part in the success of 
the previous Western Visayas Regional 
Athletic Association (WVRAA) Meet.

“Nalab-ot naton ang maayo nga 
istado sa sports bangod sa madamu 
niyo nga daog. Hopefully, gapangayo 
liwat sa inyo ang probinsya nga 
padayunon naton ini,” he said.

Further, Dr. Rey M. Revuelto an 
International Lecturer, Consultant and 
In – house Resource Speaker of St. 
Augustine Publications, Inc. got his 
co-teachers in uproar by entertaining 
them with his boisterousness and witty 
remarks as a creative strategy in his 

way of teaching.
Dr. Revuelto mentioned that the 

best way of teaching was by being 
comfortable with the learners.

We are trying to globalize our 
schools and our way of teaching by 
upgrading our teaching skill. Knowing 
and getting comfortable with our 
learners. The best thing is for us to be 
globally recognized,” he said

Moreover, the objectives of the 
said training is to capacitate the 
private schools teachers with the 21st 
century teaching skills, to enhance 
their teaching basic skills and to update 
them with the trends in the K – 12 Basic 
Education Program.

Two national high schools 
from the province of Guimaras 
are set to compete with winning 
schools from  ve other provinces 
of Western Visayas in the Regional 
Statistics Quiz contest this 
October.

The two schools are San Lorenzo 
National High School (SLNHS) and 
Simeon J. Jabasa National High 
School.

SLNHS topped the 2018 
Guimaras Statistics Quiz provincial 
elimination round which was 
participated in by 18 schools on 
September 4 at the Provincial 
Covered Gym in San Miguel, Jordan.

The SLNHS team composed 
of Iryn Joie A. Gadot, Allyzza 
Kaye G. Quezon, and Rachelle G. 

Sauquillo dominated the  nal round 
of the contest. They were coached by 
Teacher Janet J. Padernal, Teacher III.

As second placer, Simeon J. 
Jabasa National High School will join 
SLNHS in the regional competition 
as part of the activities in support to 
the 29th National Statistics Month 
celebration carrying the theme, 
“Exploring Philippine Wonders 
in Numbers: Statistics Towards 
Sustainable Tourism Development.”

All the participating junior high 
school students of each school and 
their coaches were given a certi cate 
of participation while students who 
won  rst place in the contest received 
a cash prize of Php1, 000.00 each with 
a certi cate of commendation.

On the other hand, the second 

and third placers received the same 
certi cates with cash prizes of 
Php700.00 and Php500.00 each.

PSA Guimaras Chief Statistical 
Specialist Nelida B. Losare said the 
Provincial Government of Guimaras 
through its Provincial Planning 
and Development Of ce and the 
Department of Education Schools 
Division of Guimaras in partnership 
with the Provincial Statistics 
Committee-Guimaras spearheaded 
the contest.

The event aimed at developing 
the appreciation among students of 
the importance and value of statistics 
towards sustainable development as 
well as exploring and discovering their 
skills in statistics and its application 
in other  elds of interest./PIA6-Iloilo

GOVERNOR SAMUEL T. GUMARIN, MD, MPH

PARTICIPANTS IN THE CAPACITY BUILDING SEMINAR 
FOR TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS.
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The Guimaras Provincial Peace 
and Order Council (PPOC) is seeking 
to reclassify and upgrade the 
Guimaras Police Provincial Of ce 
(GPPO) from Class C to Class B. 

During the third quarter meeting 
of PPOC on July 19, 2018 at the GTIC 
Function Hall, PSSupt. Julio T. Gustilo, 
Jr. requested for the said reclassi cation. 

 The said upgrading, once approved, 
will eventually increase the number of 
police personnel of the province.

He cited the increasing record of 
tourist arrivals of the province as one of 
the major reasons.

“One of the reasons for 
reclassi cation from Class C to Class 
B is the future bridge construction. We 

Guimaras POC seeks ‘class 
upgrade’ for Provincial Police

also have another reason which is the 
increasing number of tourist arrivals,” 
said PSSupt. Gustilo. 

Further, the location of the province 
as ‘route network’ for the provinces 
of Panay and Negros – two major 
islands still with the presence of New 
Peoples’ Army (NPA) rebels, is likewise 
considered a major reason.

“One of the reasons is the ‘strategic 
location’ of the province of Guimaras that 
it is somehow one of the justi cations 
of our Regional Director to tag the 
Guimaras Province as transhipment 
point of drugs that are located between 
Panay Island and Negros. 

He said that we are still not free 
from the threats of Communist Party of 

the Philippines (CPP) - New People’s 
Army (NPA) - National Democratic Front 
(NDF).” 

PSSupt. Gustilo also said that 
the proposed construction of bridge 
connecting Panay and Negros Island is 
eyed to bring threats to peace and order 
of the island.

“The preparation of the proposed 
construction of bridge that will connect 
the Province of Guimaras to Panay and 
Negros Island, if that push through we 
will have dif culties in securing the island 
of Guimaras.” said PSSupt. Gustilo.

Moreover, the PPOC moved for a 
resolution recommending to the Regional 
Peace and Order Council (RPOC) to 
adopt the said reclassi cation.

PROACTIVE. PSSupt. Julio P. Gustilo, Jr. presents to the 
Provincial Peace and Order Council the rationale for the 
proposal of upgrading the GPPO.
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Cooperative members and crew 
of different motorbanca associations 
in the province of Guimaras gathered 
to plan out a systematic enhancement 
on their daily operations.

Fifty- ve crew from the 
municipalities of Jordan and Buenavista 
underwent a workshop for sea transport 
enhancement conducted by the 
Guimaras Provincial Tourism Of ce last 
August 2, 2018 at GTIC Function Hall, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin in his 
message stressed that the province’s 
economy is highly dependent on sea 
transport plying the Iloilo-Guimaras 
route.

It is high time according to the 
governor, to address the problems of 
the sea transport system due to the 
increase of tourist arrivals in Guimaras.

“Guimaras is composed of four 
wharves, two facing in Negros, two 
facing in Iloilo. Ang pinaka-very busy 
nga mga ports, amo ini ang duha ka 
ports: Jordan kag Buenavista. I had the 
experience sang una kag nagapakita 
nga ang aton ekonomiya is highly 
dependent sa duha sini ka transport 
sector nga naga-ply between Guimaras, 
back and forth, Iloilo. Amo man ini 
ang transport sector nga daw medyo 
importante sa aton tourism industry... 
indi lang medyo, kundi importante 
sa aton tourism industry, rason nga 
napuwersa kita tanan nga ari kita diri 
subong. We will have to work out, work 

Guimaras motorbanca groups 
all set for systematic upgrade

it out kun paano ta ini masolusyunan,” 
Gumarin said.   

The activity aims to solicit inputs 
from different stakeholders and the 
motorbanca crews themselves on how 
to improve the facilities of Iloilo Parola 
Wharf for the ef cient travel of the 
passengers going to Buenavista and 
Jordan wharves.

Several concerns on the operation 
of the motorbancas were presented 
by Provincial Tourism Of ce OIC Ms. 
Liberty Ferrer, during the activity, such 
as the situation in Ortiz and Parola 
wharves during peak hours, limited 
number of boats, abuse of privilege 
lanes, limited facilities, delay in 
departure caused by the embarkation 
and disembarkation of cargoes and 
increment weather condition among 
others.

According to Ferrer, this was derived 
from their consultation and dialogue 
with the motorbanca associations of the 
two municipalities.

Engineer Evan Arnel Arias, one 
of the speakers during the workshop, 
underlined the importance of the 
maritime sector as it consists the 2.62 
percent of the Philippine gross domestic 
product (GDP).

However, Arias said that 
infrastructure is the biggest problem of 
the country’s maritime industry with it’s 
quality of ports, high cost of domestic 
shipping and poor safety record being 
number one in East Asia in terms of the 

number of maritime casualties. 
“Poor infrastructure ang number 

one nga problema sang Philippine 
maritime industry. Very behind kita 
globally. In terms of infrastructure, very 
behind ang Pilipinas,” Arias said.

On his part, Vice Governor Atty. 
John Edward Gando warned that if 
these concerns can not be addressed, 
this will affect the image of the province 
and the tourism industry in Guimaras.

Further, Gando added that the 
safety of the commuters can not be 
compromised and it is important to 
create a lasting impression on tourists 
and residents of the province through 
an improved transport system. 

“This matter should be addressed 
properly. Kay kun hinali gani 
madisgrasya ang ini nga bagay, maguba 
ang turismo sang Guimaras, maguba 
ang imahe sang Guimaras, damo may 
ma-intra sang kinagamo, damo na indi 
magkadto sa Guimaras kay gakadudla 
sila sa transport system,” according to 
Gando.

Stakeholders should not wait for 
other investors to build more ef cient 
transport systems that will cause the 
loss of livelihood of the motorbanca 
crew.

The event was also attended 
by representatives from Philippine 
Coast Guard (PCG), Maritime Industry 
Authority (MARINA), Philippine National 
Police (PNP), Department of Education 
(DepEd) and other stakeholders.

THINK BIG. Governor Samuel T. Gumarin narrates 
the socio-economic briefer of the island province 
of Guimaras to the members of the sea transport 
aligned to the vision of becoming the agri-eco-
tourism capital of Western Visayas.
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Guimaras State 
College turns 50

partnership with the local government 
units for years has developed into a 
seed of development.

“In the past 50 years, the seed has 
become a pivotal element in fostering 
the Filipino values towards building 
the human capital of our province 
and innovation capacity towards the 
development of our country as a whole,” 
he said.

“Nagbunga ang aton paghugpong 
kag ini magapadayon sa idalom sang 
aton mga aktibo kag sinsiro nga mga 
lideres halin sa inyo kapitolyo probinsiyal 
asta sa sa mga administrador kag 
manugtudlo sa ini nga buluthu-an, he 
added.

One of the highlights of the said 
celebration is the State of the College 
Address of Dr. Rogelio Artajo, GSC 

President.
The event was followed by the 

parade of 50 lechons and a luncheon at 
the Agri-Eco Area of the campus.

Further, 50 Most Outstanding 
Alumni of the GSC were likewise 
awarded including Asst. Provincial 
Planning and Development Coordinator 
and Of cer -in-Charge of the Planning 
Of ce Ms. Nolinda Ronzales, Provincial 
Health Of cer Dr. NL Cathrel Nava.

Ma. Luz  Muchada of the Provincial 
Health Of ce and Former Board 
Member Gerry Yucon received a 
posthumous recognition.

Congresswoman Ma. Lucille 
Nava and Buenavista Mayor likewise 
delivered their messages.

GSC benefactors and retirees were 
recognized and awarded.

ONE BLOOD. Guimaras government of cials 
show their support during the Golden 
Foundation Anniversary of the lone tertiary 
school in the island.

GUIMARAS PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS WITH GSC OFFICIALS AND GUESTS

Guimaras State College (GSC), 
the only state-run higher education 
institution in the province, celebrated 
its 50th Founding Anniversary on July 
4, 2018.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin said 
how this year is special for both the 
Province and the said college.

“This year is a year that we 
Guimarasnons must celebrate. 
Manggahan Festival turned 25th and 
the GSC on its 50th. This links the 
signi cance of our local culture and 
the academe sector towards long-term 
development as we go towards the 
vision of becoming the agri-eco tourism 
capital of the region,” he said.

“The long decades as an 
educational institution of the GSC as a 
higher learning ground empowers the 
youth: the future of our island,” he cited.

He said that the vigor for education 
and social involvement of the GSC in 

GOVERNOR SAMUEL T. GUMARIN, MD, MPH
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Ms. Lorna T. Morante, 
Agriculturist II of the Provincial Of ce 
of Agricultural Services (POAS), said 
that or ganic farming methods need 
to be shared to other agro – forestry 
co-operators and farmers.

“The organic farming method seeks 
to increase long term soil fertility. So it 
is good nga may-ara nata cooperators 
sa taga munisipyo para sila nato ang 
manguna sa ila lugar. Nationwide 
educational and promotional campaign 
for organic farming like sang aton 
training subong. Kung pwede pa lang 
ang aton nga matun-an i-hands-on 
naton pag abot naton sa aton balay 
kag ipabalo sa iban,” she said during 
the training on organic farming held on 
September 18-20, 2018, at the Bamboo 
Garden Restaurant Igcawayan, San 
Lorenzo, Guimaras.

Agro – forestry cooperators, 
farm workers and the  ve municipal 
agriculturist of the province of Guimaras 
were the participants of the said training. 

Network organic farming 
says Guimaras agriculturist

The training aims to capacitate 
them with the knowledge and skills 
on natural way of farming thereby 
producing vegetables free of synthetic 
chemicals hazardous to health and the 
environment.

Moreover, the training includes to 
provide the participants farm equipment 
such as garden tools, ingredients 
for concoctions and African Night 
Crawler for vermin-cast production 
to complement organic vegetables 
production to support trading industry, 
promote healthy lifestyle of the 
consumers and to have an agri-

ecotourism environment friendly in the 
province.

Meanwhile, Ms. Brenda Hansson of 
Igcawayan, San Lorenzo, Guimaras, an 
agro-forestry co-operators expressed 
her gratitude to the facilitators of the 
said training.

“We learned how to plant organic 
and where to sell our products. Nabal-
an namon ang mga harmful nga 
chemicals, specially ang grass killers. 
Naga pasalamat gid kami sang dako 
sa mga nabal-an namon kag salamat 
man sa pag-imbitar sa amon sa sini nga 
training,” she said.

NETWORKING. Ms. Lorna Morante discusses 
about organic farming and the different methods 
for agro-forestry co-operators and farmers.

PARTICIPANTS OF THE ORGANIC FARMING 
ADVOCACY TALK
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Mango baggers from G uimaras 
are being hired by other provinces 
in Luzon and Visayas, the Provincial 
Of ce for Agricultural Services said 
recently.

During the skilled training they 
provided in partnership with Technical 
Education and Skills Development 
Authority (TESDA).

Joejin Galvez, agriculturist at 
POAS, said that the objective of this 
endeavor is to have more skilled mango 
baggers in the province.

Galvez noted that other provinces 
in Luzon and Visayas even hire mango 
baggers from Guimaras.

“Para ini magdamo aton mga 
mango baggers. Kay aton mga baggers 
gina-import pa sang iban nga lugar,” 

“Guimaras mango baggers, 
skilled, in demand”

DA to help boost production, 
marketing of Guimaras mangoes

according to Galvez.
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 

reminded the participants that in their 
hands lie the responsibility to maintain 
the excellent quality of the product 
which the province is known after.

“Kun ano ang itsura kag kakinis 
sang aton paho, kamo na. Ang 
probinsiya sang Guimaras, ginadala 
ang ngalan sang paho naton. We push 
this too hard nga makalab-ot kita indi 
lang outside Guimaras kundi sa iban 
nga pungsod. Kun ano subong aton 
probinsiya, bangud ini sa ngalan sang 
mangga,” Gumarin said. 

The stature of Guimaras known to 
have the sweetest mangoes in the world 
is because of the quality of the product 
that the province produces, according 

to Gumarin.
Further, the governor said that 

providing training for mango baggers 
should be done every year.

On the said event, participants 
were given lectures on agricultural 
practices for mango planting and 
harvesting, the quality of bagging 
material and on hand demonstration 
of the proper harness for the safety 
of baggers by the personnel from the 
Bureau of Plant Industry.

At the conclusion of the event, the 
participants were given certi cates from 
TESDA. 

The activity held on August 14-16, 
2018 in CAVES Conference Room, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras, was 
participated by 22 participants.

The Department of Agriculture 
(DA) is bringing in investors to the 
province of Guimaras to boost its 
production and look for markets, 
not only in the Philippines but also 
abroad.

On Wednesday, the province’s 
mango growers met with Agriculture 
Secretary Emmanuel Piñol, who 
brought with him investors who could 
help revitalize the mango industry of 
Guimaras, said Provincial Agriculturist 
Ronnie Morante in a phone interview 
Friday.

The secretary brought with him 

investor Archie Po, the Filipino owner 
of the Lion Air Company based in 
Singapore, whom he urged to help in 
marketing Guimaras mangoes abroad.

Po has a 727 cargo plane that 
can transport up to 20 metric tons of 
mangoes every other day.

Aside from Po, Piñol was also 
joined by technical experts on mango 
rejuvenation to help farmers rehabilitate 
old mango trees and those that are 
sprayed by chemical pesticides.

Once rejuvenated, a tree can have 
an average yield of 1.5 metric tons from 
the current average of 500 kilograms.

Morante said the investors and the 
Agriculture Department will be providing 
support to the growers by establishing 
a packing plant on a vacant area of the 
Bureau of Plant Industry in Guimaras.

It will also serve as a buying station 
the farmers can bring their mango 
produce to for sorting, treatment, 
packaging and marketing, he added.

They will also be provided with 
technology and appropriate training as 
among the support.

Morante added though that they 
still have to come up with an agreement 
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HUMAN CRANE. A Guimarasnon mango bagger in action 
of  harvesting mangoes ready for market.
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Guimarasnon seaweed farmers 
from different associations in the 
Province of Guimaras are gearing 
up to massively improve their 
production and culture system.

They underwent a four-day training 
as part of the Department of Agriculture’s 
Philippine Rural Development Project 
(PRDP) to empower the seaweed 
farmers to increase their income.

Dr. Ma. Cecilia P. Farrol, Natural 
Resources Management Specialist of 
Project Support Of ce – Visayas during 
the training held on August 7-10, 2018 
in Suclaran, San Lorenzo, Guimaras 
cited that the objectives of the project is 
to raise the income of seaweed planters 
and to provide innovation in seaweed 
production.

“Ang una-una gid nga rason kon 
nga-a ginhiwat ini nga proyekto ay para 
kamo buligan kon ano ang paagi sa 
pagpadamo sang seaweeds kag ang 
importante ang madugangan ang inyo 
income,”she said.

Further, the Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources presented the 
innovation on seaweed production 
technology and culture system. 

They explained the proper handling, 
precise lining and the correct cleaning 
of seaweeds. 

Engr. Jose Albert V. Barrogo, Deputy 
Project Director of Project Support 
Of ce – Visayas gave an encouraging 
message for the participants to own the 
project.

Farmers prep for massive 
seaweed prod’n, culture system

“This is your project, kami taga 
provide lang gid kami sang support. 
So, if you wanted to be successful, 
pareho kay manong nga nakabakal na 
sa salakyan, amo na bala nga dapat 
mangin mapisan kamo kay para gid na 
sa aton. Seaweeds farmer kamo, at the 
same time, maging businessman man 
kamo,” he said.

Moreover, selected bene ciaries 
received incentives consist of two rolls 
of HDPE nets, PE rope #14, PE rope 
#8,  ve rolls of PE rope #3, three kgs 
of 100 pounds mono lament nylon, 20 
bamboos, and 100kgs of seaweeds 
seedlings. These bene ciaries were 
selected based on their performance 
and the active members were the one 
given the incentives.

As one of the  rst batches trained, 
Mr. Noel Infante of Sabang Seaweed 
Growers Association shared his gained 

knowledge to his fellow seaweed farmer 
the exact construction of seaweeds 
nursery and how he feels that he was 
given the chance to impart this newly 
obtained knowledge to them.

“Nami man kay nahatag ko sila ang 
idea nga natun-an ko man kag actually 
ang ini ubra kami-kami man ang naka 
come-up, gin trial namon didto sa amon 
kag nami man,” he said.

Ms. Marilou Lampitoc of 
Assosasyon sang mga Magagmay nga 
Mangingisda sang Suclaran, one of the 
bene ciaries, is grateful that they were 
the one of the many associations in 
Guimaras selected as recipients of this 
project.

“Dako gid ang pasalamat namun sa 
DA kag sa kay Ma’am Cecil nga permi 
naga bulig sa amon, permi gid kami 
nila nadumduman kag hands-on gid sa 
pagtudlo sa amon,” she said.

SEA-ING THE REALITY. Guimaras local 
seaweed growers and farmers demonstrate 
the proper handling and use of nets to dry 
seaweeds in their communities.

Photo taken during the seaweed production 
training in Suclaran in the town of San Lorenzo
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A technical brie ng was held 
in the Province of Guimaras to 
disseminate information on how to 
reduce cyanide content in cassava 
on Tuesday, July 3.

University of the Philippines 
College of Chemistry Professor Vivian 
Topor cited the possibility of cassava 
being an alternative food.

“Balinghoy (as it is locally known 
in Guimaras), is a security crop; kung 
wala na bala pagkaon sa palibot, wala 
na mabaklan sang pagkaon, kung may 
makita ka nga gatindog nga balinghoy 

Guimaras holds brie ng to counter 
cyanide content in cassava

or stems, sigurado ka gid nga if kutkuton 
mo na, may makita ka nga unod. That’s 
the security that the cassava can give 
us,” she said.

Held at the GTIC Board Room, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras, the 
activity gathered public school teachers 
handling Home Economics and several 
school canteen personnel in the 
province of Guimaras.

It eyes to promote cassava as 
a healthy and nutritious food, impart 
knowledge about cyanide content in 
cassava and enhance network and 

25 farmers have showed interest 
of having an onion farm in the 
Province of Guimaras.

They attended the techno-demo 
training on August 16, 2018 at the 
Technology Demonstration Center 
(TDC), San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

Ms. Lorna T. Morante, Agriculturist 
II of POAS shared her encouraging 
words in her welcome remarks in the 
training.

“Guimaras soil is highly suitable 
for onion production. Tane tun-an tani 
ang pagpadamo sang bombay kay basi 
mangin isa man ta ka producer sang 
sibuyas diri sa Western Visayas nga 
mangin business niyo nga mga onion 
farmers,” she said.

The training aimed to educate the 
onion farmers of the origin and the new 
innovative production of onion and as 
a possibly source of income for the 
farmers.

Mr. Noe Niebres Parocha, Field 
Marketing Supervisor of East-West 
Seed Company, the resource speaker, 
shared his expertise on onion bulb.

He, as well, cited his goal to provide 
innovative production of onion bulb to 
Guimarasnon onion farmers.

25 farmers show interest on onion production
Further, he mentioned a signi cant 

information that onions can help keep a 
healthy body.

“Gusto kung  iimpart sa inyo to, 
mahalaga po ito, na kahit di kayo 
magtanim ng sibuyas basta kumakain 
kayo, kasi malaki ang maitutulong nito 
sa kalusugan. So, ang sibuyas po ay 
nakakatulong para makapagpababa 
o magkontrol ng cancer especially 
ang colon at ovarian cancer, ito rin 
po ay nagpeprevent ng asthma o 
nakapagpababa ng epekto nito, he said.

 Moreover, one of the participants 
Mr. Renato Gallego, 47, from Dasal, 
Sibunag, Guimaras, expressed his 
gratitude for having a chance to gain 
knowledge about the production of 
onion that he can also apply to his own 
farm.

“Manami gid ang pagpresent kag 
nagapasalamat gid ko kay nakaintra 
ako diri, dagdag kaalaman man ini para 
sa amon, kaalaman sa pagtanom sang 
onion kag sa paagi sang pagtanom,” he 
said.

   to page 23

coordination among the stakeholders 
under the agriculture umbrella.

Prof. Topor said that the  rst 
vulnerable victims of cassava cyanide 
poisoning are the children.

It can be noted that 31 students 
of Suclaran National High School 
were brought to Dr. Catalino G. Nava 
Provincial Hospital on November 17, 
2015 after they complained of dizziness 
and stomach disorder after eating 
the cassava cake sold at the school 
canteen.

(CENTER.) Professor Vivian Topor of the UP Visayas with the personnel from 
POAS and selected Home Economics teachers in the Province of Guimaras.

INVEST INTEREST. Guimarasnon farmers give attention to the talk of growing onions, a 
potential endeavor for locals that go for agriculture as the source income.
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A regular Sunday morning was 
made special by 200 elders that came 
close together for the “Walk of Life”.

Ms. Shirly T. Gabutin, Provincial 
Social Welfare and Development 
Of cer, said that the said event is the 
kick-off that gives homage to the Filipino 
senior citizens.

“Ang ini nga adlaw, isa ka kickoff 
activity naton sa bug-os nga Pilipinas, sa 
pagselebrar naton sang Filipino elderly 
week. This is a simultaneous activity 
sa regional level,” she said during 
the opening program on September 

200 elders huddle ‘Walk for Life’

Book on traditional knowledge 
practices in Panay, Guimaras up

30, 2018 at GTIC Function Hall, San 
Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

After the parade, they were treated 
to  song and dance performances.

The Philippine Health Insurance 
Corporation (PhilHealth)-Guimaras 
provided inputs about the bene ts that 
senior citizens can avail while their 
spiritual being was nourished through 
the gospel sharing activity.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
underscored the role of the elders for 
the advancement of the society as the 
guiding light for young generation.

Gumarin also emphasized 
the commitment of the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras to improve 
the health system of the province for the 
bene t of the senior citizens. 

“Gapangayo kami bulig sa inyo 
nga sa gihapon ang inyo wisdom kag 
eksperyensiya mapalab-ot niyo sa mga 
kabataan naton sa masunod nga mga 
edad. Bululigan naton ini. Kun gusto 
naton nga mag-alam aton mga kabataan 
kag mapuslan sila pila ka adlaw sang ila 
pamilya, ang mga lolo lag lola dapat ara 
gid nga magduso sang kaayuhan sang 
ila mga apo,” Gumarin said.  

Participants were also encouraged 
to practice healthy lifestyle.

Honorable Jose na G. dela 
Cruz, Chairperson of the Committee 
on Education and Social Services of 
the 8th Sangguniang Panlalawigan, 
reiterates that exercise and healthy diet 
are the key to live longer.

“Gifted kamo sang the gift of life. 
Kag ina naangkon naton tungod man 
sang aton pagpursige,” she said. “Kay 
bisan ano nga bagay kun kita naga-
enjoy sa aton ginahimo, that is a form 
of exercise. So exercise, healthy food,” 
she added. 

This year’s theme is “Kilalanin at 
Parangalan: Tagsulong ng Karapatan 
ng Nakakatanda tungo sa Lipunang 
Mapagkalinga”.

Senator Loren Legarda and 
Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu 
on Thursday led the launch of 
the book, “From the Seas to the 
Mountains”, a compilation of the 
knowledge practices of the people of 
the island of Panay and Guimaras.

The book is a project of the 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), spearheaded 
by the University of the Philippines-
Visayas and in collaboration with the 
various state colleges and universities 
(SUCs) in the islands.

Legarda, in her speech, noted the 
importance of the traditional knowledge 
system as it covers vast subjects, such 
as arts and crafts, literature, health care, 
agriculture, forestry, and biodiversity.

She said indigenous peoples’ 
groups in the Philippines possess their 
own traditional knowledge that has 
been passed on from our generation to 
the next.

“But many of us, sometimes, do not 
recognize the in uence of traditional 
practices,” she said.

Legarda said one of the book’s 
highlights is the spread of health 
and wellness from the sea, which 
enumerates some of the interesting 
species of Panay’s  ora and fauna 
that have been used by indigenous 
communities for medicinal purposes.

The lady senator recalled that it 
was in 2016 when they allocated PHP10 
million from the national budget for the 
book project.

She announced that they are 
planning to produce another book, this 
time for her home province of Antique, 
initially entitled, “Antique, where the 
mountains meet the Sea”. She said 
the proposed book will be her legacy 
because it is her last term in the Senate.

“This will have 18 chapters, 
representing the 18 towns of the 
tangible and intangible heritage of 

Antique. If other provinces would like 
to do something like that, why not,” she 
added.

Legarda said that the book, “From 
the Seas to the Mountains”, is just the 
beginning of the continuing collaboration 
of government agencies and SUCs on 
culture and nature.

“Without culture and nature, there 
is no tourism to speak of in Boracay; 
there is no livelihood to speak of in 
Panay because the preservation of our 
culture, the protection of nature and the 
documentation of nature and culture, it 
is what will set us apart from the rest of 
the country and the world,” she added.

Cimatu described the book as a 
“book for prosperity.”

“We wanted to preserve in written, 
as well as visual record, of how 
traditional knowledge systems and 
practices promoted cultural resiliency 
and sustainable development in the 
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LONG LIFE. Senior citizens associations representatives walk en masse to promote the 
advocacy of the 2018 Elderly Week celebration.
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All the barangays in the 
Province of Guimaras were 
represented by their respective 
Barangay Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Councils 
(BDRRMCs) for a public gab 
on disaster preparedness and 
mitigation.

“Disaster is everybody’s 
concern”, Ms. Teresita Siason, 
Local Disaster Risk and Reduction 
Management Of cer IV said during 
the Orientation-Seminar on DRRM at 
the GTIC Function Hall, San Miguel, 
Jordan, Guimaras on July 17, 2018.

Ms. Siason rationalized how 
disasters affect the communities.

“Disasters can bring damage to 
our lives and properties. Hazards 
affect our communities and we must 
be prepared to combat its effects.”

“We must be equipped with 
knowledge and skills to be prepared 
not only in ourselves but also to our 

Local communities retold of 
disaster preparedness, mitigations

respective families and our fellow 
Guimarasnons,” she added.

Meanwhile, the Philippine Coast 
Guard (PCG)-Guimaras led the 
discussion on several guidelines and 
circulars on the movements of vessels 
during inclement weather conditions 
and disasters.

The activity is in line with 
the observance of the National 
Disaster Resilience Month with the 
theme: “Katalagan sa Kalamidad 
ay Makakamtan kapag Sapat ang 
Kaalaman sa Kahandaan”.

Barangay Captain Ms. Merly 
Gantala of Concordia Sur, Nueva 
Valencia shared her positive insights 
towards the said activity.

“Dako gid ang mabulig sa 
amon barangay sa pagpaalinton 
sang impormasyon, madamo ang 
amon nahibalu-an kon ano ang 
mga buluhaton kon may kalamidad 
kag manami gid ang natun-an kay 

A total of 76 Empowerment and 
Reaf rmation of Paternal Abilities 
(ERPAT) of cers and members were 
given a platform  to be briefed on to 
social issues such as cyber safety, 
disaster preparedness and HIV – 
AIDS.

It is the province’s intervention in 
reaching families, especially fathers as 
advocates of violence and to equip them 
the knowledge and skills on parenting. 
The said activity is also a part of the 
family month celebration to promote the 
children and family welfare.

SP Member Jose na G. Dela Cruz, 
chairperson of Committee on Social 
Services, encouraged the attendees’ 
fathers to uphold their name as the 
head of the family by knowing their roles 
and responsibilities.

“Ang mga tatay nga ari subong, 
nag-attend sang sini nga aktibidad, 
nagakilala man sang ila  sini nga 
responsibilidad sa ila tagsa nga pamilya. 
I hope nga ang ila matun-an gamiton 
nila sa ila tagsa ka panimalay kag indi 
lang sa ila panimalay kundi sa ila man 
nga kumonidad,” she said during the 
opening program held at GTIC Function 
Hall, San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on 
September 25, 2018.

Rev. Edgar L. Garovillo discussed 
the topic about family.  Police Chief 
Inspector Shiela Marie Sardoma of 
Women’s Community Police Department 

makahibalo na kami kon sin-o ang 
amon kadtuan nga agency sang 
gobyerno,” she said.

Further, SN2 Roylee Novisteros, 
PCG member lectured on Typhoon 
Doctrine and Storm Avoidance and 
PO3 Rheinstedt Velasco, PCG 
Deputy Substation Jordan tackled 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
on Safety of Marginalized Fishermen 
Operating Fishing Vessels of three 
gross tons and below.

In addition, Information 
Education Communication Materials 
(IEC) for “Mga Paalala sa mga 
Mangingisda sa panahon ng tag-ulan 
at bagyo” were given and discussed 
by PO1 Wilfredo Duero, PCG 
Substation Commander, Jordan.

The said activity was attended by 
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin, Vice 
Governor John Edward G. Gando 
and PO1 Jerry Dionora, Deputy 
Substation Commander, Buenavista. 

ERPAT members get social issues briefer

Of ce (WCPDO) tackled cyber safety 
and Ms. Teresita G. Siason, head of 
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Of ce (PDRRMO), 
discussed disaster preparedness.

Furthermore, the activity aims to 
equip fathers as the head of the family, 
to increase awareness of fathers on 
gender sensitivity and the participant’s 
awareness of HIV/AIDS prevention.

Mr. Nezzar D. Dichosa of Gaban, 
San Lorenzo, Guimaras, one of the 
attendees, expressed his gratitude of 
being part of the said event.

“Maayo gid nga naghiwat ang 
aton probinsya sang sini nga aktibidad 
para sa amon nga mga tatay para 

madugangan ang amon ihibalo kag 
maaplikar namon sa amon tagsa 
kapanimalay kag sa amon man nga 
komunidad,” he said.

Moreover, the said activity was 
a response of the  ndings of a recent 
research on violence on children that is 
alarming and that based on the research 
and reports, the home was rank number 
one as the sources of abuse which are 
not within the context that family as 
the basic unit of the society has the 
responsibility to provide protection to 
children. 

This year, father congress theme 
is “Tungo sa Maginhawa, Matatag at 
Panatag na Pamilyang Pilipino”.

FOUNDATIONS. Guimarasnon ERPAT members enjoy an interactive activity prior a series of 
talk for current social issues that need resolve from families as the smallest unit in the society.
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reiterates that exercise and healthy diet 
are the key to live longer.

“Gifted kamo sang the gift of life. 
Kag ina naangkon naton tungod man 
sang aton pagpursige,” she said. “Kay 
bisan ano nga bagay kun kita naga-
enjoy sa aton ginahimo, that is a form 
of exercise. So exercise, healthy food,” 
she added. 
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Department of Environment and Natural 
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by the University of the Philippines-
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(SUCs) in the islands.
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importance of the traditional knowledge 
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She said indigenous peoples’ 
groups in the Philippines possess their 
own traditional knowledge that has 
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the next.
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highlights is the spread of health 
and wellness from the sea, which 
enumerates some of the interesting 
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that have been used by indigenous 
communities for medicinal purposes.
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because it is her last term in the Senate.

“This will have 18 chapters, 
representing the 18 towns of the 
tangible and intangible heritage of 
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“Without culture and nature, there 
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there is no livelihood to speak of in 
Panay because the preservation of our 
culture, the protection of nature and the 
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theme: “Katalagan sa Kalamidad 
ay Makakamtan kapag Sapat ang 
Kaalaman sa Kahandaan”.

Barangay Captain Ms. Merly 
Gantala of Concordia Sur, Nueva 
Valencia shared her positive insights 
towards the said activity.

“Dako gid ang mabulig sa 
amon barangay sa pagpaalinton 
sang impormasyon, madamo ang 
amon nahibalu-an kon ano ang 
mga buluhaton kon may kalamidad 
kag manami gid ang natun-an kay 

A total of 76 Empowerment and 
Reaf rmation of Paternal Abilities 
(ERPAT) of cers and members were 
given a platform  to be briefed on to 
social issues such as cyber safety, 
disaster preparedness and HIV – 
AIDS.

It is the province’s intervention in 
reaching families, especially fathers as 
advocates of violence and to equip them 
the knowledge and skills on parenting. 
The said activity is also a part of the 
family month celebration to promote the 
children and family welfare.

SP Member Jose na G. Dela Cruz, 
chairperson of Committee on Social 
Services, encouraged the attendees’ 
fathers to uphold their name as the 
head of the family by knowing their roles 
and responsibilities.

“Ang mga tatay nga ari subong, 
nag-attend sang sini nga aktibidad, 
nagakilala man sang ila  sini nga 
responsibilidad sa ila tagsa nga pamilya. 
I hope nga ang ila matun-an gamiton 
nila sa ila tagsa ka panimalay kag indi 
lang sa ila panimalay kundi sa ila man 
nga kumonidad,” she said during the 
opening program held at GTIC Function 
Hall, San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras on 
September 25, 2018.

Rev. Edgar L. Garovillo discussed 
the topic about family.  Police Chief 
Inspector Shiela Marie Sardoma of 
Women’s Community Police Department 

makahibalo na kami kon sin-o ang 
amon kadtuan nga agency sang 
gobyerno,” she said.

Further, SN2 Roylee Novisteros, 
PCG member lectured on Typhoon 
Doctrine and Storm Avoidance and 
PO3 Rheinstedt Velasco, PCG 
Deputy Substation Jordan tackled 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
on Safety of Marginalized Fishermen 
Operating Fishing Vessels of three 
gross tons and below.

In addition, Information 
Education Communication Materials 
(IEC) for “Mga Paalala sa mga 
Mangingisda sa panahon ng tag-ulan 
at bagyo” were given and discussed 
by PO1 Wilfredo Duero, PCG 
Substation Commander, Jordan.

The said activity was attended by 
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin, Vice 
Governor John Edward G. Gando 
and PO1 Jerry Dionora, Deputy 
Substation Commander, Buenavista. 

ERPAT members get social issues briefer

Of ce (WCPDO) tackled cyber safety 
and Ms. Teresita G. Siason, head of 
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Of ce (PDRRMO), 
discussed disaster preparedness.

Furthermore, the activity aims to 
equip fathers as the head of the family, 
to increase awareness of fathers on 
gender sensitivity and the participant’s 
awareness of HIV/AIDS prevention.

Mr. Nezzar D. Dichosa of Gaban, 
San Lorenzo, Guimaras, one of the 
attendees, expressed his gratitude of 
being part of the said event.

“Maayo gid nga naghiwat ang 
aton probinsya sang sini nga aktibidad 
para sa amon nga mga tatay para 

madugangan ang amon ihibalo kag 
maaplikar namon sa amon tagsa 
kapanimalay kag sa amon man nga 
komunidad,” he said.

Moreover, the said activity was 
a response of the  ndings of a recent 
research on violence on children that is 
alarming and that based on the research 
and reports, the home was rank number 
one as the sources of abuse which are 
not within the context that family as 
the basic unit of the society has the 
responsibility to provide protection to 
children. 

This year, father congress theme 
is “Tungo sa Maginhawa, Matatag at 
Panatag na Pamilyang Pilipino”.

FOUNDATIONS. Guimarasnon ERPAT members enjoy an interactive activity prior a series of 
talk for current social issues that need resolve from families as the smallest unit in the society.
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Guimarasnon seaweed farmers 
from different associations in the 
Province of Guimaras are gearing 
up to massively improve their 
production and culture system.

They underwent a four-day training 
as part of the Department of Agriculture’s 
Philippine Rural Development Project 
(PRDP) to empower the seaweed 
farmers to increase their income.

Dr. Ma. Cecilia P. Farrol, Natural 
Resources Management Specialist of 
Project Support Of ce – Visayas during 
the training held on August 7-10, 2018 
in Suclaran, San Lorenzo, Guimaras 
cited that the objectives of the project is 
to raise the income of seaweed planters 
and to provide innovation in seaweed 
production.

“Ang una-una gid nga rason kon 
nga-a ginhiwat ini nga proyekto ay para 
kamo buligan kon ano ang paagi sa 
pagpadamo sang seaweeds kag ang 
importante ang madugangan ang inyo 
income,”she said.

Further, the Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources presented the 
innovation on seaweed production 
technology and culture system. 

They explained the proper handling, 
precise lining and the correct cleaning 
of seaweeds. 

Engr. Jose Albert V. Barrogo, Deputy 
Project Director of Project Support 
Of ce – Visayas gave an encouraging 
message for the participants to own the 
project.

Farmers prep for massive 
seaweed prod’n, culture system

“This is your project, kami taga 
provide lang gid kami sang support. 
So, if you wanted to be successful, 
pareho kay manong nga nakabakal na 
sa salakyan, amo na bala nga dapat 
mangin mapisan kamo kay para gid na 
sa aton. Seaweeds farmer kamo, at the 
same time, maging businessman man 
kamo,” he said.

Moreover, selected bene ciaries 
received incentives consist of two rolls 
of HDPE nets, PE rope #14, PE rope 
#8,  ve rolls of PE rope #3, three kgs 
of 100 pounds mono lament nylon, 20 
bamboos, and 100kgs of seaweeds 
seedlings. These bene ciaries were 
selected based on their performance 
and the active members were the one 
given the incentives.

As one of the  rst batches trained, 
Mr. Noel Infante of Sabang Seaweed 
Growers Association shared his gained 

knowledge to his fellow seaweed farmer 
the exact construction of seaweeds 
nursery and how he feels that he was 
given the chance to impart this newly 
obtained knowledge to them.

“Nami man kay nahatag ko sila ang 
idea nga natun-an ko man kag actually 
ang ini ubra kami-kami man ang naka 
come-up, gin trial namon didto sa amon 
kag nami man,” he said.

Ms. Marilou Lampitoc of 
Assosasyon sang mga Magagmay nga 
Mangingisda sang Suclaran, one of the 
bene ciaries, is grateful that they were 
the one of the many associations in 
Guimaras selected as recipients of this 
project.

“Dako gid ang pasalamat namun sa 
DA kag sa kay Ma’am Cecil nga permi 
naga bulig sa amon, permi gid kami 
nila nadumduman kag hands-on gid sa 
pagtudlo sa amon,” she said.

SEA-ING THE REALITY. Guimaras local 
seaweed growers and farmers demonstrate 
the proper handling and use of nets to dry 
seaweeds in their communities.

Photo taken during the seaweed production 
training in Suclaran in the town of San Lorenzo
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A technical brie ng was held 
in the Province of Guimaras to 
disseminate information on how to 
reduce cyanide content in cassava 
on Tuesday, July 3.

University of the Philippines 
College of Chemistry Professor Vivian 
Topor cited the possibility of cassava 
being an alternative food.

“Balinghoy (as it is locally known 
in Guimaras), is a security crop; kung 
wala na bala pagkaon sa palibot, wala 
na mabaklan sang pagkaon, kung may 
makita ka nga gatindog nga balinghoy 

Guimaras holds brie ng to counter 
cyanide content in cassava

or stems, sigurado ka gid nga if kutkuton 
mo na, may makita ka nga unod. That’s 
the security that the cassava can give 
us,” she said.

Held at the GTIC Board Room, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras, the 
activity gathered public school teachers 
handling Home Economics and several 
school canteen personnel in the 
province of Guimaras.

It eyes to promote cassava as 
a healthy and nutritious food, impart 
knowledge about cyanide content in 
cassava and enhance network and 

25 farmers have showed interest 
of having an onion farm in the 
Province of Guimaras.

They attended the techno-demo 
training on August 16, 2018 at the 
Technology Demonstration Center 
(TDC), San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

Ms. Lorna T. Morante, Agriculturist 
II of POAS shared her encouraging 
words in her welcome remarks in the 
training.

“Guimaras soil is highly suitable 
for onion production. Tane tun-an tani 
ang pagpadamo sang bombay kay basi 
mangin isa man ta ka producer sang 
sibuyas diri sa Western Visayas nga 
mangin business niyo nga mga onion 
farmers,” she said.

The training aimed to educate the 
onion farmers of the origin and the new 
innovative production of onion and as 
a possibly source of income for the 
farmers.

Mr. Noe Niebres Parocha, Field 
Marketing Supervisor of East-West 
Seed Company, the resource speaker, 
shared his expertise on onion bulb.

He, as well, cited his goal to provide 
innovative production of onion bulb to 
Guimarasnon onion farmers.

25 farmers show interest on onion production
Further, he mentioned a signi cant 

information that onions can help keep a 
healthy body.

“Gusto kung  iimpart sa inyo to, 
mahalaga po ito, na kahit di kayo 
magtanim ng sibuyas basta kumakain 
kayo, kasi malaki ang maitutulong nito 
sa kalusugan. So, ang sibuyas po ay 
nakakatulong para makapagpababa 
o magkontrol ng cancer especially 
ang colon at ovarian cancer, ito rin 
po ay nagpeprevent ng asthma o 
nakapagpababa ng epekto nito, he said.

 Moreover, one of the participants 
Mr. Renato Gallego, 47, from Dasal, 
Sibunag, Guimaras, expressed his 
gratitude for having a chance to gain 
knowledge about the production of 
onion that he can also apply to his own 
farm.

“Manami gid ang pagpresent kag 
nagapasalamat gid ko kay nakaintra 
ako diri, dagdag kaalaman man ini para 
sa amon, kaalaman sa pagtanom sang 
onion kag sa paagi sang pagtanom,” he 
said.

   to page 23

coordination among the stakeholders 
under the agriculture umbrella.

Prof. Topor said that the  rst 
vulnerable victims of cassava cyanide 
poisoning are the children.

It can be noted that 31 students 
of Suclaran National High School 
were brought to Dr. Catalino G. Nava 
Provincial Hospital on November 17, 
2015 after they complained of dizziness 
and stomach disorder after eating 
the cassava cake sold at the school 
canteen.

(CENTER.) Professor Vivian Topor of the UP Visayas with the personnel from 
POAS and selected Home Economics teachers in the Province of Guimaras.

INVEST INTEREST. Guimarasnon farmers give attention to the talk of growing onions, a 
potential endeavor for locals that go for agriculture as the source income.
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Mango baggers from G uimaras 
are being hired by other provinces 
in Luzon and Visayas, the Provincial 
Of ce for Agricultural Services said 
recently.

During the skilled training they 
provided in partnership with Technical 
Education and Skills Development 
Authority (TESDA).

Joejin Galvez, agriculturist at 
POAS, said that the objective of this 
endeavor is to have more skilled mango 
baggers in the province.

Galvez noted that other provinces 
in Luzon and Visayas even hire mango 
baggers from Guimaras.

“Para ini magdamo aton mga 
mango baggers. Kay aton mga baggers 
gina-import pa sang iban nga lugar,” 

“Guimaras mango baggers, 
skilled, in demand”

DA to help boost production, 
marketing of Guimaras mangoes

according to Galvez.
Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 

reminded the participants that in their 
hands lie the responsibility to maintain 
the excellent quality of the product 
which the province is known after.

“Kun ano ang itsura kag kakinis 
sang aton paho, kamo na. Ang 
probinsiya sang Guimaras, ginadala 
ang ngalan sang paho naton. We push 
this too hard nga makalab-ot kita indi 
lang outside Guimaras kundi sa iban 
nga pungsod. Kun ano subong aton 
probinsiya, bangud ini sa ngalan sang 
mangga,” Gumarin said. 

The stature of Guimaras known to 
have the sweetest mangoes in the world 
is because of the quality of the product 
that the province produces, according 

to Gumarin.
Further, the governor said that 

providing training for mango baggers 
should be done every year.

On the said event, participants 
were given lectures on agricultural 
practices for mango planting and 
harvesting, the quality of bagging 
material and on hand demonstration 
of the proper harness for the safety 
of baggers by the personnel from the 
Bureau of Plant Industry.

At the conclusion of the event, the 
participants were given certi cates from 
TESDA. 

The activity held on August 14-16, 
2018 in CAVES Conference Room, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras, was 
participated by 22 participants.

The Department of Agriculture 
(DA) is bringing in investors to the 
province of Guimaras to boost its 
production and look for markets, 
not only in the Philippines but also 
abroad.

On Wednesday, the province’s 
mango growers met with Agriculture 
Secretary Emmanuel Piñol, who 
brought with him investors who could 
help revitalize the mango industry of 
Guimaras, said Provincial Agriculturist 
Ronnie Morante in a phone interview 
Friday.

The secretary brought with him 

investor Archie Po, the Filipino owner 
of the Lion Air Company based in 
Singapore, whom he urged to help in 
marketing Guimaras mangoes abroad.

Po has a 727 cargo plane that 
can transport up to 20 metric tons of 
mangoes every other day.

Aside from Po, Piñol was also 
joined by technical experts on mango 
rejuvenation to help farmers rehabilitate 
old mango trees and those that are 
sprayed by chemical pesticides.

Once rejuvenated, a tree can have 
an average yield of 1.5 metric tons from 
the current average of 500 kilograms.

Morante said the investors and the 
Agriculture Department will be providing 
support to the growers by establishing 
a packing plant on a vacant area of the 
Bureau of Plant Industry in Guimaras.

It will also serve as a buying station 
the farmers can bring their mango 
produce to for sorting, treatment, 
packaging and marketing, he added.

They will also be provided with 
technology and appropriate training as 
among the support.

Morante added though that they 
still have to come up with an agreement 

   to page 24

HUMAN CRANE. A Guimarasnon mango bagger in action 
of  harvesting mangoes ready for market.
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Guimaras State 
College turns 50

partnership with the local government 
units for years has developed into a 
seed of development.

“In the past 50 years, the seed has 
become a pivotal element in fostering 
the Filipino values towards building 
the human capital of our province 
and innovation capacity towards the 
development of our country as a whole,” 
he said.

“Nagbunga ang aton paghugpong 
kag ini magapadayon sa idalom sang 
aton mga aktibo kag sinsiro nga mga 
lideres halin sa inyo kapitolyo probinsiyal 
asta sa sa mga administrador kag 
manugtudlo sa ini nga buluthu-an, he 
added.

One of the highlights of the said 
celebration is the State of the College 
Address of Dr. Rogelio Artajo, GSC 

President.
The event was followed by the 

parade of 50 lechons and a luncheon at 
the Agri-Eco Area of the campus.

Further, 50 Most Outstanding 
Alumni of the GSC were likewise 
awarded including Asst. Provincial 
Planning and Development Coordinator 
and Of cer -in-Charge of the Planning 
Of ce Ms. Nolinda Ronzales, Provincial 
Health Of cer Dr. NL Cathrel Nava.

Ma. Luz  Muchada of the Provincial 
Health Of ce and Former Board 
Member Gerry Yucon received a 
posthumous recognition.

Congresswoman Ma. Lucille 
Nava and Buenavista Mayor likewise 
delivered their messages.

GSC benefactors and retirees were 
recognized and awarded.

ONE BLOOD. Guimaras government of cials 
show their support during the Golden 
Foundation Anniversary of the lone tertiary 
school in the island.

GUIMARAS PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS WITH GSC OFFICIALS AND GUESTS

Guimaras State College (GSC), 
the only state-run higher education 
institution in the province, celebrated 
its 50th Founding Anniversary on July 
4, 2018.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin said 
how this year is special for both the 
Province and the said college.

“This year is a year that we 
Guimarasnons must celebrate. 
Manggahan Festival turned 25th and 
the GSC on its 50th. This links the 
signi cance of our local culture and 
the academe sector towards long-term 
development as we go towards the 
vision of becoming the agri-eco tourism 
capital of the region,” he said.

“The long decades as an 
educational institution of the GSC as a 
higher learning ground empowers the 
youth: the future of our island,” he cited.

He said that the vigor for education 
and social involvement of the GSC in 

GOVERNOR SAMUEL T. GUMARIN, MD, MPH
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Ms. Lorna T. Morante, 
Agriculturist II of the Provincial Of ce 
of Agricultural Services (POAS), said 
that or ganic farming methods need 
to be shared to other agro – forestry 
co-operators and farmers.

“The organic farming method seeks 
to increase long term soil fertility. So it 
is good nga may-ara nata cooperators 
sa taga munisipyo para sila nato ang 
manguna sa ila lugar. Nationwide 
educational and promotional campaign 
for organic farming like sang aton 
training subong. Kung pwede pa lang 
ang aton nga matun-an i-hands-on 
naton pag abot naton sa aton balay 
kag ipabalo sa iban,” she said during 
the training on organic farming held on 
September 18-20, 2018, at the Bamboo 
Garden Restaurant Igcawayan, San 
Lorenzo, Guimaras.

Agro – forestry cooperators, 
farm workers and the  ve municipal 
agriculturist of the province of Guimaras 
were the participants of the said training. 

Network organic farming 
says Guimaras agriculturist

The training aims to capacitate 
them with the knowledge and skills 
on natural way of farming thereby 
producing vegetables free of synthetic 
chemicals hazardous to health and the 
environment.

Moreover, the training includes to 
provide the participants farm equipment 
such as garden tools, ingredients 
for concoctions and African Night 
Crawler for vermin-cast production 
to complement organic vegetables 
production to support trading industry, 
promote healthy lifestyle of the 
consumers and to have an agri-

ecotourism environment friendly in the 
province.

Meanwhile, Ms. Brenda Hansson of 
Igcawayan, San Lorenzo, Guimaras, an 
agro-forestry co-operators expressed 
her gratitude to the facilitators of the 
said training.

“We learned how to plant organic 
and where to sell our products. Nabal-
an namon ang mga harmful nga 
chemicals, specially ang grass killers. 
Naga pasalamat gid kami sang dako 
sa mga nabal-an namon kag salamat 
man sa pag-imbitar sa amon sa sini nga 
training,” she said.

NETWORKING. Ms. Lorna Morante discusses 
about organic farming and the different methods 
for agro-forestry co-operators and farmers.

PARTICIPANTS OF THE ORGANIC FARMING 
ADVOCACY TALK
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The Guimaras Provincial Peace 
and Order Council (PPOC) is seeking 
to reclassify and upgrade the 
Guimaras Police Provincial Of ce 
(GPPO) from Class C to Class B. 

During the third quarter meeting 
of PPOC on July 19, 2018 at the GTIC 
Function Hall, PSSupt. Julio T. Gustilo, 
Jr. requested for the said reclassi cation. 

 The said upgrading, once approved, 
will eventually increase the number of 
police personnel of the province.

He cited the increasing record of 
tourist arrivals of the province as one of 
the major reasons.

“One of the reasons for 
reclassi cation from Class C to Class 
B is the future bridge construction. We 

Guimaras POC seeks ‘class 
upgrade’ for Provincial Police

also have another reason which is the 
increasing number of tourist arrivals,” 
said PSSupt. Gustilo. 

Further, the location of the province 
as ‘route network’ for the provinces 
of Panay and Negros – two major 
islands still with the presence of New 
Peoples’ Army (NPA) rebels, is likewise 
considered a major reason.

“One of the reasons is the ‘strategic 
location’ of the province of Guimaras that 
it is somehow one of the justi cations 
of our Regional Director to tag the 
Guimaras Province as transhipment 
point of drugs that are located between 
Panay Island and Negros. 

He said that we are still not free 
from the threats of Communist Party of 

the Philippines (CPP) - New People’s 
Army (NPA) - National Democratic Front 
(NDF).” 

PSSupt. Gustilo also said that 
the proposed construction of bridge 
connecting Panay and Negros Island is 
eyed to bring threats to peace and order 
of the island.

“The preparation of the proposed 
construction of bridge that will connect 
the Province of Guimaras to Panay and 
Negros Island, if that push through we 
will have dif culties in securing the island 
of Guimaras.” said PSSupt. Gustilo.

Moreover, the PPOC moved for a 
resolution recommending to the Regional 
Peace and Order Council (RPOC) to 
adopt the said reclassi cation.

PROACTIVE. PSSupt. Julio P. Gustilo, Jr. presents to the 
Provincial Peace and Order Council the rationale for the 
proposal of upgrading the GPPO.
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Cooperative members and crew 
of different motorbanca associations 
in the province of Guimaras gathered 
to plan out a systematic enhancement 
on their daily operations.

Fifty- ve crew from the 
municipalities of Jordan and Buenavista 
underwent a workshop for sea transport 
enhancement conducted by the 
Guimaras Provincial Tourism Of ce last 
August 2, 2018 at GTIC Function Hall, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin in his 
message stressed that the province’s 
economy is highly dependent on sea 
transport plying the Iloilo-Guimaras 
route.

It is high time according to the 
governor, to address the problems of 
the sea transport system due to the 
increase of tourist arrivals in Guimaras.

“Guimaras is composed of four 
wharves, two facing in Negros, two 
facing in Iloilo. Ang pinaka-very busy 
nga mga ports, amo ini ang duha ka 
ports: Jordan kag Buenavista. I had the 
experience sang una kag nagapakita 
nga ang aton ekonomiya is highly 
dependent sa duha sini ka transport 
sector nga naga-ply between Guimaras, 
back and forth, Iloilo. Amo man ini 
ang transport sector nga daw medyo 
importante sa aton tourism industry... 
indi lang medyo, kundi importante 
sa aton tourism industry, rason nga 
napuwersa kita tanan nga ari kita diri 
subong. We will have to work out, work 

Guimaras motorbanca groups 
all set for systematic upgrade

it out kun paano ta ini masolusyunan,” 
Gumarin said.   

The activity aims to solicit inputs 
from different stakeholders and the 
motorbanca crews themselves on how 
to improve the facilities of Iloilo Parola 
Wharf for the ef cient travel of the 
passengers going to Buenavista and 
Jordan wharves.

Several concerns on the operation 
of the motorbancas were presented 
by Provincial Tourism Of ce OIC Ms. 
Liberty Ferrer, during the activity, such 
as the situation in Ortiz and Parola 
wharves during peak hours, limited 
number of boats, abuse of privilege 
lanes, limited facilities, delay in 
departure caused by the embarkation 
and disembarkation of cargoes and 
increment weather condition among 
others.

According to Ferrer, this was derived 
from their consultation and dialogue 
with the motorbanca associations of the 
two municipalities.

Engineer Evan Arnel Arias, one 
of the speakers during the workshop, 
underlined the importance of the 
maritime sector as it consists the 2.62 
percent of the Philippine gross domestic 
product (GDP).

However, Arias said that 
infrastructure is the biggest problem of 
the country’s maritime industry with it’s 
quality of ports, high cost of domestic 
shipping and poor safety record being 
number one in East Asia in terms of the 

number of maritime casualties. 
“Poor infrastructure ang number 

one nga problema sang Philippine 
maritime industry. Very behind kita 
globally. In terms of infrastructure, very 
behind ang Pilipinas,” Arias said.

On his part, Vice Governor Atty. 
John Edward Gando warned that if 
these concerns can not be addressed, 
this will affect the image of the province 
and the tourism industry in Guimaras.

Further, Gando added that the 
safety of the commuters can not be 
compromised and it is important to 
create a lasting impression on tourists 
and residents of the province through 
an improved transport system. 

“This matter should be addressed 
properly. Kay kun hinali gani 
madisgrasya ang ini nga bagay, maguba 
ang turismo sang Guimaras, maguba 
ang imahe sang Guimaras, damo may 
ma-intra sang kinagamo, damo na indi 
magkadto sa Guimaras kay gakadudla 
sila sa transport system,” according to 
Gando.

Stakeholders should not wait for 
other investors to build more ef cient 
transport systems that will cause the 
loss of livelihood of the motorbanca 
crew.

The event was also attended 
by representatives from Philippine 
Coast Guard (PCG), Maritime Industry 
Authority (MARINA), Philippine National 
Police (PNP), Department of Education 
(DepEd) and other stakeholders.

THINK BIG. Governor Samuel T. Gumarin narrates 
the socio-economic briefer of the island province 
of Guimaras to the members of the sea transport 
aligned to the vision of becoming the agri-eco-
tourism capital of Western Visayas.
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“Diri sa Guimaras big producers 
gid kita, this would also explain nga 
kon pagyamanin pa naton ang aton 
production, indi lang kita makilala 
as mango country, basi cashew 
country man,” Ms. Lilia P. Habaña of 
Guimaras National Crop Research 
Development and Production 
Support Center (GNCRD-PSC) said 
during an interface with cashew 
growers in the Province of Guimaras.

20 cashew growers from the 
different municipalities participated in 
the said venue for production training 
on August 14, 2018 at the Technology 
Demonstration Center, San Miguel, 
Jordan, Guimaras.

Guimaras a potential cashew country

Guimaras town holds preventive evacuation 

The province is highly suitable for 
high value crops production such as 
cashew, also given that the demand 
for roasted cashew is so high that it 
reached the price of P1,000 per kilo and 
it helps them to raise their production 
that will surely lead to the increase of 
their income.

One of the participants Ms. Lea 
Ganea from Bugnay, Jordan, Guimaras 
expressed her gratitude to be part of 
this training.

“Inspired gid ako magdugang tanum 
sang kasoy, nagapasalamat man ako 
kay nakahibalo naku magmanage sang 
akon mga tanum nga kasoy kag happy 
gid nga naselect ako nga mag-attend sa 

A total of 45 households, 
composed of 156 individuals 
from Sitio Unisan of Barangay 
Guiwanon, are now staying in 
an evacuation center following a 
preemptive evacuation undertaken 
by the Local Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Of ce 
(LDRRMO) of the municipality of 
Nueva Valencia, Guimaras.

LDRRM of cer Loren Gallarda, in 
an interview Friday, said they began 
the evacuation on Wednesday.

The evacuees are now staying at 
the Cabalagnan Elementary School 
Evacuation Center in Barangay 
Cabalagnan, a mainland village of the 
municipality.

“They are the ones who are 
vulnerable to wind and sea waves,” 
he said, adding that those evacuated 
were children, women and senior 
citizens.

The men were left behind to take 
care of their belongings on the island. 
“They were just told to be ready,” he 
added.

Sitio Unisan is an island sitio of 
Guiwanon, which is also an island 
barangay of Nueva Valencia.

He said that 17 of the 22 villages of 
Nueva Valencia are situated in coastal 
areas.

However, there was no preemptive 
evacuation conducted in other coastal 
barangays.

“We have no typhoon signal. What 
we have here are rains. All other coastal 
barangays are informed and advised to 
just prepare,” he said.

He also assured that those 
staying in evacuation centers are 
provided with necessary provisions by 
the local government unit, volunteer 
organizations and other donors.

The province of Guimaras has 

been experiencing moderately 
strong winds with occasional light 
rain showers and moderately rough 
coastal waters.

As part of their precautionary 
measures, the municipalities of Nueva 
Valencia and Jordan also suspended 
classes in all levels in both private and 
public schools.

Moreover, motor bancas serving 
the Iloilo-Guimaras and vice-versa 
route will only be sailing until 6 p.m.

However, the trips “will be 
cancelled anytime when sea travel 
is dangerous as per discretion of the 
Philippine Coast Guard,” according 
to an advisory from the provincial 
government.

The provincial government 
through its disaster risk reduction and 
management council (DRRMC) also 
alerted all municipal and barangay 
DRRMCs. /PNA

sini nga training kay nadugangan ang 
akon knowledge,” she said.

The Province of Guimaras 
facilitates cashew production training 
together with the DARF Of ce VI 
under its high value crop development 
program to uphold its place as the rank 
no. 1 in cashew production in Western 
Visayas.

INFO DRIVE. Ms. Lilia Habaña talks about the proper ways and processes of cashew harvesting 
and postharvest handling.
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Guimaras private schools 
teachers upscaled their skills to be 
more globally competitive.

215 teachers from 26 different 
private schools participated in seminar 
while learning in Guimaras Trade and 
Information Center (GTIC), San Miguel, 
Jordan, Guimaras on August 20, 2018.

This in – service training entitled 
capacity building seminar for teachers 
and administrator was initiated by the 
Guimaras Private Schools Association 
(GPSA) in cooperation with St. 
Augustine Publications, Inc. with the 
theme: “Transformative Intervention 
in Learning, Teaching and Leading for 
Tomorrow, Today”. 

Private school teachers upscale skills 

Guimaras schools to vie in regional stats quiz

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
acknowledged the Guimaras private 
schools in its huge part in the success of 
the previous Western Visayas Regional 
Athletic Association (WVRAA) Meet.

“Nalab-ot naton ang maayo nga 
istado sa sports bangod sa madamu 
niyo nga daog. Hopefully, gapangayo 
liwat sa inyo ang probinsya nga 
padayunon naton ini,” he said.

Further, Dr. Rey M. Revuelto an 
International Lecturer, Consultant and 
In – house Resource Speaker of St. 
Augustine Publications, Inc. got his 
co-teachers in uproar by entertaining 
them with his boisterousness and witty 
remarks as a creative strategy in his 

way of teaching.
Dr. Revuelto mentioned that the 

best way of teaching was by being 
comfortable with the learners.

We are trying to globalize our 
schools and our way of teaching by 
upgrading our teaching skill. Knowing 
and getting comfortable with our 
learners. The best thing is for us to be 
globally recognized,” he said

Moreover, the objectives of the 
said training is to capacitate the 
private schools teachers with the 21st 
century teaching skills, to enhance 
their teaching basic skills and to update 
them with the trends in the K – 12 Basic 
Education Program.

Two national high schools 
from the province of Guimaras 
are set to compete with winning 
schools from  ve other provinces 
of Western Visayas in the Regional 
Statistics Quiz contest this 
October.

The two schools are San Lorenzo 
National High School (SLNHS) and 
Simeon J. Jabasa National High 
School.

SLNHS topped the 2018 
Guimaras Statistics Quiz provincial 
elimination round which was 
participated in by 18 schools on 
September 4 at the Provincial 
Covered Gym in San Miguel, Jordan.

The SLNHS team composed 
of Iryn Joie A. Gadot, Allyzza 
Kaye G. Quezon, and Rachelle G. 

Sauquillo dominated the  nal round 
of the contest. They were coached by 
Teacher Janet J. Padernal, Teacher III.

As second placer, Simeon J. 
Jabasa National High School will join 
SLNHS in the regional competition 
as part of the activities in support to 
the 29th National Statistics Month 
celebration carrying the theme, 
“Exploring Philippine Wonders 
in Numbers: Statistics Towards 
Sustainable Tourism Development.”

All the participating junior high 
school students of each school and 
their coaches were given a certi cate 
of participation while students who 
won  rst place in the contest received 
a cash prize of Php1, 000.00 each with 
a certi cate of commendation.

On the other hand, the second 

and third placers received the same 
certi cates with cash prizes of 
Php700.00 and Php500.00 each.

PSA Guimaras Chief Statistical 
Specialist Nelida B. Losare said the 
Provincial Government of Guimaras 
through its Provincial Planning 
and Development Of ce and the 
Department of Education Schools 
Division of Guimaras in partnership 
with the Provincial Statistics 
Committee-Guimaras spearheaded 
the contest.

The event aimed at developing 
the appreciation among students of 
the importance and value of statistics 
towards sustainable development as 
well as exploring and discovering their 
skills in statistics and its application 
in other  elds of interest./PIA6-Iloilo

GOVERNOR SAMUEL T. GUMARIN, MD, MPH

PARTICIPANTS IN THE CAPACITY BUILDING SEMINAR 
FOR TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS.
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The different distinct cultural and 
heritage resources in the province of 
Guimaras were revisited as  part of its 
thrust of Local Cultural Development 
Planning.

The National Commission for 
Culture and Arts (NCCA) provided 
insights through an orientation on Local 
Cultural Development Planning on 
August 17, 2018 at Casa Guest  House 
Function Hall, San Miguel, Jordan, 
Guimaras.

Guimaras revisits cultural, 
heritage resources

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
encouraged the attendees to grasp the 
local cultural development planning to 
disseminate the culture of Guimaras.

“Hopefully indi niyo ni pagbuy-an. 
It will create many more opportunities 
para sa kultura naton nga mga 
Guimarasnon,” he said.

Further, the NCCA presented the 
cultural mapping project an activity 
that can identify the distinct cultural 
resources from the  ve municipalities 

and at the same time can properly record 
a heritage resource for future reference. 

They suggested establishing 
necessary heritage conservation 
councils who shall lead in the 
conservation of the local cultural 
heritage as well as develop legislation, 
bills, and guidelines for safeguarding 
the cultural heritage of the province.

Moreover, Ms Liberty N. Ferrer, 
of cer-in-charge of Provincial Tourism 
Of ce cited the cultural achievements 
of the province as a starting point of the 
cultural mapping project particularly in 
the barangay.

“Nakastart na po kami ng cultural 
mapping. Ang  rst na output ng 
Guimaras is that ang sa Salvacion, 
Buenavista, narecord na natin. May 
book na kita for the culture of Salvacion 
Buenavista,” Ferrer said.

“With collected efforts na din ng 
community and the teachers sila  na din 
po ang nag-edit nito. After that prinaktis 
pa din naming po ang cultural mapping. 
We have now ang draft for Hoskyn and 
Sapal,” she added.

The objective of the said orientation 
is to educate and encourage the 
Local Government Units (LGUs) to 
support and incorporate programs for 
the conservation and preservation 
of National Cultural Heritage in their 
environmental, educational and cultural 
activities.

Guimaras corn production booms in Q3 2018
The Guimaras corn production 

boomed during the 3rd quarter of 
2018 registering a total output of 
1,880 metric tons higher by nearly 
three times than its production in the 
same quarter a year ago at an output 
of 657 metric tons.

According to the gathered data 
released by the Philippine Statistics 
Authority, production of both white 
and yellow corn improved in Q3 2018 
compared to the same quarter a year 
ago in which the yellow corn output 
expanded by thirteen times higher than 
its previous year’s production registering 
at 1,199 metric tons from a recorded 
output of 94 metric tons brought about 
by the expansion on planted area and 
area harvested.

The expansion of farms planted to 
yellow corn was noted due to increasing 
demand of this corn type for animal 
feeds and availability of seeds provided 
to bene ciary farmers given by the 
Department of Agriculture and Local 
Government Units.

Moreover, the white corn production 
at 681 metric tons during the third quarter 
of the current year was higher by 20.96 
percent over the same quarter of its Figure 1. Volume of Corn Production by Crop Type, Guimaras: 3rd Quarter 2018

previous year’s 563 metric tons despite 
of contraction on area harvested.

The harvested area of white corn 
contracted by 1.85 percent, from last 
year’s 270 hectares to 265 in the 
current year and yellow corn expanded 
by 1,011.11 percent, translating to 300 
hectares in the said quarter of this year 
from last year’s 27 hectares only.

Meanwhile, in terms of percentage 
share to the total area, yellow corn 
accounted for 53.10 percent while white 

corn shared only 46.90 percent.
Comparing production across 

provinces, Guimaras ranks 4th 
contributing 1.33 percent to the region’s 
total production of 141,564 metric tons 
in Q3 2018. Negros Occidental is the 
top corn producer, contributing more 
than half to the region’s total production. 
Following with a large gap were Iloilo with 
24.57 percent and Capiz with a share of 
20.75, while Antique and Aklan shared 
0.90 and 0.65 percent, respectively.

PLANNING FROM THE PAST. Designated Municipal Tourism Of cers of the different towns of 
Guimaras discuss their respective plans for the cultural mapping.
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Members of the Guimaras 
Investors Club (GIC) and local 
businessmen consider the use of 
solar energy in their operations.

In a business forum organized 
by the GIC and PHINMA Energy 
Corporation, Solar System Application 
for Power Quality and Reliability was 
presented as a potential investment to 
reduce cost and promote renewable 
energy.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
said that the presentation of system 
is aligned to the long term vision of 
Guimaras.

Local biz mull solar energy use

117 junkies complete rehab

“Guimaras is standing as an agri 
– eco tourism capital in Region VI. For 
nearly more than 13 years, we made 
ourselves admirable as Guimarasnons 
nga ma-push forward ang ini nga lalab-
uton sang vision of the Province of 
Guimaras”, he said.

Further, Gumarin emphasized 
the importance of solar energy to the 
people of Guimaras.

“I, for once, nga nagasiling nga 
kinahanglanon sang mga hospital, 
kinahanglanon sang aton probinsiya. 
And, I think ma-feel niyo man nga 
kinahanglanon ni sang aton residential 

areas kag mga commercial areas”, he 
said.

Moreover, PHINMA Energy 
President, Chief Executive Of cer, 
and the former Department of Energy 
Secretary Dr. Francisco L. Viray 
presented the Solar System Application 
for Power Quality and Reliability, and its 
signi cance as a renewable energy.

PHINMA operates the 54-MW 
Wind Farm in San Lorenzo town in the 
Province of Guimaras.

It contributed massively to the 
600% increase in recorded investment 
in the province in 2013.

One hundred seventeen drug 
surrenderers in the province of 
Guimaras completed a community-
based rehabilitation program on 
Sept. 21.

They were all from the 
town of Buenavista, said Senior 
Superintendent Julio Gustilo, 
Guimaras police director.

Forty-eight more would be 
“graduating” next month, said Gustilo.

Since 2016, Guimaras saw 

the voluntary surrender of 747 drug 
personalities.

The rural health units of  ve 
municipalities – Jordan, Nueva 
Valencia, Buenavista, San Lorenzo, and 
Sibunag – offered free rehabilitation in 
coordination with the Department of 
Health.

Gustilo hopes that before this year 
ends, all the 747 drug surrenderers 
would have successfully completed 
their rehabilitation and thus eligible to 

CLEAN ENERGY, CLEAN GOVERNANCE. PHINMA Energy President Chief Executive Of cer and 
former DOE Secretary Dr. Fransisco L. Viray presents the advantages of having the solar system 
applications in the  eld of business and other operations in the Province of Guimaras together 
with the members of the Guimaras Investors Club and other local businesses in the island. 

receive further assistance from the 
Department of Social Welfare and 
Development.

The provincial government allotted 
P1.8 million for the drug rehabilitation 
program.

Gustilo also expressed con dence 
that all 98 barangays in Guimaras 
would be declared drug cleared.

He urged municipal police chiefs 
to exert more effort to monitor new drug 
pushers in their respective areas./PN 

PPOC 74.64% 68%Provincial Peace and Order 
Council Functionality

Provincial Anti-Drug Abuse 
Council Functionality

PadaC
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For hitting the tape of a rabies-
free Philippines by 2020, Guimaras 
has sustained its fair share.

The island-province was given 
recognition by the Department of 
Health (DOH) for maintaining its rabies-

5-year rabies-free tag retained

Guimaras’ 5.2 percent inflation 
slowest among provinces

free status for the past  ve years, 
held during the 28th National Rabies 
Summit on September 27, 2018 at Blue 
Leaf Filipinas, Parañaque City, Metro 
Manila.

Dr. Ma. Theresa Macainan, head of 

the Provincial Veter inary Of ce (PVET), 
underlined that the province has not 
recorded any human deaths caused by 
rabies within the said period.

The comprehensive prevention and 
elimination program  of the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras is the key to 
neutralize the deadly virus according to 
Macainan.

The island prides itself with 
functional veterinary quarantine 
services at major ports of the province.

Dr. Macainan added that the 
province has sustained anti-rabies 
disease prevention and control 
programs.

Aside from continuous vaccination, 
there is also spay and neuter programs 
for dogs and cats in Guimaras.

“We have localized comprehensive 
rabies prevention, control and 
elimination programs. The Provincial 
Government of Guimaras allocate funds 
for sustainable anti-rabies disease 
prevention, program ang projects. We 
also have spay and neuter programs 
for dogs and cats,” said Macainan. 

Riding high on the success of 
the program, Dr. Macainan assured 
the commitment of the provincial 
government for Guimaras to remain 
free of rabies.  

The year on year headline 
in ation rate of Guimaras province 
recorded at 5.2 percent in October 
2018 was the slowest among the six 
provinces of Western Visayas region.

From a 7.2 percent in August, 
in ation settled to 6.2 percent in 
September and 5.2 percent in October 
translating to a 1.0 percentage point 
decrease every month.

The decreased in ation was 
driven by the slowdown indices of non-
food particularly on Housing, water, 
electricity, gas, and other fuels, which 
dropped by 2.94 percent.

Faster month on month increment 
was noted in transport at an index of 
1.70 percent.

The other commodity group 
however, gained less than one percent 
except for Clothing and Footwear; 
Communication; Health; and Alcoholic 
beverage and tobacco whose indices 
remained unchanged.

Comparing in ation across 
provinces for three consecutive months, 

Aklan experienced an erratic trend while 
Antique, Capiz and Negros Occidental 
consistently gained. Iloilo however, 

Fig. 1. Comparative In ation Rate, by Province: Aug to Oct 2018

pegged at 6.5 percent in October and 
only Guimaras province managed to 
further slowdown every month.

SUSTAINED TARGET. Dr. Ma. Theresa Macainan, Provincial Veterinarian, receives the plaque of 
recognition for maintaining the rabies-free declaration.
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The new Government Service 
Insurance System (GSIS) Iloilo 
Manager Ms. Vilma L. Fuentes met 
with Guimarasnon employees to  ag 
their agency’s programs.

In the forum organized by the 
New Guimaras Provincial Employees 
Association (NGPEA) on August 1, 2018, 
Fuentes cited th e importance of having 
lesser stress and enjoying pension.

“If you are young, business-minded 
pa, choose option one. Within  ve years, 
okay, get your pension for capital, pero 
if you’re aged 60 or 65, would you like 
to have stress, tension in putting up a 
business, then I advise choose option 
two which is acquiring your pension 
every 18 months,” she said.

“And you know what, ang tinuturo 
kong motto sa ating mga retirees ay 
goodbye tension, hello pension,” she 
further stated.

Moreover, issues and concerns 
about retirement bene ts, pension 
funds, social bene ts and loans were 
discussed.

“We live within our means”, Dr. 
Alejandro D. Araneta, Guimaras 
Provincial Administrator pointed in his 
welcome remarks.

He stated the implication of acquiring 

GSIS to Guimaras employees: 
“goodbye tension, hello pension”

islands of Panay and Guimaras,” he 
said.

He said the “traditional practice 
of protecting and conserving our 
environment was reversed because of 
the over-development of Boracay.”

However, Cimatu said that since 
the island is now on its fourth month of 
a six-month rehabilitation, a “new and 
better” Boracay will reopen on October 
26.

“The book on traditional 

knowledge practices mirrors the 
mandate of the DENR to conserve, 
manage and develop the environment 
and natural resources of the country 
for the welfare of the present and future 
generations of Filipinos,” he said.

The book was made possible 
through the collaboration of UPV, 
Guimaras State University, Aklan State 
University, University of Antique, Capiz 
State University and West Visayas 
State University.

During the launch, copies of 
the book were distributed among 

congressmen in Panay and Guimaras, 
governors and SUCs.

Prof. Martin G. Genodepa, editor 
of the book, hoped it would be able to 
contribute to the preservation of the 
islands’ intangible cultural heritage.

“This, in return, will foster a more 
culturally resilient people who work 
with nature and the environment and 
make possible development that is 
sustainable,” he said in his speech.

Held at the covered gym of the 
UPV, the book launch also marked the 
International Indigenous Peoples Day.

  Book on traditional... from page 16 

The provincial government provided 
the necessary medical assistance 
to affected students of alleged food 
poisoning.

 “We have to bear in mind later sa 
akon discussion nga may ara balinghoy 
nga safe gid siya katama kan-on sang 
tawo kag may ara man balinghoy nga 
indi na ta tani mag compete kay para na 
siya ya sa starch kag kung ano pa nga 
industrial processes, she said.

Further, the participants were able 

a loan and the value of its purpose.
 “Dapat ang loan niyo may kadtuan, 

may punto kun diin makadto, and ang 
inyo income surplus sang inyo expenses 
para prepare kita sa aton nga future,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, Mr. Mark Ken Carmelita, 
Member Services Of cer III PAG-IBIG 
Molo Branch presented the signi cance 
of being a member of PAG-IBIG Fund 

and its advantages.
In addition, Governor Samuel T. 

Gumarin hand the management of Food 
Canteen including creating the new 
policies and obtaining the rental fee for 
extra fund to the association.

The said assembly aimed to 
enlighten and orient its members the 
up-to-date information presented and to 
amend the new policies of NGPEA.

to observe an actual demonstration  a 
hands-on activity using the Cassava 
Cyanide Color Wheel Test Kit or the 
sodium picrate method to determine the 
cyanide content of cassava.

As a general take home message  
for the participants and the provincial 
government personnel, Prof. Topor 
said that there is a need to cultivate 
low cyanide cassava varieties, and let 
freshly harvested cassava stay for two 
to three days before cooking.

She likewise shared to peel, dry or 
process cassava roots before cooking, 

cut them into smaller sizes peeled 
cassava roots before cooking and open 
the pot/casserole when boiling them to 
release cyanide.

Cassava is one of the agriculture 
banner commodities of the Province of 
Guimaras.

Some of cassava related 
activities of the provincial government 
are cassava production training, 
hydrocyanic acid determination, 
livelihood training and product 
enhancement and food safety 
activities.
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Photo taken during the courtesy call of 
GSIS of cials to Gov. Samuel T. Gumarin.
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that is favorable to both the growers and 
the investors.

Guimaras has a total of 7,290 
mango growers. The mango population 
is now at 274, 822 trees but they are 
not fully maximized due to the limited 
resources of growers, especially on 
 nancing. Only about 40 percent of the 
mango trees are induced, he said.

However, with the help of the DA 
and investors, it could reach up to 70 to 
80 percent.

Morante said that based on 
history, the highest production in the 

province was only 12, 732 metric tons. 
If maximized, it can reach up to 20,000 
metric tons.

“There will be more contractors 
who will go back and invest because 
they know there is a market,” he said.

They will also be identifying areas 
that they can open to investors. They 
expect to thresh out the details next 
month.

At present, 70 percent of the 
mango plantation in Guimaras is 
grown in backyards and 30 percent 
in the orchards. Except for one small 
plantation that sells its product abroad, 
the other mango produce goes to the 

local market.
Once the production has improved, 

one of the possible markets is South 
Korea, Morante said.

President Rodrigo Duterte gifted 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
with premium mangoes from Guimaras 
during his state visit to South Korea 
in June. During the visit, they found 
out that the price of a box with nine 
mangoes equivalent to two kilograms 
costs USD50 US, Morante quoted 
Secretary Piñol as saying.

“It was so far the sweetest mango 
that’s why they prefer to get from 
Guimaras,” he said. /PNA 

  DA to help... from page 18

5

VisMin unions en 
masse in Guimaras

United for employees’ welfare, 
public sector unions from Visayas 
and Mindanao archipelagoes 
convened in the island – province of 
Guimaras for the  rst time.

Some 147 public sector employees 
who are members of the different Public 
Sector Unions (PSUs) from Visayas 
and Mindanao attended the said forum 
entitled “Visayas and Mindanao Public 
Sector Unions” on September 19-21, 
2018 at the Provincial Covered Gym, 
San Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

Director Vizur-Ty C. Gaitano shared 
how the New Guimaras Provincial 
Employees Association (NGPEA) 
becomes an example for other unions. 
“The birth of an effective and ef cient 
public service delivery through public 
sector union is here in Guimaras. It 
will be nurtured and sustained by the 
NGPEA with sel ess leadership and 
commitment to cultivate good and 
honest governance. “Congratulations 
for a wonderful job. Happy To Serve”, 
Gaitano said.

Meanwhile, Ms. Mercy L. Diaz, 
President of NGPEA, said that aside 
from establishment of welfare program 
for the members which is one of 
the missions of their organization, 
“We organized as NGPEA because 
we wanted to assist the Provincial 
Government of Guimaras in the 
implementation of its plans, programs 
and activities for the welfare of 
everybody as well as working ef ciently 
towards the achievement of its strategic 
direction”, Diaz said.

New Guimaras Provincial 
Employees Association (NGPEA) in 
cooperation with the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) Guimaras Field 
Of ce and in coordination of the 
Philippine Independent Public Sector 
Employees Association (PIPSEA) 
facilitated the said forum.

The theme of the event “Shaping 
the Servant Hero through Public 
Sector Unionism” was conceptualized 
because both CSC and NGPEA 
believed that Public Sector Unionism 
is an effective mechanism/tool for both 
management and employees to foster 
harmony, solidarity and development in 
the workplace.

The Civil Service Commission 
Regional Director Rodolfo T. 
Encajonado discussed the Role of PSU 
in the Civil Service, other Employees 
Welfare and Merits while Mr. Ildefonso 
Orquejo, LGOO V of DILG Region 
6 discussed the Pros and Cons of 
Federalism as a Form of Government.

Likewise, updates on Employment 
and Retirement Insurance, Welfare 
and Bene ts were presented by Ms. 
Marciana Bata, General Manager of 
GSIS Iloilo, followed by Mr. Mark Ken 
Cartel Carmelita, Members Services 

Of cer III of Pag-ibig Funds and Ms. 
Christine Chatto, Social Insurance 
Assistant I of Philhealth.

Mr. Ian L. Mariano of Public Services 
International, South East sub-Regional 
Secretary talked about the importance 
of Unionism while Mr. Felix Cabuguas, 
Jr. who is the National President of 
PIPSEA coached the participants on 
Union Financial Management.

The Of ce of the Governor 
sponsored the 2nd night and was 
graced with the presence of the “Man 
of the Hour” the Honorable Governor 
Samuel T. Gumarin; Vice Governor 
John Edward G. Gando, SP Member 
Cyril Beltran, SK Federation President 
Karren Kay Gadnanan.

The presence of PNP Provincial 
Director Julio T. Gustilo made the night 
a peaceful one with his police of cers.

The three-day activity was 
completed with a tour to the island’s 
tourism destinations, culture, heritage 
area and economic sites. 

UNITED PUBLIC. Different public sector unions from all over the regions of the Visayas and Mindanao regions take a group photo before the gabs 
for public employees’ welfare ended held at the Capitol Covered Gym of the Provincial Government of Guimaras.

SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN MEMBER 
CYRIL C. BELTRAN

GOVERNOR SAMUEL T. GUMARIN, MD, MPH
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Guimaras local mango growers 
were primed to trade in South Korea.

Consultation about the plan of 
exporting mangoes in South Korea was 
conducted by Secretary Emmanuel F. 
Piñol of the Depertment of Agriculture 
(DA) with the mango growers of the 
province on September 5, 2018 at the 

Bureau of Plant Industry – National Crop 
Research, Development and Production 
Support Center (BPI – NCRDPSC), San 
Miguel, Jordan, Guimaras.

The plan for the exportation of 
Guimaras mango to South Korea and 
the programs of the DA supporting the 
mango industry of the province were 
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delegates will be set on the following 
day.

ECO-TOURS
The delegates will be visiting 

the different eco-tourism sites of the 
island particularly the different Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) under the 
ICM Program.

One of the sites to be visited is 
the Taklong Island National Marine 
Reserve (TINMR) which was cited 
as the most outstanding National 
Integrated Protected Area System 
(NIPAS) Marine Protected Area 
(MPA) in the Philippines.

Dubbed as the crowned jewel of 
the province, TINMR bested the other 
36 national  nalist of ‘Para el MAR’ 
which means ‘for the sea’, a National 
Award that highlights best practices in 
MPA management in the Philippines 
and recognizes outstanding local 
efforts in conserving and sustainably 
managing our coastal and marine 
resources.

Igang Bay Marine Sanctuary, 
Pamanculan Fish Sanctuary, Igang 
Marine Station (IMS) - SEAFDEC 
Aquaculture Department, Tan-
Luc Marine Protected Area and 
Tumalintinan Point Marine Protected 
Area are a few of the eco-sites to be 
visited.

San Lorenzo Wind Farm, Guisi 
Light House, Barangay Dolores 
Marine and Fish Haven, Jordan Marine 
Turtle Sanctuary, and Guimaras 

National Crop Research, Development 
and Production Support Center also 
form part of the tour packages for the 
delegates and ministers.

GUIMARAS ICM
While strengthening its major 

economic drivers, the province of 
Guimaras  exes its coastal muscle to 
protect the natural assets of the island.

With ICM as the island’s key 
developmental strategy, Guimaras 
was hailed champion in Environmental 
Governance under the Excellence in 
Local Governance (EXCELL) Awards 
2017.

Meanwhile, for social, 
administrative and economic 
governance categories, the province 
consistently ranked 2nd runner-up.

The EXCELL awards is a program 
of the DILG Region VI that recognizes 
the best practices, achievements, and 
innovations in areas of governance, 
administration, social services, 
economic development, environmental 
management and local legislation.

It also serves as a driving force 
for local government units to adopt 
transparency and accountability in 
governance, positively reinforce good 
performers, popularize and streamline 
best practices, and identify possible 
interventions for improvement.

While Guimaras ICM took 
off because of the 2006 oil spill, 
it has continued taking strides in 
environmental management.

The PNLG Forum is one platform 
for Guimaras ICM best practices to be 

showcased.

PEMSEA AND PNLG
PEMSEA is an intergovernmental 

organization operating in East Asia 
to foster and sustain healthy and 
resilient oceans, coasts, communities 
and economies across the region.

PNLG as a network has 45 regular 
members in nine countries in the 
East Asian region and two associate 
members. 

The following are the members of 
the PNLG:
Preah Sihanouk, Kampot, Kep, and 
koh Kong, Cambodia; Changyi, 
Dongying, Fangchenggang, Haikou, 
Haiyang, Laoting, Lianyungang, 
Qinzhou, Quanzhou, Xiamen, Pingtan, 
Sanya, Beihai City, Wenzhou in China; 
Badung Regency, Bali Province, 
Buleleng Regency, Denpasar City, 
Gianyar Regency, Jakarta Province, 
Jembrana Regency, Tangerang, 
Karangasem Regency, Klungklung 
Regency, Sukabumi Regency, 
Tabanan Regency in Indonesia; 
Shima, Japan; Sepang, Northern 
Selangor, Port Klang in Malaysia; 
Bataan, Batangas, Cavite and 
Guimaras in Philippines; Changwon, 
Shihwa, and Ansan, Republic of 
Korea; Chonburi, Thailand; Danang, 
Quang Nam and Thua Thien Hue in 
Vietnam.
 

As a self-sustaining network of 
LGUs, its members share the use 
of the same ICM framework and 
processes.

SUPPORT LOCAL. DA 
Secretary Piñol discusses 
strategies for the plan 
of exporting Guimaras 
mangoes in South Korea 
during his interface with 
local growers and farmers.

Local growers map out 
‘ mango trade’ in SoKor

discussed.
Further, Sec. Piñol identi ed Mr. 

Dennis Bialen as the consultant to 
assist in the rehabilitation of Guimaras 
mango.

Mr. Felipe Gamarcha, president 
of Guimaras Mango Growers and 
Producers Development Cooperative 
(GMGPDC) mentioned his newly 
acquired knowledge from the 
consultation.

“The activity is so inspiring, 
providing us the alternative, so far as 
assistance in the proposed enterprise 
and the opening of marketing sequent 
both on export and domestic market,” 
he said.

“Furthermore, this is the opportunity 
for us to raise issues concerning mango 
production and marketing,” he added.

Present participants were the 
GMGPDC and other stakeholders.

The said consultation was attended 
by Govenor Samuel T. Gumarin, Director 
Remelyn R. Recoter MNSA, CESO III 
of Regional Executive Director, DA RFO 
6, and Mr. Ronnie D. Morante, Provicial 
Agriculturist.
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Mr. Matt Keener, Cultural Affairs 
Of cer, and Mr. Philip Roskamp, 
Public Affairs Counselor of the United 
States Embassy in Philippines, led 
the coral planting activity in one 
marine protected area in the province 
of Guimaras.

The two visited the Tanluc Marine 
Protected Area in Barangay Tando, 
Nueva Valencia, Guimaras on August 
17, 2018 as part of the endeavor of the 
US Government Alumni Associatio n in 
Panay and Guimaras (USGAA-PG).

Keener and Roskamp themselves, 
inspected the protected area and 
spearheaded the coral planting 
activity together with some youth 
and Sangguniang Kabataan (SK) 
chairpersons of the province.

The group also gave empowerment 
talks to the youth participants, 
highlighting the importance of marine 
ecosystem conservation.

US diplomats lead coral planting

As his  rst trip outside Metro 
Manila, Keener could not have picked 
a better place.

The American diplomat, who is also 
an environmentalist, was grateful for the 
opportunity to do something worthwhile 
for the environment.

Keener, however, admitted that 
one of the reasons he was lured to 
Guimaras is the famous mangoes, 
which the province is known for.

His family are mango lovers 
according to Keener.

“I just arrived in the Philippines 
three weeks ago and this is my frist trip 
outside of Manila. And I couldn’t have 
picked a better one. We’ve got to see 
the sea, we’ve got to see the green... 
You don’t have traf c like Manila. So, 
this is pretty fantastic! In fact, we love 
mangoes, and my family. So, this is the 
best place to come as well,” Keener 
said.

Governor Samuel T. Gumarin 
expressed his gratitude to the American 
embassy of cials for their concern to 
the marine environment of the province.

What is Guimaras now, is the 
product of its environment according to 
the governor.

It is the province’s desire according 
to Gumarin that Guimarasnons would 
grow together with its environment.

“It takes us years to replenish our 
corals and also our sea grasses. With 
your presence, hopefully, we can do 
much more for Guimaras. For the last 
26 years, we are working as an eco-
agri-tourism capital. What we have 
now is the result of our environment. 
So, we want to protect it, we want to 
preserve it, and we want to make sure 
that as Guimarasnon grows, we grow 
together with our environment. So, we 
consider Guimaras as a green island. 
We embrace the principles of the 
Greenpeace, that we will only use green 
power for Guimaras,” Gumarin said.

The Guimaras Provincial 
Employment and Services Of ce 
(PESO) was hailed as the grand 
champion under the Fourth 
Class Province Category in the 
Regional Search for Best PESO 
of the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE).

This was materialized after the 
Guimaras PESO placed the highest 
number of job seekers in Western 
Visayas. 

Miss Elena V. Quezon, PESO 
manager, explained that PESO-
Guimaras do not only actively work 
for creating jobs but inculcates 
to Guimarasnons the importance 
of starting their own business or 
collectively initiate a livelihood 
program as a source of income.

This, Quezon said, is the edge of 
the Guimaras PESO, paving the way 

Guimaras PESO best in Western Visayas
for the province to reap the award.

The recognition is also a testament 
of the commitment of the provincial 
government to the “Trabaho, Negosyo, 
Kabuhayan” program of the DOLE and 
Department of Trade and Industry.

“This was materialized through 
the strong support of the provincial 
government. We only not create jobs 
but we teach them how to start their 
own business. The PESO’s goals are 
also in line with the “Trabaho, Negosyo, 
Kabuhayan” strategy of the DOLE and 
Department of Trade and Industry. 
We’ve helped the job seekers, as well 
as OFWs who come home,” Quezon 
said. 

The winners were selected based 
on the criteria set by the DOLE-Bureau 
of Local Employment.

The accolade was personally 
received by Governor Samuel T. 

Gumarin and PESO Manager Elena 
V. Quezon during the 7th Regional 
Career Guidance, Employment and 
Human Resource Congress held 
at San Antonio Resort, Barangay 
Baybay, Roxas City, Capiz last 
September 12, 2018.

With this award, the Guimaras 
PESO will be a nominee to the 
national search for Best PESO, 
province category. 

Quezon is hoping that the 
provincial PESO will replicate the 
success on the national level which 
the awarding ceremony will be held 
on October 24-26, 2018.

Institutionalized last December 
2017 through Ordinance No. 2017-
015, the PESO according to Quezon 
has been instrumental for providing 
jobs and alternative source of income 
for the people of Guimaras.

GREEN WARRIORS. US diplomats Mr. Keener and Mr. Roskamp interface with Governor Samuel 
T. Gumarin and GSC President Dr. Rogelio Artajo, Jr. with the different youth group leaders.

Photo taken during the actual diving of US 
diplomats for the coral-planting activity.
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his children, grandchildren and now 
deceased wife Francesca A. Gandecela, 
that encouraged him to study under the 
alternative learning system.

FROM CRADLE TO GRAVE
He took this as an opportunity to 

learn more because for him, there is no 
age limit in gaining more knowledge.

“Challenge man to. Siling bala nila 
nga ang edukasyon wala sang limit. 
Ang limit lang kun patay na ang isa ka 
tawo. Amo na ang ginasiling nila nga 
“education begins at the cradle and 
ends at the grave”. Kun patay na ang 
isa ka tawo wala na. Pero mientras 
buhi, wala naga-untat ang kinaalam nga 
mahibaluan,” Gandecela said. 

Engulfed with emotions, “Tatay 
Jose” as he is fondly called, shared 
that while he was preparing to take the 
exam, his wife who died of colon cancer, 
was being laid in state.

But this did not  stop him from taking 
the ALS exam according to Gandecela, 
even deferred the burial of his loved 
one.

One thing he is sure of according to 
Tatay Jose, his wife is proud of what he 
has achieved.

Beaming with pride, Gandecela 

said that he would frame his certi cate 
and hang it on the wall as the wall as the 
testament of his hardships.

The golden ager shared that no 
matter how he wanted to study when he 
was young, his parents could not afford 
to send him to school.

World War II and the absence of 
secondary institutions in the province of 
Guimaras were some of the factors that 
prevented him in reaching his dream to 
 nish his education.

BORN LEADER
The former barangay captain hopes 

that this accomplishment would inspire 
the today’s youth and a challenge for 
his fellow ALS leaners to strive hard.

Meeting everyday needs is a 
struggle even for professionals with 
stable source of income, and more 
ardous for those who have no education, 
said Gandecela. 

It is better to use the brain than your 
shoulders while earning a living, added 
Tatay Jose. 

“Tinguha-on man nila (the out-of-
school youth) tani nga mag-eskwela 
nga kung pwede lang nga asta college 
kung makalambot sila. Kay budlay man 
kung wala nahibaluan. Syempre mag-
apply sila ubra, ila abaga ang gamiton 
imbes nga ulo. Kinahanglan magtuon 
sila maayo,” he adds.

Mr. Gandecela also devoted his life 
serving his constituents in the village of 
Dolores.

He was apppointed Teniente 
del Barrio during the time of former 
President Diosdado Macapagal and 
served as village chief for 29 years 
without salary.

However, Gandecela recalled that 
Congress passed Republic At 2370 that 
grants autonomy to the barrios; thus, the 
head of the village should be elected.

Republic Act 3590 otherwise known 
as the Revised Barrio Charter was then 
enacted, changing the title of the village 
chief to Barangay Captain from Teniente 
del Barrio.

Tatay Jose was the  rst elected 
barangay captain of Dolores, Nueva 
Valencia.

It was in 1989 that Gandecela 
decided to take a rest from public 
service.

Nevertheless, public service is in 
his blood; thus, he can not refuse, when 
he was chosen to  ll the vacant seat for 
Barangay Kagawad in 1992 and went to 
serve for another nine years.

Gandecela will serve as an 
inspirational speaker during his 
graduation from Alternative Learning 
System in November and will also 
speak in front of his fellow elders during 
the Senior Citizens Week celebration of 
the province on October 31, 2018.

MR. JOSE GANDECELA
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A 90-year old Guimarasnon set the 
record of being the oldest passer of 
the Alternative Learning System of the 
Department of Education (DepEd) (ALS) 
in the country.

Mr. Jose Gandecela of Barangay 
Dolores in the town of Nueva Valencia 
 nished the 10-month curriculum last 
October 2017 and passed the examination 

that was given last March 11, 2018.
However, only recently  that DepEd 

gave the con rmation that Gandecela 
passed the ALS.

DepEd-Guimaras ALS coordinator 
Jessie Gamalanga explained that they 
need to send Gandecela’s birth certi cate 
to DepEd central of ce before he was 
declared an ALS passer.

Countries and local governments 
units (LGUs) in the East Asian region 
will be going to the island-province of 
Guimaras on November 29 to 30, 2018.

Being one of the youngest implementers 
of the Integrated Coastal Management 
(ICM) Program, Guimaras was chosen 
to be the host of this year’s forum during 
the Partnerships in Environmental 
Management for the Seas of East Asia 
Network of Local Governments (PNLG) 
Forum in Sanya Visun Yacht Hotel, Sanya 
City, Hainan Province, China on December 
6, 2017.

Environmental Ministers and chief 
executives from Cambodia, China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Korea, 
Thailand and Vietnam will represent each 
of their organizations.

As an annual practice, they will be 
convening for the Forum to discuss issues 
and concerns relative to the implementation 
of the Integrated Coastal Management.

This year’s forum will be held at Andana 
Resort in the town of Nueva Valencia on 
November 29th.

A series of carousel tours for all the 

Sitting comfortably in his living room, 
the nonagenarian felt that he has achieved 
what he has not done during his younger 
years, and that is to  nish his high school 
studies and would like to continue to have 
a bachelor’s degree if only he has the 
physical strength.

Gandecela disclosed that it was 


